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Preface 


t’s a rare Christian who would not want the kind of 
spiritual power that John G. Lake had, even if it was 
only for afew months or a few years. 


Power of any kind is exhilarating and exciting, but 
spiritual power that manifests itself in the healing of sick 
bodies and minds and the salvation of lost souls is a 
joyous gift of God that contains within it the joy of 
heaven itself, which reaches far beyond any earthbound 
joy and excitement. 


“Thereis joy in the presence of the angels of God over 
onesinner who repents” (L uke 15:10). If the angels of God 
rejoice when a sinner is saved, surely the Lord who had 
compassion on the lost and the sick when H ewas on earth 
rejoices equally when disease-ridden or pain-filled bodies 
are set free by the power of theH oly Spirit. 


But how do weget this spiritual power? H ow did John 
G.Lake get it? 


Lake had no need for million dollar miracle services 
filled with pageantry and pomp, no need to stir up the 
audience with loud music and repetitious choruses, no 
need for abackground organ to dramatize his voice when 
he talked. H e needed only his hands and his voice and 
the power of the H oly Spirit flowing through him and 
out of him. 
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“In 1908, | preached at Pretoria, South A frica, when 
onenight God came over my life is such power, in such 
streams of liquid glory and power, that it flowed 
consciously off my hands like streams of electricity. | 
would point my finger at aman and that stream would 
strike him. When a man interrupted the meeting, | 
pointed my finger at him and said, ‘Sit down!’ H efell as 
if struck and lay for three hours. W hen hebecamenormal 
they asked him what happened, and he said, ‘Something 
struck me that went straight through me. | thought | 
was shot.’ 


“At two o'clock in the morning | ministered to 
sixty-five sick [people] who were present, and the 
streams of God that were pouring into my hands were 
so powerful the people would fall as though they were 
hit. | was troubled because they fell with such violence. 
And the Spirit said, ‘You do not need to put your hands 
on them. K eep your hands adistance away.’ And when 
| held my hands a foot from their heads they would 
crumbleand fall in aheap on the floor. They werehealed 
almost everyone.” 


In his church in South Africa, Lake published a 
newsletter in 10,000 lots. It told about events that were 
taking place, such as salvations, deliverances, healings, and 
hundreds being filled with the H oly Spirit. When the 
newsletters were printed hehad them sent to his tabernacle 
and would lay them out in packages of oneor two hundred 
all around the front of the platform. A t the evening service 
he would call the ones of the congregation that he knew to 
bein contact with theliving G od to comeand kneel around 
and lay their hands on those packages of newsletters. 


“We asked God that not only the reading material 
in the paper might be a blessing to the individual and 
that the message of Christ would come through the 
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words printed on the paper, but we asked God also to 
make the very substance of the paper itself become filled 
with the Spirit of God, just like the handkerchiefs and 
apronsthat camein contact with the apostle Paul’s body 
became filled with the Spirit of God (Acts 19:12).” 


Lake received thousands of letters from people telling 
how when they got the paper they were healed, or when 
they received the paper thejoy of God cameinto their heart, 
or they received the paper and were saved by God. One 
woman wrote, “I received your paper. When | received it 
into my hands my body began to vibrate so | could hardly 
sit on the chair, and | did not understand it. | laid the paper 
down and after awhile! took the paper up again, and as 
soon as! had it in my hands! shook again. | laid the paper 
down and took it in my hands a third time, and presently 
the Spirit of God came upon meso powerfully that | was 
[filled with] the H oly Ghost.” 


Does that sound a bit far-fetched? Sound a little like 
something a televangelist would do today to get money? 
You're right, it does. But there is a vast difference — for 
John G.Lakeand his Spirit-filled members it worked! A nd 
if it worked in their lives it can work in yours. 


Surely there isn’t a Spirit-filled Christian today, from 
Pastor to church worker to church member, who would 
say that they are not interested in this kind of spiritual 
power. T hat they would not want it for themselves and for 
their church. That they would not want to see sick bodies 
and minds dramatically healed and addictions of every kind 
broken. That they would not want to see baptisms in the 
H oly Spirit with fireand power, and lost soulsso powerfully 
brought into the kingdom of God that those newly-born 
cannot keep themselves from shouting and praising the 
living God and Christ our Lord. 
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So how can such spiritual power be obtained— how can 
you get it? 


To learn that, we'll follow thejourney of JohnG.Lake 
and learn how he got it. H aving learned that, you can 
decide for yourself if you are willing to walk the same 
path, take the same journey, so that you also might obtain 
spiritual power. 


H arold J. Chadwick 


- xii - 


T hel eale:D r.J onnG.L ake 


Biography by Ward M. Tanneberg, Ph.D. 


G ordon Lindsay, co-founder of Christ for theN ations 

Institute, declared that in his opinion John G. Lake 
was “the greatest missionary that has appeared since the 
period of the Early Church.” 


John Graham Lake was born in St. Mary’s, Ontario, 
Canada, on March 18, 1870. When yet a small boy, he 
accompanied his parents to the U nited States, settling in 
Sault Ste. M arie, Michigan. 


In October 1891, he was admitted into the M ethodist 
ministry in C hicago and appointed to the church in Pestigo, 
Wisconsin. He finally decided against going there and 
instead went into the newspaper business. In the Town of 
H arvey, Illinois, hefounded theH arvey Citizen. (Thistown 
was named after D. L. M oody’s brother-in-law.) 


In February 1893, at age twenty-three, he married M iss 
Jennie Stevens of N ewberry, Michigan. Three years later, 
she was pronounced incurable of consumption [pulmonary 
tuberculosis] by several physicians who had given her the 
best treatment then possible. T hey advised Dr. L aketo take 
her north. O n that advice, Lake and J enniereturned to Sault 
Ste. M arie. Five years later on A pril 28, 1898, she received 
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an instantaneous healing under the ministry of John 
Alexander D owie. In Sault Ste. M arie, Lake opened a real 
estate office. As a salesman and contractor, he remained 
there until 1901. D uring this time, together with George 
A. Ferris, he founded the Soo Times, a local newspaper. 


1n 1904, he moved to C hicago and bought aseat on the 
Chicago Board of Trade with money borrowed from a 
friend. During this time, he handled Jim Hill’s western 
Canadian land and made a long-time friend of this great 
railroad financier. 


The first day he opened his office, he made $2,500 ona 
real estate deal. At the end of twenty-one months in the 
real estate business, he had over $100,000 in the bank, a 
$30,000 paid-up lifeinsurance policy, and real estate valued 
at $90,000. H e traveled to N ew York representing the 
Chicago Board of Trade. There he met Tom Lawson, 
together with Mr. Harriman and Mr. Ryan, all celebrated 
financiers. He was employed by Ryan to further his 
negotiations amounting to $170,000,000 in an effort to form 
a large insurance trust between the N ew York Life, 
Equitable, and Mutual Insurance companies. H e also 
represented M r. Lawson on theN ew York Board of Trade. 


A bout that time, a huge scandal erupted in N ew York 
in relation to insurancecompanies. M r. Lake, together with 
several others, organized the People’s Life Insurance 
Company of Chicago. H e was appointed manager of 
agencies and wrote a million dollars’ worth of business in 
his first year. H ehad received a guarantee of $50,000 a year 
to continue in this business, but it was during this timethat 
God dealt with him in such away that the course of his life 
was definitely altered. 


A number of years had passed since God had healed 
his wife, Jennie. During this time, he had continued 
practicing the ministry of healing. Every answer to prayer 
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and miraculous touch of God created within him a greater 
longing for the deeper things of the Spirit. 


D uring his business life, he made it a habit of speaking 
somewhere practically every night. After the services, he 
was in the habit of joining with friends who, like he, were 
determined to receive the baptism in theH oly Spirit as they 
believed the early disciples had received it (A cts 2:1-4). H is 
prayer was, “God, if you will baptizemein theH oly Ghost 
and give me the power of God, nothing shall be permitted 
to stand between me and one hundred-fold obedience.” 


Sometime after this, he accompanied aminister to pray 
for an invalid lady who had suffered from inflammatory 
rheumatism for ten years. While the minister talked with 
the lady, John Lake sat at the opposite side of the room 
deeply moved in his spirit. H e testified that he suddenly 
felt as though hehad passed under adeep shower of warm 
tropical rain that fell not only upon him but through him. 
H iswhole being was soothed into adeep stillness and calm. 
An awe of the presence of God settled over him. A fter 
moments passed, he seemed to hear the Lord say, “I have 
heard your prayers, and | have seen your tears. You are 
now baptized in theH oly Spirit.” Then Dr. Lake testified 
to “currents of power” that began to rush through his 
being increasing so greatly that his entire body began to 
vibrate intensely. 


At this time, the minister friend asked him to join him 
in prayer for thewoman. H efound it difficult to walk across 
the room — the power of the Lord was so intense in his 
body. A shetouched thesister’s head with his hand in prayer, 
her clenched hands opened and joints began to work. The 
woman who had been an invalid so long arose from her 
wheelchair and was perfectly healed! 


Asaresult of this baptism, Dr. Lake testified to seeing 
mankind through “new eyes.” He had a great desire to 
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proclaim the message of Christ and to demonstrate H is 
power in the world. 


In April 1907, heclosed his office door for the last time 
and disposed of his bank account to various religious and 
educational institutions. Fred R. Burr of Winnemac, 
Indiana, who was his financial agent, assisted him in 
disposing of everything including his real estate holdings. 


Dr. Lake started out in independent evangelistic work 
without a single dollar, being absolutely dependent upon 
theLord along the faith lines of G eorge M ueller of England 
and H udson Taylor of the ChinaInland M ission. 


D uring the next several months, he preached each day 
to large congregations with outstanding results. M any 
peoplereceived C hrist astheir Lord and Savior. O thers were 
healed of diseases, while still others received the baptism in 
theH oly Spirit. W hilein ameeting in northern Illinois, the 
Lord spoke to him and directed him to go to Indianapolis 
to prepare for a winter campaign. H e was instructed to 
acquire a large hall, and then was told that in the spring he 
would go to Africa. 


Money Comes for J ourney to South A frica 


One day during the following February my 
preaching partner, Tom H azmelhalch, said to me, “John, 
how much will it cost to take our party to Johannesburg, 
South Africa?” | replied, “Two thousand dollars.” He 
said, “If we are going to A frica in the spring, it is time 
you and | were praying for the money.” | said, “I have 
been praying for the money ever since N ew Y ear’s D ay. 
| havenotheard from theL ord or anyoneelseconcerning 
it.” H e added, “N ever mind, let’s pray again.” 


A few days later he returned from the post office 
and threw out upon the table four $500 drafts saying, 
“John, thereis the answer. J esus has sent it. We are going 
to Africa.” 
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We left Indianapolis on the first day of April 1908, 
my wife and | and seven children and four others. We 
had our tickets to Africa but no money for personal 
expenses en route except $1.50. But God continued to 
supply our needs throughout our journey. 


Through my knowledge of the immigration laws of 
South A frica, | Knew that before we would be permitted 
to land, | must show the immigration inspector that | 
was possessor of at least $125.00 We prayed earnestly 
over this matter, and about the time we reached the 
equator a rest came into my soul concerning it. | could 
pray no more. 


About eight or ten days later, we arrived in Cape 
Town harbor, and our ship anchored. The immigration 
inspector came on board and the passengers lined up at 
the purser’s office to present their money and receive 
their tickets to land. M y wifeasked, “W hat areyou going 
to do?” | said, “I am going to line up with the rest. We 
have obeyed God thus far. It is now up to the Lord. If 
they send us back we cannot help it.” 


As stood in line awaiting my turn, a fellow 
passenger touched me on the shoulder and indicated to 
me to step out of line, and come over to theship’s rail to 
speak with him. H easked some questions, and then drew 
from his pocket a traveler’s checkbook, and handed me 
two money orders totaling $200.00. | stepped back into 
line, presented my orders to the inspector and received 
our tickets to land.- John G. Lake 


Arival in South Africa 


When they arrived at Johannesburg, South A frica, on M ay 
15, 1908, Lakeand his family had nowhere to go. They had 
no friends or acquaintances there. As they stepped ashore, 
acomplete stranger, Mrs. C.L.G oodenough, walked up to 
Dr. Lake and said, “While in prayer last night, the Lord 
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told meto meet this boat and said there would an A merican 
missionary on it with a family of nine, consisting of two 
adults and seven children and that | was to give them a 
home.” At three o’clock that afternoon, the Lakes were 
living in afurnished cottage in Johannesburg that theL ord 
had provided for them. 


Sometime later [D ecember 1908] at a native conference 
in the O range Free State (O range River Colony), Lake 
received a telegram from his oldest son, Allie, saying that 
his mother was ill and his father should come back 
immediately. Dr. Lake hurried back to Johannesburg but 
he was too late, J enniedied twelve hours before he arrived. 
She apparently succumbed to a heart attack brought on by 
a sudden onslaught of rheumatic fever. Prior to that, she 
had not been ill. 


Early in 1909, Dr. Lake met Bishop Furze, the bishop 
of the Church of England for Africa. At the bishop’s 
request, Dr. Lake arranged a series of meetings for the 
Church of England ministers. H ewasto teach them along 
the lines of divine healing. T hese meetings resulted in the 
establishment of the Emmanuel Society for the Practice 
of Divine Healing by the ministry of the Church of 
England in A frica. A sword of these meetings and thework 
of the society continued to go forth, a committee from 
England came to examine and report upon Dr. Lake's 
work. He later accompanied that committee to England 
and conducted similar meetings in London under the 
direction of Bishop Ingram. 


This conference authorized acommitteeto further visit 
other healing institutions in England and Europe. In the 
company of this committee, he visited healing institutions 
in London and went to L ourdes, France. T here, they visited 
a Catholic institution where healing was reputed to take 
place by the waters of L ourdes and where they maintained 
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aboard of 200 physicians whose business it was to examine 
all candidates and report upon them. 


At Lourdes, they were privileged to visit the then 
greatest hypnotic institution for healing in the world. 
This institution sent its representatives to demonstrate 
their methods to the Catholic board of 200 physicians, 
and hearing of the committee, they were invited to go 
along. Dr. Lake agreed to take part if he were given the 
final demonstration. 


The committee selected five candidates who had been 
pronounced medically incurable. The hypnotists tried their 
various methods without success. Dr. Lake then had the 
five candidates placed in chairsin arow upon theplatform 
in view of the audience of physicians and scientists. He 
prayed over each one of them separately. Three were 
instantly healed, afourth recovered in afew days, and one 
passed away. 


Dr. Lake returned to the U nited States for six months 
holding evangelistic crusades in Chicago, Portland, 
Oakland, and Los Angeles for the purpose of recruiting 
missionaries to takewith him to South A frica. D uring these 
crusades, he acquired eight men but needed $3,000 for their 
expenses. Whilein Portland, praying alonein his room, he 
received assurance that the answer was on the way. Four 
days later in Los Angeles, a letter arrived at his hotel from 
George B. Studd of Los Angeles: 


“My Dear L ake: There has been a windfall in your 
favor today. A person who does not wish to beknown, 
gave me a draft of $3,000 saying, “God wants me to 
give this to Lake of South Africa.” Am sending you, 
enclosed, therefore a draft for $3,005, the $5.00 being 
my personal contribution.” 
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In January 1910, he returned to South A frica with his 
missionary party viaL ondon where he preached in Dr. F. 
B. Meyer’s church and spoke in G. Campbell M organ’s 
weekly Bible classes—he did not speak in Campbell's 
church, however, because of a lack of time. 


H e returned to South Africa and remained there for 
several years during which time he founded the A postolic 
Faith Mission with headquarters at Johannesburg. H e was 
elected its president and continued for years after that to 
beits honorary president. D uring his ministry, heorganized 
125 white congregations and 500 native congregations. 


Protection From Disease 


In 1910, the African fever ravaged the area in which Lake 
lived, and in less than a month, one-quarter of the native 
and white populations died. A gencies of every description 
were called into action to combat the epidemic. Dr. Lake 
worked there with several assistants, four of whom died of 
the fever, but he never had a touch of the disease. 


Lakeon TheLaw of Life 


N ow watch theaction of thelaw of life. Faith belongs 
to the law of life. Faith is the very opposite of fear. Faith 
has the opposite effect in spirit, and soul, and body. Faith 
causes the spirit of man to become confident. It causes 
the mind of man to becomerestful and positive A positive 
mind repels disease. C onsequently, the emanation of the 
Spirit destroys disease germs. 


And because we were in contact with the Spirit of 
life, | and alittle D utch fellow with mewent out and buried 
many of thepeoplewho had died from thebubonic plague. 
We went into the homes and carried them out, dug the 
graves, and put them in. Sometimes we would put three 
or four in one grave. Wenever took the disease. 
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During that great plague, they sent a government 
ship with supplies and a corps of doctors. One of the 
doctors sent for meand said, “W hat have you been using 
to protect yourself? O ur corps has preventatives that we 
use as aprotection, but we concluded that if aman could 
stay on the ground as you haveand keep ministering to 
the sick and burying the dead, you must have a secret. 
W hat is it?” 


| answered, “Brother, it’s the law of the Spirit of life 
in Christ] esus. | believe that if! keep my soul in contact 
with the living God, so that H is Spirit is flowing into 
my soul and body, no germ will ever attach itself to me, 
for the Spirit of God will kill it.” 


H easked, “Don’t you think you had better use our 
preventatives?” 


| replied, “N o, but, doctor, | think that you would 
like to experiment with me. If you will go over to one 
of these dead people and take the foam that comes out 
of their lungs after death, then put it under the 
microscope you will see masses of living germs. You 
will find they are alive until a reasonable time after a 
man is dead. You can fill my hand with them and | will 
keep it under the microscope, and instead of these germs 
remaining alive, they will die instantly.” They tried it 
and found it was true. 


They questioned, “W hat is that?” 


| replied, “That’s the law of the Spirit of lifein C hrist 
Jesus. When aman’s spirit and body are filled with the 
blessed presence of God, it oozes out of the pores of 
your flesh and kills the germs.” 


-JohnG.Lake 


D ueto thestrain of overwork with theA postolic Faith 
Mission, Lake ultimately gave up his ministry in South 
A fricain 1913 to return to theU nited States. There, he met 
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and married Miss Florence Switzer of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, on N ovember 27, 1913. 1n addition to theseven 
children born from his first marriage, five more children 
were born into his second one. 


That summer, Dr. Lake met Jim Hill while walking 
along thestreet one day in St. Paul, Minnesota. W hen asked 
about what he was doing, Dr. Lake replied that he was 
simply trying to gather his health and that hewas preaching 
wherever he went. Mr. H ill invited him to his office and 
give him complimentary passes that were good over all of 
his railroad lines. 


Dr. and Mrs, Lakebegan traveling, stopping at Spokane 
where he was invited to open a healing room in that city. 
H e accepted the invitation and ministered to the sick for 
about six months. Thus, he was to begin the ministry that 
really was the climax of his life's work. 


TheH ealing Mission in Spokane 


Dr. Lake's entire ministry had been profoundly affected by 
his exposure to John Alexander D owie. Dr. Lake had been 
an elder in the Zion A postolic C hurch when D owie was at 
the height of his power. T hus he, together with various other 
persons exposed to theD owie approach to Christian living, 
became dynamic disciples and missionaries of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, coming west through the D akotas, 
M ontana, and into Washington. 


Dr. Lake had made no preparation or study that 
prepared him for missionary work nor was he particularly 
trained in atheological perspective, as were most ministers. 
But he was a man of strong and forceful personality who 
seemed to make his way to the forefront in whatever 
situation he found himself. 
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H is ministry had its weaknesses as well as its strengths. 
It was believed by some that his failure to properly 
anticipate the heavy responsibilities his first wife [J ennie] 
had to carry was an unfortunate mistake that contributed 
to her untimely death on the mission field. This fact, plus 
the responsibilities he now had in order to care for a large 
family, was one of the primary contributing factors to the 
closeof his ministry on themission field. H owever, his days 
of glory were not yet finished. 


His early ministry in the City of Spokane became a 
demonstration of the power of God that resulted in more 
than 100,000 healings being reported during aperiod of five 
or six years. Some declared that Dr. Lake, through his 
ministry of divinehealing, had madeSpokanethehealthiest 
city in the world. This, of course, was similar to a 
documented report that came out of Washington, D.C., 
some years earlier regarding Zion, Illinois, during the peak 
days of John Alexander D owie's ministry. 


His activity in Spokane had such impact that the 
Spokesman Daily Review carried full-page articles each 
week regarding his ministry and the miraculous acts of 
documented healing. The full-page articles in the 
Spokesman Review were often as follows: 


TheC hurch at Spokane 
John G. Lake, Overseer 
DivineH ealing Rooms, 340 Rookery Building 
O pen each weekday from 10 to 4. 


Personal interviews and ministry 
through prayer and laying on of hands. 


Public services on Sunday at 
The Masonic Temple at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
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Our ministry is private and confidential. Persons 
desiring to give public testimony must arrange with the 
ministers in advance. 


Then would follow letters of testimony from those who 
had received healing or their physicians as well as articles 
by Dr. Lake. 


In ageneral letter published Saturday, F ebruary 8, 1919, 
in the Spokesman Review, Dr. Lake indicated that they 
ministered to an average of 200 people per day in thehealing 
rooms. H estated that over 60,000 personal “ministrations 
through prayer and laying on of hands” had taken place 
during the previous twelve months. In addition, calls for 
prayer and theministry came by telephone, telegraph, letter, 
and cable from all parts of the world. 


Ministry to the sick in their homes was another phase 
of work accomplished by theuseof two motor carsin which 
ministers were conveyed from hometo home, praying for 
those who wereunableto present themselves at the healing 
rooms. Dr. Lakeindicated that at least 100,000 people were 
ministered to each year by car, telephone, telegraph, letter, 
or cable. 


Thousands of people would attend the Sunday services 
held each week at the Masonic Temple. Dr. Lake always 
liked to makea point of emphasizing that he did not spend 
money building church buildings and “sepulchers for the 
dead.” Funds given to the church at Spokanewould beused 
to send forth the gospel message into the world, according 
to Dr. Lake. There were no fees charged for any of the 
ministry, and the entire project was supported by means of 
love offerings. An especially appealing story was published 
on September 20, 1919, in the Spokesman Review. It was a 
testimony shared by Walter J. Williams, science department 
chairman of an eastern university. 
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In the article, he told about two of his friends in the 
East who had traveled to Spokane and received amazing 
healings. This scientist-educator was very adverse to 
anything savoring of what might be called the supernatural. 
But he journeyed to Spokane to gather first-hand 
information for himself. H e visited several persons who 
professed to have been healed under Dr. Lake's ministry. 
Then he visited the man himself. After an extended 
interview, he was invited to stay and see for himself what 
God was doing here. 


Dr. Williams did. 


| saw them come, hundredsin aday.| talked to them, 
asking them questions, the lame, the poor, the rich, the 
uneducated, and the intellectual. Were they healed? Yes 
they were. Was! convinced that it was God? Indeed | 
was. The presence of God was there and | left Spokane 
inquiring if | wastrue enough to God to betrusted with 
H is power as Mr. Lakeand his associates were. 


| have listened to some of the greatest teachers on 
earth, both secular and religious, but | have never heard 
such revelations of life or such a revelation of God as | 
heard and witnessed at the H ealing Rooms in the 
Rookery Building in Spokane. 


- Dr. Walter J. Williams 


Lake and Divine H ealing Investigated 


Onesummer, Dr. Lake and his staff were waited upon at 
their healing rooms by acommittee of the Better Business 
Bureau of the C ity of Spokane. Their duty was to investigate 
the truthfulness of the public announcements that were 
continuing to appear in the city papers. For some time, 
Lake's staff had been publishing many of the testimonies 
of healing through the power of God that had taken place 
in the course of their ministry. 
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T hese testimonies were so astounding that complaints 
had reached the Better Business Bureau to the affect that 
the testimonies must certainly be untrue. The Better 
Business Bureau immediately undertook an investigation 
of the healing rooms’ ministry and Dr. John G. Lake. 


The committee examined eighteen witnesses whose 
testimonies had appeared in public print. Further names of 
persons who had received healings within the city were 
given to the committee so that they could go personally 
and investigate for themselves whether or not these things 
were so. 


Dr. Lake suggested to the committee that on Sunday, 
June 23, at threeo’clock in the afternoon in apublic service, 
he would present 100 cases of healed persons for their 
investigation. He invited them to form a committee 
composed of physicians, lawyers, judges, educators, and 
businessmen who could render a verdict. During the 
intervening period between the interview in the healing 
rooms and Sunday, J une 23, the committee continued their 
investigations. 


On Friday, June21, Dr. Lakereceived aletter from the 
committee assuring him that they had no desirein any way 
to interfere with the good being done and had determined 
that their appearance at the Sunday meeting would not be 
necessary. Two members of the investigating committee 
spoke privately to Dr. Lake and his staff and said that the 
committee was astounded. They had found out upon 
investigation that “the half had not been told.” 


One of the committee members visited at D avenport, 
Washington, and found printed announcements advertising 
a meeting Dr. Lake was about to conduct in the area. He 
inquired as to why these announcements were being made 
and the manager of the store replied: 
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“Thewholecountryside ‘round D avenport is aflame 
with surprise at the marvelous healing of a girl in this 
community, well known to me, and, | believe, well 
known to yourself, Miss L ouise R einboldt, daughter of 
Mr. Jack Reinboldt. 


“A bout three and a half years ago, M iss Reinboldt 
and her sister were operated on for what the doctors 
thought was appendicitis. The one girl died as aresult of 
the operation. Louise came out of it unable to speak. 
She was taken to throat specialists, who pronounced her 
case absolutely incurable. Recently she was taken to 
Spokane to Mr. Lake’s H ealing Rooms and ministered 
to for twenty-six days. 


“On the twenty-sixth day she startled her mother 
and family and, in fact, the wholecountryside, by calling 
her mother on the long distance telephone and 
announcing to her in plain words the fact that she was 
healed. W hile preparing for her daily visit to the H ealing 
Rooms, she had heard herself whistling and said, “Well, 
if | can whistle, | can speak also,” and thus discovered 
that her paralyzed throat was fully healed.” 


After the Better Business Bureau committee backed 
away from further investigation, Dr. Lake announced that 
there would beno changein the program. H eindicated the 
meeting would take place as announced, and if the Better 
Business Bureau would not taketheir place, he would appeal 
to the public for its verdict. Thousands of people attended 
that afternoon in theM asonic Temple while hundreds were 
refused admittance due to lack of space. Testimonies by 
ministers and lay people alike of significant, documented 
healings were given throughout the remainder of the 
afternoon. The publicity of this meeting was tremendous 
and was perhaps one of the high points in the sometimes 
controversial but always unique ministry of John G. Lake. 
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In May 1920, Dr. Lake moved to Portland, Oregon, 
to establish asimilar work to that of hischurch in Spokane. 
Within afew years, this ministry in Portland was making 
a similar impact in O regon as the one in Spokane had in 
Washington. O neof his converts in Portland was Gordon 
Lindsay, who later became an independent Pentecostal 
evangelist of some significance and forerunner of the 
present Christ for the N ations I nstitute headquartered in 
Dallas, Texas. 


Dr. Lake’s ministry was unusual to say the least. He 
possessed aremarkable ability to create faith in the hearts 
of his hearers. G ordon Lindsay was no exception. H aving 
followed Dr. Lake’s ministry with deep respect and 
admiration, he oneday had need of the great man’s faith. 
H ewasstricken with acritical case of ptomaine poisoning 
and for days hung between life and death. Dr. Lake 
offered prayer for Lindsay, and although deliverance did 
not come immediately in a visible manner, he professed 
confidence that indeed the Lord had answered prayer. 
Mrs. Lake brought Reverend Lindsay some of the 
typewritten sermons her husband had recently given, and 
while reading these messages, faith suddenly sprang into 
his heart. He arose from what many thought was a 
deathbed, instantly healed. 


While he was in Portland, Dr. Lake entertained hopes 
for raising up a chain of healing missions on the order of 
his works in Spokane and Portland. H owever, though he 
was not yet advanced in age, he had lived an intensity that 
had taken its toll. A declinein thestrength and vitality that 
had characterized his earlier ministry became apparent. H e 
seemed unableto match his spiritual vision with the physical 
strength required to bring it to pass. |n H ouston, Texas, he 
had some initial success in the founding of a church but 
was called away to the side of his eldest son who had 


- xxviii - 


TheH ealer: John G. Lake 


suffered aserious accident that almost took his life. H enever 
returned to H ouston. 


For a while, he ministered in churches throughout 
California. H owever, the dynamic touch that he once had 
was lacking. H elater returned to theC ity of Portland where 
he pastored for atime. A fterwards, hereturned to Spokane. 
There he pastored until his death. 


On Labor Day, 1935, Dr. and Mrs. Lake attended a 
Sunday school picnic. H ecamehome very tired and after a 
hot supper, laid down to rest. A guest speaker was at the 
church that evening so Mrs. Lake prevailed on him to stay 
at home. She went to church in his place. W hen she arrived 
home, she found that he had a stroke in her absence. He 
lingered for about two weeks, being unconscious most of 
the time, until September 16, 1935, when he went to be 
with his Lord. 


H isministry was summed up in the brief testimony of 
Reverend B.S. H ebden who spoke at the memorial service. 


“Mr. Lake was astrong, rugged character of loving 
and winning personality, and he has left his mark 
indelibly upon the world of Gospel Truth. 


“Dr. Lake cameto Spokane. H efound usin sin. He 
found usin sickness. H e found usin poverty of spirit. 
He found us in despair, but he revealed to us such a 
Christ, as wehad never dreamed of knowing this side of 
heaven. Wethought victory was over there, but Dr. Lake 
revealed to us that victory was here, a present and 
possible reality. We regarded death almost as a friend, 
but Dr. Lake came and revealed to us the Christ, all 
glorious and all powerful, that is triumphant, 
compassionate, and lovely, and our night was turned into 
day and despair was turned into laughter. A light shone 
in the darkness and we, who found Christ at last as He 
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really is, only have words as the words of Thomas, who 
said, ‘My Lord and My God.’ 


“How | thank God that Brother Lake came to 
Spokane! H ow | thank Him that I ever contacted that 
man, unique, powerful! | will never forget the day in the 
Hutton Block when | was sick with several chronic 
complaints, and | heard that message of C hrist, that H is 
arms were under me, and | kept it and the message kept 
me and, instead of my being, long and long ago, gone 
and forgotten, | am here rejoicing and thanking our 
brother, Dr. Lake, who brought that message to me. 
Friends, he should still speak in me, not by the pen but 
by the Spirit that is in me, by the Light that isin me, by 
the regeneration of Jesus Christ that is in me. Let us, 
friends, not go and squander it by hiding it in anapkin, 
but let us keep it by giving it out.” - Reverend B.S.H ebden 
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| mportant D ates in the Life of 
J onnG .L ake 


March 18, 1870 - John G. Lake is born at St M ary’s, 
Ontario, C anada 


1886 - L ake receives C hrist as his L ord and Savior. H is 
parents move their family to Sault Ste. M arie, Michigan. 


1890 - Lake receives the experience of sanctification 
under the teaching of M elvin Pratt, a Christian farmer. 


O ctober 1891 - Lake becomes aM ethodist minister in 
Chicago, Illinois. He doesn’t pastor but starts two 
newspapers instead. 


February 1893 - Lake marries Jennie Stevens of 
N ewberry, Michigan. 


1897 - Several physicians diagnose Jennie as having 
incurable tuberculosis - she also suffers from increasing 
heart problems. 


April 1898 - Lake takes J ennie to the healing home of 
John Alexander D owiein Zion C ity, Illinois, whereon A pril 
28 Dowie prays for her and she is instantly healed of 
tuberculosis and heart disease. 
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1901 - John and Jennie move their family from Sault 
Ste. M ariato Zion City, Illinois, whereL akejoinstheD owie 
Institute. 


1904 - Lakemoves his family to Chicago and secures a 
seat on the Chicago Board of Trade. 


April 1907 - Lake leaves his insurance business, gives 
away his wealth, and goes into evangelistic work, casting 
himself and his family upon God to supply all their needs. 


April 19, 1908 - One year after beginning his 
evangelistic work, Lake and his family leave | ndianapolis, 
Indiana, and head for South A fricato do missionary work. 


M ay 1908 - John, J ennie, and their seven children arrive 
in South A frica. 


December 24, 1908 - While Lake is attending a native 
conference in the Orange Free State, Jennie dies 
unexpectedly. 


Early 1909 - Laketravels to England to hold meetings 
for Church of England ministers. As a result, the C hurch 
of England in A frica establishes the Emmanuel Society for 
the Practice of Divine H ealing. 


Early 1909 - From England Lake travels with a 
committee investigating healing to Lourdes, France, to visit 
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institutions with a reputation for healing. The! nvestigative 
Council in Lourdes asks several there to attempt to heal five 
terminally ill people. Lake agrees on condition that heis the 
last to pray for them. All of the others fail in their attempts. 
Lake prays for thesick and three are instantly healed, oneis 
healed over afew days, and one dies shortly after. 


July 1909 - Lake returns to the U nited States for six 
months to hold evangelistic services. Sufficient funds are 
raised to enablehim to take eight missionaries to South A frica. 


January 1910 - Lake and his eight missionaries travel 
to South A frica. 


1910 - Lake establishes the A postolic Church and is 
elected president. Eight hundred N ativeC ongregations and 
one hundred and twenty-five White C ongregations are 
eventually organized. 


1912 - Lakeand his seven children return to the U nited 
States. H e never goes back to A frica. 


N ovember 27, 1913 - Lake marries Florence Switzer 
of M ilwaukee, Wisconsin. D uring their marriage, they have 
five children. 


1914 - Lake establishes an Apostolic Church in 
Spokane, Washington, and opensH ealing Rooms that draw 
thousands from the United States and other countries. 
Branch churches are established in Portland, O regon; San 
Diego, California; and other cities. 
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May 1920 - John and Florence move to Portland, 
Oregon, to organize a similar church and healing rooms 
there. Within afew years, the healing rooms arehaving the 
same impact as the Spokane healing rooms. 


December 1924 - During revival meetings at Lake's 
Portland church, G ordon L indsay is powerfully converted. 
In 1970, Lindsay and his wife Freda co-found Christ for 
the N ations Institute in D allas, Texas. 


About 1925 to about 1930 - Lake attempts to establish 
healing rooms in Texas and various places in California but 
without success. H e goes back to Portland to pastor for a 
short time and then returns to Spokane. 


September 16, 1935 - At the age of 65, while pastoring 
in Spokane, Washington, John G. Lake dies of astroke. 
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John & JennieLake 


John & Jennie with five of their seven children. 
Back row: J ennie Stephens L ake, Alexdander, H orace H oughten (J 0e), 
John G.Lake. Center: O tto Brian (Jack) 
Front row: | rene (on J ennie’slap) and Edna, standing. 
N ot yet born: John Lakel! and Wallace Stephens L ake. 
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Charles Parham 


John G. Lake 
Left and above: Probably about 45 


- XXXvii - 


H ow to Be Filled with the Spiritaul Power of John G. Lake 


Portland Ministry Team O utside C hurch Building 
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Lake was among the early preachers at the Azusa Street 
Mission: William J. Seymour and John G. Lake seated, and 
Brother Adams, F.F. Bosworth, and Tom H ezmalhalch 
sanding. 
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John Lake— about 1934 
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John G.Lake— about 64 


Sacramento, California, 
M ayor Welcoming L ake and M inistry Team 
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Be) esperately H ungry 


“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, For they shall be filled” (M atthew 5:6). 


esperation is like the pressure of boiling lava deep 

within the bowels of a volcano, held back only by 
thelayers of inept material near the surface. But as the living 
lavacontinues to boil and seethethe pressure increases until 
nothing can hold it down and it breaks forth with a force 
that rolls over everything that tries to stop its progress. 


Sometimes it’s desperation for yourself, as it was for 
the woman with the issue of blood recorded in M atthew 
9:20-22 and Luke 8:43-48, for Blind Bartimaeus recorded 
in Mark 10:46-52 and Luke 18:35-43, and for the Prodigal 
Son in Luke 15:11-32. 


Woman with an Issue of Blood 


Though the woman had an issue of blood and so under the 
law was unclean and forbidden to bein acrowd of people, 
her desperation, brought about by 12 years of unsuccessful 
medical treatment and having no money left to pay for more 
treatments, drove her through the law and the crowd of 
peopleto J esus. She may have even forced her way through 
on her hands and Knees, since the specific reference to her 
touching “thehem of H is garment” may bethereto indicate 
that she touched the bottom hem. 
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On her feet, on her hands and knees, forbidden by the 
law, scorned, and discouraged by others, it did not matter. 
H er desperation was so great that whatever the cost she 
was going to reach her goal, “For she said to herself, ‘If 
only | may touch His garment, | shall be made well.’” 
Everything and everybody get out of the way, a desperate 
woman is coming through! 


Blind Bartimaeus 


It was the same with Blind Bartimaeus. When he heard 
that J esus of N azareth was passing by, he cried out, “Son 
of David, have mercy on me!” Many of those there 
“warned him to be quiet.” Be quiet. Bestill. Don’t makea 
fuss. Don’t stir up things. You're disturbing everyone 
around you. Inept matter trying to hold back boiling lava 
that’s bursting forth. | mpossible! 


So, Blind Bartimaeus “cried out all the more, ‘Son of 
D avid, have mercy on mel!’” 


When theSon of God heard this desperate cry, theH oly 
Scriptures tell us, “Jesus stood still.” The timeless Christ 
stood still in time, captured by thecry of adesperate blind 
man who saw clearer than all those who would stop him. 


Think of the wonder. The Son of God, by whom and 
through whom and for whom all things were created 
(Colossians 1:16), was arrested in His journey by the 
desperate cry of ablind person who sat begging daily on 
the side of the dusty and dirty Jericho Road. All because 
the blind person saw the truth of Christ the H ealer! 


So, J esus stood still and commanded him to be brought 
to Him. And when hehad comenear, H easked him, saying, 
“What do you want Me to do for you?” H esaid, “Lord, 
that | may receive my sight” (Luke 18:40-41). 
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You know what Jesus’ answer was— the sameas it will 
be to you. 


Prodigal Son 


The prodigal son took everything his father gave him and 
spent it upon the pleasures of the world until the world 
took everything from him—asit does from everyonefoolish 
enough to do the same. To get enough food to stay alivehe 
was forced to take a job feeding pigs for no better food 
than the pigs ate. An Israelite in covenant with Almighty 
God through A braham reduced by his own foolishness to 
feeding animals declared unclean by the Law of M oses—a 
spectacle to all who saw him. 


Then he became desperately hungry, and that hunger 
caused him to seehimself as hetruly was, to see his desperate 
condition, and started him upon a journey home to his 
father— a father of love and healing. 


“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘H ow 
many of my father’s hired servants have bread 
enough and to spare, and | perish with hunger! 


‘| will arise and go to my father, and will say to 
him, “Father, | have sinned against heaven and 
before you, and! am no longer worthy to be called 
your son. M akemelikeoneof your hired servants.”’ 


“And hearoseand cameto hisfather. But when 
he was still a great way off, his father saw him and 
had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and 
kissed him” (Luke 15:17-20). 
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Lake’sC ry for H oliness 


One night in Fred Bosworth’s [F. F. Bosworth] 
home, before Fred thought of preaching the gospel, | 
listened to Lillian T histleweight [sister-in-law of C harles 
Parham] tell of God and H is love, H is sanctifying grace 
and power, and what real holiness is. |t wasn’t her 
arguments of logic that impressed me — it was the 
woman herself. |t was the divine holiness that came from 
her soul. It was the living Spirit of God that came out of 
her inner being. 


| sat back in the room as far away as! could get. | 
was self-satisfied, doing well inthe world, prosperous 
with all the accompaniments that go with successful 
life. But that night my heart became so hungry that | 
fell on my knees, and those who were present will tell 
you that they had never heard anybody pray as 
desperately as! prayed. 


Fred said long afterward, “John, thereis oneinstance 
that | shall always remember in your life. That was the 
night you prayed in my home until the rafters shook, 
until God came down, until the fire struck, until God 
came in and sanctified our hearts.” 


All the devils in the universe could not make me 
believe there isn’t areal sanctifying experience of J esus 
Christ. A moment when G od comes in and makes your 
heart pure and takes self out of your nature, and gives 
you divine triumph over sin and self. “Blessed are those 
who hunger.” Beloved, pray to get hungry. 


Aswetalked with Lillian T histleweight that night, | 
saw that the one supreme thing in that woman’s soul 
was the consciousness of holiness. She said, “Brothers, 
that is what we prayed for. That is what the baptism 
brought to us. That is what we coveted from God.” 


| lived in a family, which for 32 years was never 
without an invalid in thehome. Before! was 24 years of 
age, we had buried four brothers and four sisters, and 
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four other members of the family were dying— hopeless, 
helpless invalids. | set up my own home, married a 
beautiful woman, and our first son was born. In only a 
short time! saw the same devilish train of sickness that 
had followed father’s family had come into mine. My 
wife became an invalid; my son was a sickly child. O ut 
of it all one thing developed in my nature: a cry for 
deliverance. M y soul cried to God for deliverance. | knew 
nothing about the subject of healing; notwithstanding, | 
was a M ethodist evangelist. 


But my heart was crying for deliverance; my soul 
had come to the place where! had given up depending 
on man. M y father had spent a fortune on the family to 
no avail, as if there were no stoppage to the train of hell. 
And let metell you, thereisno human stoppage, because 
thething is settled deep in the natureof man — too deep 
for any material remedy to get at it. It takestheA Imighty 
God and theH oly Spirit and the Lord Jesus Christ to 
get into the depth of man’s nature, find thereal difficulty 
that is there, and destroy it. 


|f you areaway from God and your heart is longing, 
your soul is crying for G od’s deliverance, H ewill beon 
hand to deliver. You will not have to cry very long until 
you see that the mountains are being moved, and the 
angel of deliverance will be there. 


| finally got to that place where my supreme heart- 
cry was for deliverance. Tears were shed for deliverance 
for three years before the healing of God came to us. | 
could hear the groans and cries, the wretchedness and 
sobs, and feel my family’s desperation. M y heart cried, 
my soul sobbed, my spirit wept tears. | wanted help. | 
did not know enough to call directly on God for it. |sn’t 
it a strange thing that men do not have sense enough to 
call on God for physical difficulties, as well as for spiritual 
ones? But | did not. 


But one thing matured in my heart— areal hunger. 
And the hunger of a person’s soul must be satisfied. It is 
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alaw of God that isin the depths of the Spirit. G od will 
answer the heart that cries; G od will answer thesoul that 
asks. C hrist J esus comes to us with divine assurance and 
invites us when wearehungry to pray, to believe, to take 
from the Lord that which our soul covets and our heart 
yearns for. 


O neday theL ord of heaven came our way, andina 
little while the cloud of darkness, that midnight of hell, 
was lifted. The light of God shoneinto our life and into 
our home. We learned the truth of J esus as a present-day 
healer and were able to receive the divine power of God 
for our needs. 


No one can understand the tremendous hold that 
the revelation of J esus as a present-day H ealer took on 
my life, and what it meant to me, unless they fully 
understand my background. 


| was one of sixteen children. O ur parents were 
strong, vigorous, healthy people. M y mother died at the 
age of seventy-five, and at the present time[M arch 1918] 
my father still lives and is seventy-seven. 


Before my knowledge and experience of the Lord 
as our healer, we buried eight members of our family. A 
strange train of sickness followed us and for thirty-two 
years, there was alwayssomemember of the family who 
was an invalid. When | think back to when | was a boy 
and a young man | remember a nightmare of sickness, 
doctors, nurses, hospitals, hearses, funerals, graveyards 
and tombstones, asorrowing household, abrokenhearted 
mother and grief-stricken father, struggling to forget the 
sorrows of thepast, in order to assist theliving members 
of the family, who needed their love and care. 


At thetimeC hrist was revealed to us as our healer, 
my brother, who had been an invalid for twenty-two 
years, and upon whom father had spent a fortune for 
medical assistance, was dying. H ebled incessantly from 
his kidneys, and was only kept alive by eating as much 
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blood-creating food as he could hold. | have never 
known any other man to suffer so extremely and so 
long as he did. 


Atthesametime, my thirty-four-year-old sister was 
dying with five cancers in her left breast. Dr. K arstens, a 
German surgeon of good reputation, operated on her 
fivetimes at H arper’s H ospital in D etroit, Michigan. But 
it was no use. There was alargecorecancer and after the 
operations four other heads developed—five in all. 


Another sister lay dying of an issue of blood. 
Gradually, day by day, her lifeblood flowed away until 
she was in the very throes of death. 


| had married and established my own home. Very 
soon after our marriage, the same train of sickness that 
had followed my father’s family appeared in mine My 
wife, Jennie, became an invalid from heart disease and 
tuberculosis. H er heart would stop and she would 
become unconsciousness. Sometimes | would find her 
unconscious on the floor or in her bed. Stronger and 
stronger stimulants became necessary in order to revive 
her heart action, until finally only nitroglycerin tablets 
would work. A fter these heart spells) ennie would remain 
in asemi- paralytic condition for weeks, the result of over- 
stimulation the physicians said. 


But in the midst of the deepest darkness, when baffled 
physicians stood back and acknowledged their inability 
to help, when the cloud of darkness and death was again 
hovering over my parent’s family and mine, suddenly the 
light of God broke through into our soul through the 
message of one godly minister great enough and true 
enough to God to proclaim the wholetruth of God. 


| took my brother to oneof John A lexander D owie's 
great meetings in C hicago where a portion of the room 
was filled with cots on which dying folkslay. M y brother, 
aman who had been an invalid for twenty-two years 
and themost terriblesufferer | haveever seen, was healed 
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in that room. Dowiecamein and sat down to teach for a 
little while and as he looked down and saw the intense 
suffering of my brother he dropped his Bible and came 
down to him and said, “Young fellow, | see you are 
suffering,” and he prayed for him. 


Instantly, the power of God flashed through him. 
H earose and walked out of the place in his nightgown. 
Three others, agreat deal like him, wereon cots. D owie 
prayed for each one, and one after another received the 
healing touch and arose from their cots. 


My brother walked four miles after he got off his 
death cot, returned to his home, and took a partnership 
in our father’s business, a well man. When | saw him 
well, | walked on my tiptoes for about three weeks. The 
wonder of God’s power had been revealed to my 
M ethodist soul. 


Great joy and marvelous hope sprang up in our 
hearts. A real manifestation of the healing power of God 
was before us. Q uickly we arranged to take our sister 
with the five cancers to thesame healing home, carrying 
her on a stretcher. She was taken into the healing 
meeting. Within her soul she said, “Others may be 
healed because they are good. | have not been a true 
Christian like others. They may be healed because of 
their goodness, but | fear healing is not for me.” It 
seemed more than her soul could grasp. 


After listening from her cot to the preaching and 
teaching of the Word of God on healing through J esus 
Christ, hope sprang up in her soul. She was prayed for 
and hands laid on her. As the prayer of faith arose to 
God, the power of God descended upon her, thrilling 
her being. Her pain instantly vanished. The swelling 
disappeared gradually. The large core cancer turned 
black, and in a few days fell out. The smaller ones 
disappeared. T he mutilated breast began to re-grow and 
became a perfect breast again. 
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H ow our hearts thrilled! Words cannot tell this story. 
A new faith sprang up within us — a living, dynamic 
faith. |f God could heal our dying brother and our dying 
sister, and cause cancers to disappear, H e could heal 
anything or anybody! 


The sister who had the issue of blood and | had 
been close from our childhood. She was a little older 
than |. The vision of Christ the H ealer had just been 
opened to my soul. M y mother called meone night and 
said, “John, if you want to see your sister alive, you 
must come at once.” 


When | arrived, my mother said, “You are too late, 
sheis gone.” | went to her bedside and laid my hand on 
her forehead; it was cold. | felt for a heartbeat but there 
was none.! picked up asmall mirror and held it over her 
mouth, but there was no discoloration. She wasn’t 
breathing. | stood there stunned. H er husband knelt at 
the foot of the bed weeping. H er baby was asleep in the 
crib at the opposite side of the room. M y old father and 
mother knelt sobbing at the side of the bed. They had 
seen eight of their children die; she was apparently the 
ninth. M y soul wasin astorm. As| looked at this sister, 
| said, “O God, this is not your will. | cannot accept it! 
Itis the work of the devil and darkness.” 


| discovered the strange fact that there are times when 
one's spirit lays hold on the spirit of another. Somehow, 
| just felt my spirit lay hold of the spirit of my sister. | 
prayed, “Dear Lord, she cannot go.” | walked up and 
down theroom for sometime. M y spirit was crying out 
for somebody with faith in God that | could call upon 
to help me 


That was twenty-five years ago when theindividual 
who trusted G od for healing was almost an insane person 
in the eyes of theC hurch and theworld. Bless G od, it is 
different now. That is the advantage of having people 
who trust God and walk out on God's lines to come 
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together, stay together, and form anucleus in society that 
has some force for God. 


As! walked up and down in my sister's room, | could 
think of but one man who had faith on this line. That 
was John Alexander D owie, six hundred miles away. | 
went to the phone, called Western U nion, and told them 
| wanted to get atelegram through to Dr. Dowiewith an 
answer back as quickly as possible. | sent this wire: “M y 
sister has apparently died, but my spirit will not let her 
go.! believe if you will pray, God will heal her.” 


Soon after, | received this answer back: “H old on to 
God.|! am praying. She will live.” 


| have asked athousand times, “What would it have 
meant if instead of that telegram of faith, | had received 
one from a weakling preacher who might have said, ‘I 
am afraid you are on the wrong track,’ or ‘Brother you 
are excited,’ or ‘The days of miracles are past’?” 


It was the strength of D owie’s faith that came over 
the wire that caused the lightning of my soul to begin 
to flash, and while! stood at thetelephone and listened 
to his answer being read to me, the very lightning of 
God began to flash in my spirit. | prayed, “This thing 
is of hell; it cannot be; it will not be. In the name of 
Jesus Christ, | abolish this death and sickness, and she 
shall live.” 


As| finished praying, | turned my eyes toward the 
bed, and | saw my sister’s eyelids blink. But | was so 
wrought up| said, “M aybel am deceiving myself.” So, | 
stood alittlewhileat thetelephone, thelightning of God 
still flashing through my soul. Presently | observed her 
husband get up and tiptoe to the bed, and! knew that he 
had seen it. 


| said, “What is it Peter?” 


H ereplied, “I thought! saw her eyelids move.” And 
just then, they moved again. 
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Five days later, my sister came to our father’s 
home and sat down with us for Christmas dinner— 
the first time in my parents’ life when all the Lake 
family was well. 


My wife, who had been slowly dying for years, 
and suffering untold agonies, was the last of the four 
to receive God’s healing touch. But before God's 
power cameupon her | realized, as! never had before, 
the character of consecration G od was asking and that 
a Christian should give to God. Day by day, death 
silently stole over her, until the final hours had come. 
A brother minister was present. He stood by her 
bedside, then returning to me with tears in his eyes, 
said, “C ome and walk.” 


We went outdoors into the darkness and he said to 
me, “Brother Lake, be reconciled to the will of God.” 
M eaning by that as most all ministers do, “Bereconciled 
to let your wife die.” | thought of my babies. | thought 
of her whom! loved as my own soul, and aflame burned 
in my heart. | felt as if God had been insulted by such a 
suggestion. Yet, | had many things to learn. 


In the midst of my soul storm | returned to my 
home, picked up my Bible from the mantelpiece and 
threw it on thetable. If ever G od caused aman’s Bibleto 
open to a message that his soul needed, surely He did 
then for me. The book opened at the tenth chapter of 
Acts, and my eyes fell on the thirty-eighth verse, which 
read: “J esus of N azareth with theH oly Ghost and power: 
who went about doing good, and healing all that were 
oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.” 


Like a flash from the blue, these words pierced my 
heart. “O ppressed of the devil!” 


Then God was not the author of sickness, and 
the people whom] esus healed had not been made sick 
by God! Quickly going to another Scripture that was 
referenced, | read again from the words of J esus in 
Luke 13:16, “O ught not this woman ... whom Satan 
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has bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from 
this bond?” 


O nce again, Jesus attributed sickness to the devil. 
W hat a faith sprang up in my heart, and what a flame of 
intelligence concerning the Word of God and the 
ministry of Jesus went over my soul. | saw aS never before 
why Jesus healed the sick. H e was doing the will of His 
Father, and in doing H is Father’s will, was destroying 
the works of the devil. (H ebrews 2:14b) 


In my soul | said, “This work of the devil, this 
destruction of my wife'slife, in the name of J esus C hrist 
shall cease, for Christ died and Himself took our 
infirmities and bore our sicknesses” (M atthew 8:16-17). 


We decided on 9:30 a.m. as an hour when prayer 
should beoffered for her recovery, and again | telephoned 
and telegraphed friends to join mein prayer at that hour. 
At 9:30, | knelt at her dying bed and called on the living 
God. The power of God came upon her, thrilling her 
from head to foot. H er paralysis was gone, her heart 
became normal, her cough ceased, her breathing was 
regular, her temperature was normal. T hepower of God 
was flowing through her person, seemingly liketheblood 
flows through the veins. 


As| was praying! heard asound from her liPs. N ot 
the sound of weakness as formerly, but now a strong, 
clear, voice, and she cried out, “PraiseG od,| am healed!” 
With that, she caught the bed covers, threw them back 
from her, and in a moment was out on the floor— 
completely healed! 


W hat a day! Shall | ever forget it— when the power 
of God thrilled our souls, and thejoy of God possessed 
our hearts at her recovery? 


“And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free” (John 8:32). 


The news spread throughout the city and the state. 
The newspapers discussed it. O ur home became a center 
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of inquiry. People traveled for great distances to see 
Jennie and to talk with her. She was flooded with letters 
of inquiry. 


A great new light had dawned in our soul. Our 
church had diligently taught us that the days of miracles 
were past. Believing that, eight members of the family 
had been permitted to die. But now, with the light of 
truth flashing in our hearts, we saw that such teaching 
was alie, no doubt invented by thedevil, and diligently 
heralded as truth by the Church, thus robbing 
Christians of their rightful inheritance through the 
suffering of Jesus C hrist. “... by whosestripes you were 
healed” (1 Peter 2:24b). 


O thers came to our home. They said, “Since God 
has healed you, surely H e will heal us. Pray for us.” 
We were forced into it. God answered, and many 
were healed. 


M any years have passed since then, but no day has 
gone by in which God has not answered prayer. People 
have been healed, not by ones and twos, nor by hundreds, 
or even thousands, but by tens of thousands. For | have 
devoted my life, day and night, to this ministry. 

| wish we were all desperately hungry for God. 
Wouldn't it be glorious? It would be a strange thing if 
wewereall desperately hungry for God and only oneor 
two got filled [or healed] in a service. 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, For they shall be filled” (Matthew 5:6). 
-JohnG.Lake 


Spiritual Principles 


Aswith all principles established in the Word of God, the 
underlying principle stated in M atthew 5:6 holds true for 
anything that has been provided for us by Christ, whether 
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righteousness, holiness, healing, spiritual power, or anything 
else. The underlying principle is this: Those who hunger 
and thirst, who are desperately hungry for what they desire, 
shall receive what they desire. 


In spiritual matters, thereis often acatalyst that explodes 
something within us and starts us on anew journey in the 
kingdom of God. For John G. Lake, it was when “thecloud 
of darkness and death” increasingly enveloped his beloved 
wife, Jennie, and threatened to blot out her life. So great 
was the darkness that all earthly hope was lost. But as in 
many things of the spirit, God used that darkness to bring 
forth the light of the truth of the healing gospel! of Jesus 
Christ. It was a revelation that started Lake on a journey 
toward spiritual power unlike anything that had been seen 
since the time of the A postles. 


Beginning of the A zusa Street R evival 


For Tom Seymour, the man God used to bring about the 
Azusa Street Revival that swept the world, the spark that 
started him on his journey was the life of C harles Parham, 
whom God used to renew the spiritual gifts of the H oly 
Spirit to the Church. 


“Brother Charles Parham was preaching in Texas. | 
was there when Tom Seymour came into his meeting. 
Parham related his experience with the H oly Spirit to 
Brother Tom and me. There was adeep hunger in Tom’s 
soul. H e worked as a waiter in arestaurant to support 
himself while he preached. H e Knew God as his Savior 
and Sanctifier. He knew the power of God to heal. But 
as helistened to Parham, hebecameconvinced of abigger 
thing—the baptism of the H oly Spirit. H e went on to 
Los Angeles without receiving it, but he said he was 
determined to preach all of God he knew to the people, 
whether he had yet experienced it himself or not. H ere 
is what he later told me. 
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“Before | met Parham, there was such a hunger to 
havemoreof God in my heart that! prayed for fivehours 
aday for two and ahalf years. | got to Los Angeles, and 
there the hunger was not less but more. | prayed, God, 
what can | do? 


“The Spirit said, Pray more. T here are better things 
to be had in spiritual life, but they must be sought out 
with faith and prayer. 


“| told Him that | was praying five hours a day 
now— but H edidn’t answer me. So, | increased my hours 
of prayer to seven, and prayed on for a year and a half 
more.| prayed to God to giveme what Parham preached, 
the real H oly Spirit and fire ... and love and power of 
God like the apostles had.” 


“God had put such a hunger into that man’s heart 
that when thefire of God cameit glorified him. | do not 
believe any other man in modern times had a more 
wonderful deluge of God in his life than God gave to 
that dear fellow, and the glory and power of areal H oly 
Spirit revival swept the world. 


“That blessed man preached to my congregation of 
ten thousand people when the glory and power of God 
was upon his spirit, and men and women shook and 
trembled and cried to God. God was in him. 


“Blessed are those who hunger ... for they shall be 
filled” (M atthew 5:7). 


“| wonder what you are hungering for. H aveyou a 
real divine hunger, something your soul is asking for? I f 
you have, God will answer— God will answer. By every 
law of the Spirit that we know, theanswer isdueto come. 
It will come! Bless God, it will come. It will come in 
more ways than you ever dreamed of.” - Tom Seymour 


W hat will start you on your journey? What will God 
use to absolutely convince you of the truth of H is Word, 
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of the living presence of Christ the H ealer in you, and 
that the same spiritual power that flowed in the life of 
John G. Lakeis available to you? Watch for it. Be ready 
for it. |t’s coming. 


My Own Testimony of a Desperate C ry 


M y wife, Beverlee, and | received Jesus Christ as our Lord 
and Savior in 1972. Within six months, the Lord began to 
progressively heal Beverlee of crippling rheumatoid arthritis 
and lupus. A few months later, H e healed me of a slipped 
disk condition that for nearly ten years had periodically 
disabled my back. 


Although our faith for healing had increased because 
of these, | continued to suffer from agonizing attacks of 
hemorrhoids—a condition that had recurred far too 
frequently for over 14 years. 


The particular attack I’m writing about continued 
unceasingly for over two weeks, until | was apologizing 
almost daily to Beverleeand our children for my irritability. 
Going to work wasimpossible, as was a full night’s sleep. | 
would awakealmost every hour with nightmares of burning 
knives being plunged into me. 


Toward the end of this two-week attack, nothing helped 
anymore to ease the pain— medication, hot baths, nothing 
worked. | prayed constantly for relief but without results. 
An operation was fast approaching as my only option. 


This night of all nights, | used all the medication | could, 
took ahot bath, and then laid in bed on my back as quiet as 
| could. After some time | fell asleeo— and then woke up 
about 1 A.M. with the most agonizing pain | had yet 
experienced. From my waist down | was literally on fire. 
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It was impossible to stay in bed, so! worked my way 
up and into the bathroom. There! grabbed the sink with 
both hands and braced my body against the waves of pain 
that roared though me. Sweat poured down my face as | 
stared at myself in the mirror, straining not to make asound 
that would disturb Beverlee or our children. | had never 
before been in such agony. 


| didn’t know what to do anymore. | was desperate. | 
needed help. Then suddenly, in the midst of this agonizing 
pain, from somewhere deep inside, a cry burst out of me: 
“Jesus, help me!” 


The pain instantly stopped, as if someone had taken a 
knife and sliced it away from me. It stopped so suddenly 
that my body, which had been braced against the pain, 
lurched forward and then back. 


| didn’t movea muscle. | hardly breathed. | just stood 
there, unableto believe what | wasno longer feeling. | don’t 
know how long! stood there, but at some point | moved 
slowly back into the bedroom and laid carefully down on 
my back and waited for the pain that | was certain would 
return— but which | hoped against hope would not. Then 
| drifted off to sleep. 


When | awoke the sun was shining through our open 
bedroom window and | could hear birds singing in the 
backyard. M entally | checked myself immediately for pain, 
and there was none, not a whisper, only a slight pressure 
wheretherehad been agonizing pain for nearly two weeks. 


Beverlee was still asleep and | got slowly out of bed 
and went over to the window and looked out at the 
backyard. A slight breeze was blowing, and the early 
morning sunlight was shining through the trees, chasing 
theshadowsof theleaves on thelawn. | listened to the birds 
singing happily for the first time in two weeks—or so it 
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seemed to me. Then suddenly | realized that the Lord had 
healed me and | wept like a baby. 


That was twenty-one years ago, and there has never 
been another attack. 
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Bef ully C onvinced 


H edid not waver at the promise of G od through unbelief, 
but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, 
and being fully convinced that what H e had promised 
H ewasalso ableto perform (Romans 4:20-21). 


A t the end of a Sunday morning service in a nearby 

church, the pastor called several trustees to the front 
and announced to the congregation that starting that day 
they were going to lay hands on thesick and pray for them 
at the end of each morning service—to “see what will 
happen.” N othing happened, of course, and after several 
weeks the praying stopped without anything being said 
about it. 


A few years ago ayoung lady from another church said 
that theintercessory prayer group in her church was praying 
and fasting for the pastor’s wife to be healed of cancer. She 
was asked how often the group met for prayer. 


“Every Friday night,” she said. 
“And how often is the group fasting?” 
“All day Friday until after the prayer meeting.” 


“If your church’sintercessory prayer group was absolutely 
certain that the pastor’s wife would be healed if they prayed 
and fasted for, say, forty days, would they do it?” 
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“Of course,” she said. 
“And theintercessory group is not doing it because... ?” 


If You Can Believe 


M ark 9:23 records] esus’ answer to afather’s agonizing cry 
for help after the L ord’s disciples failed in their attempts to 
heal his son: “If you can believe, all things are possible to 
him who believes.” 


Think of it (Selah): “A II things are possible to him who 
believes.” N ot just a few things, all things! N o just some 
things, all things! N ot just most things, all things! 
Everything is possible to him who believes! 


N ow here's the question: Do you fully, completely, 
absolutely, believe Jesus’ statement that “all things are 
possible to you if you believe?” 


You know, there are statements and promises in the 
Word of God that are so tremendous, so amazing, so 
immense in their implications that they stagger not only 
the mind and imagination but also the heart of many 
people— especially Christians. T he statement or promiseis 
just too great for them to believe. T hat’s why theK ing] ames 
Version of the Bible puts Romans 4:20 the way it does: “He 
staggered not at the promise of G od through unbelief... ” 


The KJV goes on to say in the next verse that he was 
“fully persuaded.” The New King James Version that 
we're using for this book says that Abraham was “fully 
convinced that what H e[G od] had promised H ewas also 
able to perform.” 


Are you fully convinced that what J esus said in M ark 
9:23, 11:22-24, 16:17-18, and John 14:12-14 are true and 
H eisableto perform them— perform them in your lifeand 
through you? 
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You must be, you know, otherwise you will never 
persist until you receivethespiritual power you need. M ark 
those two words well: until and persist. They are the two 
keys you need to unlock the doors to G od’s storehouse of 
spiritual power—or of anything else. 


Insistent Persistence 


In Luke 11:5-8, J esus tells the story of a person who goes 
to afriend to get three loaves of bread for another friend 
(note that the loaves are for someone else). T hough at first 
refused, he persists and is given what his other friend needs. 


In verse 8, J esus states that he is given the three loaves 
of bread specifically “because of his persistence.” Then 
H e gives the prayer principles and results of persistence 
in verses 9 and 10— most clearly shown in the A mplified 
Bible version: 


And | say to you, Ask and keep on asking and, 
and it shall be given you; seek and keep on seeking, 
and you shall find; knock and keep on knocking, 
and the door shall be opened to you. 


For every one who asks and keeps on asking 
receives, and he who seeks and keeps on seeking 
finds, and to him who knocksand keepson knocking 
the door shall be opened. 


Later in Luke 18:1-8, J esus tells asimilar story with the 
same prayer principles to H is disciples to teach them “that 
men [you] always ought to pray and not lose heart.” 


It's worthy of note that in verse 5 where it says, “yet 
because this widow troubles me,” it has the sense— as shown 
in the Amplified Bible—of, “continues to trouble me.” 
Some say it’s better interpreted as “continually continues 
to trouble me.” In other words, the widow was insistent 
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and persistent— she wasn’t going to give up, to stop 
knocking at his door until he gave her what she wanted. 


It is also extremely worthy of note that Jesus ended 
this parable of the insistent, persistent, widow with the 
question, “N evertheless, when the Son of man comes will 
H ereally find [persistence in the] faith on the earth?” 


Persistence always wins when you persist until! 
Persistence will overcome all obstacles, uncertainty, and 
enemies. It’s the backbone of a conquering spirit that 
never retreats. 


John Lake Seaks of a C onquering Spirit 


When we come down the line of twenty-one 
apostles, we find among other things that fourteen out 
of twenty-one gave their lives for the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Fiveof them gavetheir lives on olivetrees, where 
they did not take time to make crosses, but nailed them 
to the first thing that they could find. Thomas died in 
India being pierced through both ways and left to die. 
That is the character of apostleship; that is the character 
of Christianity. 


That is the reason that before H is arrest after He 
had eaten with them, Jesus took the cup and when He 
had drunk said: “The new testament in my blood.” The 
thing that gave it significance was the pledge that was 
made. From time immemorial, men have pledged 
themselves under every circumstance. The old Romans, 
before a great battle were in the habit of gathering 
together, whilethe commander took thecup in his hands, 
to drink to the pledge that they all gave for the honor of 
Rome and that they would never retreat. That is what 
gave them their invinciblecharacter and that carried their 
conquest throughout the world. 
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Jesus C hrist was not behind that conception in H is 
endeavor to put that spirit of God and fidelity in the 
soul of Christianity. H ecalled thetwelvetogether, stood 
beforethem, and taking thecup in H ishandssaid in their 
presence, “The new testament in my blood.” And when 
H ehad drunk, H egaveit to Peter and handed it to J ohn, 
and to each onein his turn. And when they had drunk 
with the Son of God, accepting that pledge, it meant to 
Peter, “The new testament in my blood,” and it meant 
the same to J ames and to Andrew. And to every one of 
them in their soul they gaveassent to the pledge of J esus, 
“The new testament in my blood.” 


That is the conquering spirit of apostleship in J esus 
Christ, that conquering spirit of Christianity born out 
of the soul of the Son of God. That is the reason that 
Christians look to their Lord, not as a coward, not 
quailing from suffering and hiding in fear, but they look 
to Him as the boldest of the bold, as H e dared to do 
what never man dared. 


Who can help but lovethat character of aC hristian? 
And beloved you who have listened to my voice for six 
or seven years past Know that my heart has asked, my 
soul has cried, and my nature has longed that G od might 
bring forth in this city [Spokane, Washington] aC hristian 
character of that order that will stand forever as adivine 
monument of eternal faithfulness and fidelity in Jesus 
Christ to the truths of the Son of God. 


Yes, | have confidence in you. Other souls may 
shatter on the rocks; other souls may wither in 
disappointment, but the lives that have been planted in 
that spirit of divine fidelity to Jesus Christ are 
unconquerable. They will triumph in the world. In the 
midst of thesentiment of modern church life, the world 
is waiting for those who dare again to walk out on the 
platform of the Son of God and stand there, bless G od! 


That is the reason that by the grace of God wetake 
our place by the side of the Son of God and without 
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dodging we endeavor to accept the platform on which 
our Lord has stood. “The Spirit of the L ord,” said J esus, 
“is upon me; because he hath anointed me to preach 
the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of 
the Lord.” 


N ot the everlasting waiting for the year of the 
jubilee—no sir! Jesus C hrist had come, the eternal jubilee, 
everlastingly available. H ewas at hand. C omein and take 
the blessing and by the grace of God enjoy the 
benediction of heaven that the Christ has provided. 


My heart has ever coveted one thing above 
everything else; and that is that | might have been one of 
the company who sat with Jesus that night and might 
have taken the cup from H is hands and drunk it likea 
man, saying, “The new testament in my blood.” | bless 
God that throughout the ages, Jesus Christ has left a 
chosen church and a chosen generation of men and 
women who lovetheL ord, who can take the cup in their 
hands, and who can drink H is blood again, declaring as 
H edid, “The new testament in my blood,” and live it 
and die by it! - John G. Lake 


N ever Give U p— N ever Retreat 


John G. Lake would never give up or retreat before any 
disease or ailment or spiritual obstacle. Being fully 
convinced that Jesus Christ had provided redemption for 
the spirit, soul, and body of every human being who would 
believe, he wielded the name of J esus C hrist likethe rod of 
Moses and drove back the enemies of God’s children 


wherever he found them. 


Blessed be God, if you were sick and the world was 


unable to help you, you would want a courageous, 
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persistent, person with the conquering spirit of aJohn G. 
Lake to help you battle back your enemy. Lake had his 
Alexander Dowie, and hundreds-of-thousands had their 
John G. Lake. N ow the sick and diseased are waiting for 
others likethem to riseup with the shield of faith, thesword 
of the Word, the name of Jesus Christ, and the power of 
the H oly Spirit. 


Where are today’s John G. Lakes, Alexander D owies, 
D orothea Trudels, A. B. Simpsons, A.J]. Gordons, Maria 
Woodworth Etters, Smith Wigglesworths? 


Look in your mirror! 


John L ake on Redemption and Faith 


Everything thereisin theredemption of J esus C hrist 
is available for man, when man will present his claim in 
faith and take it. There is no question in the mind of 
God concerning the salvation of a sinner. No more is 
there concerning the healing of a sick one. It is in the 
atonement of Jesus C hrist. H is atonement was unto the 
uttermost, to the last need of man. The responsibility 
rests purely, solely, and entirely on man. J esus put it there. 
Jesus said, “When ye pray, believe that ye receive them, 
and yeshall havethem.” And you shall have. N o question 
about it in the words of J esus. 


|f ever aman madehis words emphatic, it was] esus. 
If ever H espoke with emphasis on any question, it was 
on the subject of God's will, and the result of faith in 
prayer. Indeed, H edid not even speak them in ordinary 
words, but in the custom of the East. H e said, “Verily, 
verily.” Amen. The same as if | would stand in an 
American court and say, “| swear to tell the truth, the 
wholetruth, and nothing but thetruth, so help meG od.” 
So the E asterner raised his hand and said, “A men, amen,” 
or “Verily, verily” — with the solemnity of an oath, | say 
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unto you. So Jesus said, “When ye pray, believe that ye 
receive them, and ye shall have them.” 


James in expounding the subject says concerning 
those that doubt, “Let not that man think that he shall 
receive any thing of the Lord.” Why? Well, he says a 
man that doubteth “is like a wave of the sea driven with 
thewind and tossed.” Thereisno continuity in his prayer. 
Thereis no continuity in his faith. T hereis no continuity 
in his character. T here is no fixed concentration on God 
for the thing that he wants. H eis like the waves of the 
sea, scattered and shattered, driven hereand thereby the 
wind because there is an “if” in it. “Let not that man 
think that he shall receive anything of the Lord.” 


The redemption of Christ was an uttermost 
redemption, to the last need of the human heart—for 
body, soul, and spirit. He is a Christ and Savior, even 
unto the uttermost. Blessed be His N ame! Who shall 
dare to raise alimit to the power of God! Who shall dare 
to raise a limit to the accomplishment of faith through 
Jesus Christ? | am glad that the days are passing quickly 
when men no longer desire to raise barriers before the 
souls of men. The tendency is to take down the barriers 
and let all the faith of your heart go out to God, for every 
man and every condition of life—to let the loveof God 
flow out of your soul to every hungry soul. 


People look in amazement in these days when God 
answers prayer for a soul. A week ago last night, my 
dear wifeand | went to pray for asoul, aM rs. M cFarland. 
Ten years ago, atree fell on her and broke her back. She 
became paralyzed, and for ten years she has been in a 
wheel chair, her limbs swollen, and her feet great senseless 
looking lumps that hung down useless. She says that 
many preachers have visited her in these years and have 
told her to be reconciled to the will of God, sit still, and 
suffer longer. She said, “Oh | would not mind waiting. 
If the pain would just stop for alittle while, it would be 
so good. | would feel as if | were rewarded.” 
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We lovingly laid our hands upon her and prayed. 
You ask, “Did you pray, ‘If it be thy will’?” No! | did 
not, but | laid my hands on that dear soul and prayed, 
“Y ou devil that has been tormenting this woman for ten 
years and causing the tears to flow, | rebuke you in the 
name of the Son of God. And by the authority of the 
Son of God | cast you out.” 


Something happened. Life began to flow into her 
being, and the pain left. In a little while she discovered 
that power coming back into her body. Then she found 
she could get up on her hands and knees. She began to 
call in her neighbors and relatives to show them what 
God had done and how God had delivered her. 


About 1851 in Switzerland, God revealed to 
Dorothea Trudel that Jesus Christ was the same 
yesterday, today, and forever, and that all the healing 
power that was in J esus was in Him still. That H is love 
for humanity was still as deep as ever, and that H eis just 
as willing to save asick body as asick soul. 


D orothea believed what she heard within her heart 
and read in the Bible and began to tell the glad tidings. 
Soon after, she healed several colleagues by way of 
prayer and anointing with oil. O thers then began to 
come to her for prayer and anointing and many were 
healed. She later established the first divine healing 
homes using the same methods plus close attention to 
living a holy and righteous life. Along with the work 
of Bishop Blumhardt in Germany, this was the origin 
of the teaching of healing in modern times through faith 
in thenameof Jesus Christ, and the forerunner of later 
healing homes and centers. - John G. Lake 


Faith C omes from H earing 
Dorothea Trude N arrative 


Charles G. Finney, during his lifetime, was familiar with 
the circumstances connected with the remarkable healing 
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of asick lady in O berlin, Ohio, and he vouched for these 
facts as unquestionably authentic. This is what Finney said 
about the healing: 


“Mrs. M iller isthe wife of aC ongregational minister, 
and a lady of unquestionable truthfulness. H er story is 
worthy of entire confidence, as we have known her for 
years as a lame, suffering, invalid, and now see her in 
our midst in sound health. 


“Mrs. M iller and those who werepresent, regard the 
healing as supernatural, and a direct answer to prayer. 
The facts must speak for themselves. Why should not 
the sick be healed in answer to the prayer of faith? 
Unbelief can discredit them, but faith sees nothing 
incrediblein the facts stated by Mrs. Miller. Mrs. M iller’s 
own statement is as follows, and it is fully endorsed by 
the most reliable citizens and members of the First 
Church at O berlin. 


“From my parents! inherited aconstitution subject 
to a chronic form of rheumatism. In early life, | was 
attacked with rheumatic weaknesses and pains, which 
affected my whole system. 


“For nearly forty years! was subject to moreor less 
suffering from this cause; sometimes unable to attend 
church services for months at atime. U ntil the last three 
months, | havebeen unable to get about without the aid 
of crutch or staff, generally both, for seven years. | have 
used many liniments and remedies, but with no 
permanently good result. | have been a Christian from 
childhood, but in our revival last Spring | received a 
spiritual refreshing from the Lord, which gave a new 
impulse to my faith. Since then, my religion has been a 
new life to me. 


“Last summer, several of us Christian sisters were 
in thehabit of spending short seasons of prayer together, 
that the Lord would send us a pastor. Some of our 
number had read the narrative of D orotheaTrudel, and 
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had spoken to me on the subject of healing in answer 
to prayer. 


“My faith had not yet risen to the level of healing. 
| had in fact accepted what | supposed to be the will of 
God, and madeup my mind to bealameand suffering 
invalid the rest of my life. | had long since ceased to 
use remedies for the restoration of my health. In fact, | 
had not even thought of praying in regard to it, for | 
regarded it as the will of God that | should suffer in 
silent submission. 


“N otwithstanding what had been said to me about 
healing, | remained in this opinion and in this attitude 
until the 26th of September, 1872, when several ladies 
met at our housefor a prayer meeting. | had been growing 
worse for some time, and was at that time unable to get 
out to attend achurch service. | was suffering much pain 
that afternoon. Indeed, | was hardly able to be out of 
my bed. Up to this time, none of the sisters who had 
conversed with me about the subject of healing by faith 
had been able to tell me anything from their own 
experience, [they had only the information from 
Dorothea Trudel’s narrative]. 


“That afternoon, one lady was present who could 
speak to me from her own experience of being healed 
in answer to the prayer of faith. She related several 
striking instances in which her prayers had been 
answered in the removal of different forms of disease 
to which she was subject. 


“She also repeated anumber of passages of Scripture, 
which clearly justified the expectation of being healed in 
answer to theprayer of faith. She also said that J esus had 
shown her that H ewasjust as ready to heal diseases now 
as He was when on earth—that such healing was 
expressly promised in Scripture, in answer to the prayer 
of faith, and that nowhere was it taken back. 
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“These facts, reasoning, and passages of Scripture, 
made adeep impression on my mind. F or thefirst time! 
found myself ableto believe that J esus would heal mein 
answer to prayer. She asked meif | could join my faith 
with hers and ask for immediate healing. | told her | felt 
that | could. We then knelt and called upon the Lord. 
She offered a mighty prayer to God, and | followed. 


“W hileshe was leading in prayer, | felt aquickening 
in my whole being and my pain stopped. When werose 
from prayer, | felt that a great changehad comeover me, 
and that | was cured. ! found that! could walk without 
my staff or crutch or any assistancefrom any one. Since 
then, my pains have never returned. | have more than 
my youthful vigor. | walk with more ease and rapidity 
than | ever did in my life, and | have never felt so fresh 
and young as! now do at the age of fifty-two. 


“The hundred and third Psalm is now my Psalm, 
and my youth is more than renewed, like the eagle's. | 
cannot express the constant joy of my heart for the 
wonderful healing of my soul and body. | feel asif it was 
every bit made whole.” 


“Thetestimony of eyewitnesses to this healing is as 
follows: “We wereall present at the time of the healing, 
and know the facts to be true. Weareall Christians, and 
have no interest in deceiving anybody, and would by no 
means dishonor G od by stating morethan the exact truth. 


“Since the healing, M rs. M iller is still with us, and in 
excellent health. N either the severe cold of last winter, 
nor the extreme heat of this summer, has at all injured 
her health. From our first acquaintance with her, she was 
so lame that she was unable to walk, except by theaid of 
crutches. Since that time she has been able to walk 
without help, and appears perfectly well.” 


“H er husband added his testimony. “She was unable 
to walk without crutches for anumber of years. A long 
time ago we tried many remedies and physicians, with 


230s 


Be Fully Convinced 


no lasting good results, and expected that she would 
remain an invalid. 


“N ow sheapplies no remedy and has not taken any 
medicine. At the time of her cure she was much worse 
than for a long while before, being in great pain 
continually, until the moment she fully believed. When 
she did, she was restored to perfect soundness in an 
instant. From that moment to this, she has not felt any 
of her former pain. 


“She can now walk with me for miles as fast as | 
want to walk without feeling much fatigue. She does all 
her own housework and attends seven church meetings 
during the week. In short, she is stronger, and seems as 
young and spry, as when we were married thirty-two 
years ago. The work of the dear Savior in her cureseems 
to be perfect, and sheis an astonishment to all who knew 
her before and see her now. To H is name all the praise. 


“The same week my wife was healed, another lady 
who was amember of the First C ongregational C hurch 
and confined to her bed with acomplicated disease, was 
prayed for and restored at once to wholeness.” - C harles 
G. Finney 


God is Too Great for U nbelief 


It must bean insult to God for H is children not to believe 
every word He says—an insult for them not to be fully 
convinced that He will do everything He has said and 
promised H ewould do. H eisGod, and H eis too great for 
anyone not to believe H im fully— especially H is children 


who are born again by H is Spirit. 


Jesus chastised H is disciples for their lack of faith more 


than anything else. H e got so exasperated with them that 
in M ark 9:19 H e’s recorded as saying to them, “O faithless 
generation, how long shall | be with you? H ow long shall 
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| bear with you?” H ow long do | have to put up with 
your unbelief? 


And when Peter failed to keep walking on the water 
because of his fear, even though most Bible versions have 
Jesus saying, “O you of little faith,” the Greek N ew 
Testament shows that H eactually called Peter “Little faith.” 
H ow would you liketo haveyour L ord give you that name? 


Don’t doubt God; don’t doubt His word. If you’re 
going to doubt anything, doubt your doubts, they’re 
unreliable. Be dedicated to God and single minded — 
unwavering in your faith in Him, in the H oly Spirit, in 
Jesus Christ. 


So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God (Romans 10:17). 


Jesus said, “If you can believe, all things are 
possible to him who believes” (M ark 9:23). 


And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him; 
and the child was cured from that very hour. Then the 
disciples came to J esus privately and said, “Why could we 
not cast it out?” 


So J esussaid to them, “Because of your unbelief; 
for assuredly, | say to you, if you have faith as a 
mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘M ove 
from here to there, ‘and it will move; and nothing 
will be impossible for you” (M atthew 17:18-20). 


Jesus... said to them, “H avefaith in G od. For 
assuredly, | say to you, whoever says to this 
mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ 
and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that 
those things he says will be done, he will have 
whatever he says. Therefore | say to you, 
whatever things you ask when you pray, believe 


23). 


Be Fully Convinced 


that you receive them, and you will have them” 
(M ark 11:22-24). 


M ost assuredly, | say to you, he who believes 
in Me, the works that | do he will do also; and 
greater works than these he will do, because! go 
to M y Father. And whatever you ask in My name, 
that | will do, that the Father may be glorified in 
the Son. |f you ask anythingin My name, | will do 
it (John 14:12-14). 


And these signs will follow those who believe 
in My name: they will cast out demons; ... they 
will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover 
(M ark 16:17- 18). 
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BeD edicated and 
S ingleM inded 


| n spiritual matters, there are three words that in any 
dictionary havesimilar meanings: sanctify, dedicate, consecrate. 


Sanctify: To set apart for sacred use, consecrate. 


D edicate: To set apart for a deity or for religious 
purposes, consecrate. 


C onsecrate: To declareor set apart as sacred, to dedicate 
to agiven goal or purpose (— adj. C onsecrated to a sacred 
purpose, sanctified). 


M any Christians, Dr. Lakeamong them, consider there 
to be a sanctifying sovereign act by God in which He 
purifies the heart of the individual and makes that person 
holy— usually based on 1 Thessalonians 5:23- 24. 


In this book, however, we are not using sanctify, 
dedicate, or consecrate to mean asovereign act of God. We 
are using it to mean you voluntarily and deliberately setting 
yourself aside for the purpose of being used by God to heal 
the sick and the oppressed. 


We have an example of this in Jesus himself. In John 
17:10, Jesus said, “And for their sakes | sanctify M yself, 
that they also may be sanctified by thetruth.” 
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Referring to this act of self-sanctifying by Jesus, the 
writer of H ebrews said, “By that will we have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of J esus Christ 
once for all.” M eaning by this that as C hristians we are set 
apart from the world for God's sacred use. But now as 
Christians, we must do as] esus did and set ourselves apart— 
sanctify, dedicate, consecrate ourselves— to the sacred use, 
will, and purposes of G od. For an example of this, see] ohn 
G.Lake’s Consecration to G od at the end of this book. 


Sanctify Yourself 


To sanctify yourself means to set yourself apart for God’s 
sacred use—to turn your heart from worldly desires and 
consecrate it to God for H is cleansing and use. It is the 
direction of your heart that determines the direction you 
aregoing. Asyou think in your heart, so areyou (Proverbs 
23:7). Or to put it another way, you only do those things 
that you first see yourself doing. 


Your body contains nearly 100 million receptors that 
enable you to see, hear, taste, touch, and smell physical 
reality. But your brain contains more than 10,000 billion 
synapses. |n other words, God designed us so that we are 
100,000 better equipped to experience a world that doesn’t 
exist—has no physical reality—than a world that does. A 
person, therefore, will rarely do anything that they haven't 
first seen themselves do in their mind— heart, if you will. 


Why did God design us that way? So wewill live, and 
can live, by faith and not by sight (2 C orinthians 5:7). 


Jesus sanctified H imself, set H imself apart for the final 
work of the Cross. Someone once wrote of H im: “When it 
came time for His ascension, He set His face like flint 
toward Calvary.” And that’s what you must do to obtain 
spiritual power— set your heart and mind like flint toward 
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your goal. Smith Wigglesworth? said it another way: “Be 
in constant pursuit of all the power of God.” 


Like John G. Lake, set yourself apart for the task of 
having fulfilled in your life or ministry—and there should 
be no difference between the two—G od’s promise of the 
spiritual power needed to heal the sick and the oppressed 
of their mental, emotional, and physical problems. C ast 
aside all thoughts of personal glory, for G od will not allow 
anyone to take the glory that belongs to H is Son alone. 


Like Jesus, sanctify yourself completely so that God 
can havea vessel dedicated to H is purposes alone. Set your 
desires, your heart, fully upon thistask. D on’t haveadivided 
heart or be double mind. 


. ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who 
doubtsislikea waveof thesea driven and tossed by 
the wind. For let not that man suppose that he will 
receive anything from the Lord; he is a double 
minded man, unstable in all hisways(J ames 1:6-8). 


Lake D iscusses H is Divided H eart 


Shortly after my Baptism in the Holy Spirit, a 
working of the Spirit commenced in me that seemed to 
have for its purpose the revelation of the nature of J esus 
Christ to me and in me. Through this tuition and 
remolding of the Spirit, a great tenderness for mankind 
was to awaken in my soul. | saw mankind through new 
eyes. They seemed to me as wandering sheep, having 
strayed far, in the midst of confusion, groping and 
wandering hither and thither. They had no definite aim 
and did not seem to understand what the difficulty was 
or how to return to God. 


The desire to proclaim the message of Christ, and 
demonstrate H is power to save and bless, grew in my soul 
until my life was swayed by this overwhelming passion. 
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H owever, my heart was divided. | could not follow 
successfully the ordinary pursuits of life and business. 
When aman came into my office, though | knew that 
twenty or thirty minutes of concentration on thebusiness 
in hand would possibly net me thousands of dollars, | 
could not discuss business with him. By anew power of 
discernment, | could see his soul, understand his inner 
life and motives. | recognized him as one of the 
wandering sheep, and longed in an overwhelming desire 
to help him get to God for salvation and to find himself. 


| determined to discuss the matter with the 
president of my company. | frankly told him the 
condition of soul in which | found myself and its cause. 
H ekindly replied, “You have worked hard, Lake. You 
need achange. Take a vacation for three months, and if 
you want to preach, preach. But at the end of three 
months $50,000.00 a year will look like alot of money 
to you, and you will have little desire to sacrifice it for 
the dreams of religious possibilities.” 


| thanked him, accepted an invitation to join a 
brother in evangelistic work, and left the office, never 
to return. 


During the three months, | preached every day to 
large congregations, saw a multitude of people saved 
from their sins and healed of their diseases, and hundreds 
of them baptized in theH oly Ghost. At theend of three 
months, | said to God, “| am through forever with 
everything in life but the proclamation and 
demonstration of the G ospel of J esus Christ.” 


| disposed of my estate and distributed my fundsin 
a manner | believed to be in the best interests of the 
Kingdom of God, and made myself wholly dependent 
upon God for thesupport of myself and my family, and 
abandoned myself to the preaching of Jesus. - John G. 
Lake 
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Will God R equire the Same of You? 


Will it be necessary for you to do what Lake did? Only 
God knows. God works differently with each of us. But 
God will give you the grace to do whatever H e deems 
necessary for you to do to receive the spiritual power that 
you will need to do thework that H ehas already determined 
for you. It is always so, and H is grace is always sufficient 
for the task (2 C orinthians 12:9). 


Great spiritual power requires great dedication and 
separation. N ot many, however, are willing to dedicate 
themselves and set themselves apart to obtain it, even when 
God clearly indicates to them that H e will give them the 
spiritual power they seek if they will do so. 


K athryn K uhlman? often said that she knew that she 
was not God'sfirst choice for the miracle ministry she had. 
She said that God had offered it to three men before He 
offered it to her, and that they had each refused it because 
the cost was too high. 


H ow do you know if God is calling you to a ministry 
of spiritual power? Why are you reading this book? 
Curiosity or desire? If desire, recall that it is written, 
“Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give 
you the desires of your heart.” A wonderful promise, but 
most often misunderstood and misused. 


Being spiritually logical, do you believe that G od will 
give every desire that slides through a Christian’s heart— 
taking into consideration the condition of most unsanctified 
hearts? N either do!. But wheredo the desires of asanctified 
heart come from—the desires of those who “delight 
themselves in the LORD”? From the LORD Himself, of 
course. And H ewill always give you the desires that He 
puts into your heart! T hat’s why H egaveJohnG.Lakethe 
spiritual power he needed to do what God had already 
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determined he should do. And that’s why H ewill give you 
similar spiritual power. 


For Everything Worthwhile Thereisa C ost 


| know a minister who often prayed for spiritual power, 
and time-and-again when he prayed, he was asked these 
questions by the Lord, “H ow badly do you want it? Are 
you willing to do whatever it costs to get it?” 


For everything in life that is worthwhile, there is a 
cost, a price that must be paid. This is especially true in 
spiritual matters. For spiritual power, each individual 
must pay the price. There are no exceptions. There are 
no cloned Christians. 


Though material wealth may be inherited, passed from 
one to another, thisis not true of spiritual power, no matter 
how many claim to the contrary that they have received 
the so-called anointing of another. W hat is true in spiritual 
matters is what David du Plessis (Mr. Pentecost*) told a 
man onan airplane about thenecessity of each person being 
born-again: “God has no grandchildren.” 


God Will N ot Give 
Spiritual Power to the U nsanctified 


God will not givetrue spiritual power, as contrasted to what 
purports to be spiritual power, to those who do not set 
themselves apart, sanctify themselves as J esus did, for H is 
sacred use— and for control by theH oly Spirit when H eso 
deems it necessary. It is God’s power and must always 
remain under H is control. H e never imparts it to anyone 
to use for his or her own Selfish purposes, to use in ways 
outside of H is will, or to usein ways that brings glory to 
the individual and not to J esus C hrist. 
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Anything that falls outside of those three categories is 
pseudo-power and not real spiritual power. It is not from 
God, but is power that is of man or another source; asource 
that may even deceivetheindividual, and those who gather 
to wonder and marvel, into believing it is the power of the 
H oly Spirit. 


Keep Yourself from Being D eceived 


H ow will you keep yourself from being deceived by pseudo- 
power, false power that is not of God as you pursue your 
goal of true spiritual power? By one of the spiritual 
principles that God has established: sanctify yourself, set 
yourself aside for God's sacred use, and let Him cleanse 
your heart so you will clearly hear H isvoice. Dr. Lake tells 
about a man in A frica who did just that and what resulted 
from it. 


L ake Speaks on the 
Miracle Ministry of William T. Dugan 


O neSunday afternoon atall Englishman walked into 
my church in J ohannesburg, South A frica. H ehad atop 
of red hair that made him as conspicuous as alion. He 
walked up the aisle and took a seat quite near the front. 
My old preaching partner was endeavoring to explain 
the mighty power of the living Christ as best he could, 
and this man sat listening. Presently he arose, saying, 
“Sir, if the things you aretalking about areall right, | am 
your candidate.” 


H eadded, “I used to beaChristian, but | came to 
Africa and lived the usual A frican life and the result is 
that for three years | have been unable to do anything 
and my physicians say | am incurable. Tell me what 
to do!” 
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My old partner asked, “John, what shall we do?” | 
replied, “Call him up; we shall pray for him right now.” 
We stepped off the platform, put our hands on William 
T. Dugan, and instantly— as a flash of lightning blasting 
atreeor rock—the power of G od went through the man’s 
being, and the Lord Jesus C hrist made him well. 


A few days afterward he came to my house in the 
middle of the day and said, “Lake, | want you to show 
me how to get a clean heart.” | took the Word of God 
and went through it with him to show him the mighty, 
cleansing, sanctifying power of theliving God in aman’s 
heart. Beforehe left, he knelt by achair and consecrated 
his life to God. 


Three months passed. O ne day he called and said, 
“| havea call from God.” | knew it was. There was no 
mistaking it. The wonder of it was in his soul. He went 
down into the country where a great epidemic of fever 
raged. Some weeks afterward | began to receive word 
that people were being healed. H undreds of them! 
Thousands of them! O ne day | concluded | would go 
down and join in the same work a couple of hundred 
miles from where he was. Somehow, the news traveled 
to him where! was, and he came there. 


The next afternoon we called at the home of aman 
who said his wife was sick with diabetes. We prayed for 
the wife and several other persons who were present. 
Then a man stepped out into the kitchen and asked, 
“Would you pray forawoman likethis?” When | looked 
at her, | saw she had clubfeet. The right foot was on an 
angle of 45 degrees and the left at right angles. 


Dugan replied, “Yes. Pray for anybody.” H esaid to 
her, “Sit down,” and taking the clubfoot in his hands he 
said, “In thename of Jesus C hrist become natural.” And 
| want to tell you that man is in the glory presence of 
God today and! am going to stand there with him some 
day. Before! had achance to take a second breath, that 
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foot commenced to move, and the next instant that foot 
was straight! 


Then hetook up the other foot saying, “In thename 
of J esus Christ become natural.” Beloved, it was not the 
voice of the man, nor the confidence of his soul, but the 
mighty divine life of Jesus Christ that flashed through 
him and melted that foot into softness and caused it 
instantly to become normal by the power of God. 


We have not even begun to touch the fringes of the 
knowledge of the power of God. H owever, | want to 
encourage your hearts. | am glad wecan say what perhaps 
has never been said in theC hristian world from the days 
of the apostles to the present time, that since the opening 
of this work in Spokane, about sixteen months ago, ten 
thousand people have been healed by the power of God. 
(Written about 1916.) - John G.Lake 


In His high-priestly prayer to H is Father in John 17, 
Jesus said, “Sanctify them by Y our truth. Your word istruth 
... And for their sakes! sanctify M yself, that they also may 
be sanctified by the truth” (John 17:17, 19). 


Therefore, like] esus did— and like} ohn G. Lake, Smith 
Wigglesworth, K athryn K uhlman, Charles Price, William 
T. Duggan, and countless others did throughout the grand 
history of the Church—sanctify yourself for the sake of 
the oppressed, the sick, and the lost so that you may set 
them free and heal them in the name of J esus C hrist. 


Dr. Lake brought deliverance, healing, and salvation to 
hundreds- of-thousands. It is said that in afive-year period 
in Spokane, Washington, Lake and his staff recorded 
healings of over 100,000 people. So many that Spokanewas 
declared to bethe healthiest city in the U nited States. M any 
of the physical afflictions wereof such anature that nothing 
could have healed them except the true spiritual power of 
G od—the kind of power you want. 
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H ealing Testimonies at a Public Meeting 
Spokane, Washington, Summer of 1918 or 1919 


Malignant Tumor 


Reverend R. Armstrong, a Methodist minister, of 
N 2819 C olumbus Avenue, healed of asarcoma growing 
out of the left shoulder three times as large as a man’s 
head, was healed in answer to prayer. 


Breast C ancer 


Mrs. Chittenden, pastor of the Church of the Truth 
at Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, testified to her healing of 
cancers of the breast; one breast having been removed in 
an operation and the other breast becoming likewise 
affected with cancer. Shewas healed of the L ord in answer 
to prayer. 


Varicose Veins 


Mrs. Everetts, 1911 BooneA venue, testified to her 
healing of varicose veins. She had suffered from them 
for thirty-eight years. The veins were enlarged until 
they were the size of goose eggs in spots. Under the 
right knee, there was a sack of blood so large that the 
knee was made stiff. She had exhausted every medical 
method. After being ministered to at the H ealing 
Rooms for a short period,* she was entirely well and 
the veins are perfectly clear. 


* Lake and his healing technicians always prayed for the person until 
they were healed, whether the person was healed instantly or it took 
hours, days, weeks, or months of repeated ministering and praying. 
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Internal C ancer and N euritis 


Mrs. Walker, Granby Court, was an invalid at the 
Deaconess hospital from internal cancer; after an 
exploratory operation, the disease was pronounced 
incurable by the doctors. She also had a severe case of 
neuritis. H er suffering was unspeakable. She testified to 
her healing and of her restoration to perfect health, the 
cancer having passed from her body in seven sections. 
Since then, many have been healed through her prayer 
and faith. 


Inflammatory Rheumatism 


Mrs.O.D. Stutsman, H ansen A partments, testified 
to having been an invalid for thirteen years. On one 
occasion, she lay in the Sacred H eart H ospital with a 
twenty-pound weight attached to her foot for thirty- 
two days, while suffering from inflammatory 
rheumatism. H er suffering was so intense that she begged 
her husband to take her home, preferring to remain a 
cripplerather than endure such suffering. T he R everend 
Lake was called to minister to her at her home; as prayer 
was offered, the power of the Spirit of God surged 
through her. Five minutes after his hands were laid upon 
her she arose from her bed, perfectly healed. 


Fibroid Tumors and Restoration of Organs 


Mrs. John A. Graham, E369 H artson, a nurse and 
hospital matron, was operated on for fibroid tumors. The 
generative organs were removed and at a later date, she 
was operated on a second time for gallstones. The 
operation not being a success, she was eventually left to 
die, and when in the throes of death and unconscious, 
she was healed by the power of G od in answer to prayer 
of one of the ministers called from the healing Rooms. 
The organs that had been removed in the operation re 
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grew in the body, and she became anormal woman and 
a mother. 


Dislocated H ip H ealed from a Distance 


Mrs. O. Gilbertson, N 4115 H elena Street, testified 
that through disease, her hip came out of joint and her 
limb would turn like the leg of a doll, showing that it 
was entirely out of the socket. H er home is about five 
miles distant from the H ealing Rooms. Reverend Lake 
and his co-workers engaged in prayer for her at the 
H ealing Rooms, and as prayer was offered the power of 
God came upon her [at home], resetting the joint. 


John G LakeResponds 


“Do you hear it, you folks who worship a dead 
Christ? You doctors hear it? You preachers who lie to 
the people and say the days of miracles are past, do you 
hear it? You doubters hear it? G od set the woman’s hip. 
Because faith in God applied the blessed power of God 
to her life and limb.” - John G. Lake 


D edicated and Single-minded 


To be dedicated and single minded in your pursuit of the 
kind of spiritual power that John G. Lake had, you must 
be a constant consumer of the meat of the Word of God. 
TheH oly Spirit can only use the amount of the Word that 
isin you. H ewill teach you the deep things of the Scriptures 
as you meditate upon them, and will remind you of what 
H e has taught you and teach you even more at the times 
you need them. So, be filled with the Word of God. 
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It isthe Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The 
words that | speak to you are spirit, and they are life 
(John 6:63). 


So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God (Romans 10:17). 


Imost without exception, every person great for God 

has been aperson of the Word of G od—aperson who 
loved and lived the Word. And almost without exception, 
the decline of every person great for God can be directly 
traced to a declinein their love and study of the Word of 
God. Rather than continuing to feed daily upon the fresh 
bread of the Word of God, they tried to maintain their 
spiritual strength with what they had eaten in days and years 
past. And gradually the ways of the Word slipped away 
from them and were replaced with the ways of the world. 


An Evil H eart of U nbelief 


The book of Exodus tells us that the! sraelites did not have 
the faith to go into the Promised Land and drive out the 
enemies of God who were squatters on the land H e had 
promised to A braham. H ebrews 3:19 says, “They could not 
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enter because of unbelief,” and warns us all in verse 3:12, 
“Beware, brethren, lest there bein any of you an evil heart 
of unbelief in departing from the living God.” 


Because of their unbelief—their total lack of faith in 
the power of God— Psalm 78:40 says, “ ... again and again 
they tempted God, And limited the H oly One of Israel.” 
Think of that—their unbelief limited God. He could not 
do what H e wanted to do for them, and through them, 
because they would not believe H im and obey H im. Verse 
78:42 says, “They did not remember H is power.” 


H ow often in our lives has our unbelief limited G od? 
H ow often has it prevented Him from doing what He 
wanted to do for us or through us because we did not have 
the faith in Him to move forward when H e was urging us 
to do so? 


If you want to minister to the sick and oppressed, to 
set them free and heal them, then for their sakes, and for 
thesake of theglory of God andJ esusC hrist, you cannot— 
must not—limit God by your unbelief. 


H ow do you get rid of unbelief? 


The Scriptures say this about the Old Covenant 
Israelites: 


N ow all these things happened to them as 
examples, and they werewritten for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 
(1 Corinthians 10:11) 


So weof theN ew Covenant are supposed to learn from 
their bad examples the right things we should do in relation 
to God and Christ. |n other words, don’t do what they did 
and suffer the same kind of consequences. Do what God 
tells us to do and receive the results and blessings He 
promises us. 
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Every Word of God 


When the Israelites would not obey God because of their 
unbelief and go into the Promised L and, G od turned them 
back into the wilderness to wander for forty years until all 
of the adult generation had died. D uring those forty years, 
H efed them only manna. 


N ow it is important to us that we realize that our 
omnipotent God could have fed them with the finest 
food of the earth—if He had wanted to. Or He could 
have fed them with agreat variety of heavenly food finer 
than all the finest food of the earth— if H ehad wanted 
to. But He fed them only manna—a sweet, wafer-like, 
food that appeared on the ground each morning except 
on the Sabbath. 


N ow thereare those of the prosperity persuasion who 
have used the manna to develop doctrines about God’s 
abundant provisions for you when things are going bad. 
But the manna had nothing to do with that. Think of it: 
forty years of raw manna, boiled manna, fried manna, 
manna-a-manna, manna sandwiches (manna between two 
manna wafers)— manna for breakfast, manna for lunch, 
manna for dinner, and manna snacks in-between. N othing 
but manna and more manna for forty years! A nd all when 
God was fully capable of providing the Israelites with the 
finest and tastiest of foods— if H ehad wanted to. 


So why did He feed them nothing but manna for forty years? God, of 
course, does nothing without a reason and a purpose— and Moses 
tells us what those were in Deuteronomy 8:1-3. 

Every commandment which | command you 
today you must be careful to observe, that you may 
live and multiply, and go in and possess the land of 
which the LO RD swore to your fathers. 
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And you shall remember that the LORD your 
God led you all the way these forty years in the 
wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know 
what wasin your heart, whether you would keep 
H iscommandments or not. 


So H ehumbled you, allowed you to hunger, and 
fed you with manna which you did not know nor 
did your fathers know, that H e might make you 
know that man shall not live by bread alone; but 
man lives by every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of the LO RD. - John G.Lake 


God could not have the next generation of Israelites 
disobey H im also because of unbelief and refuse to go into 
thePromised L and. It wasn’t only H is promiseto A braham 
that must be kept. Theland of C anaan was essential to H is 
eternal purposein C hrist, and for that purposeto befulfilled 
the land must be possessed by H ispeople—for whereG od's 
people are and walk in obedience, God is there as God of 
the land. H eis everywhere, of course, but H is presence is 
manifested only where He has obedient people. It is a 
principle throughout the Bible that whenever God wants 
to do something in a particular place, H ealwayssendsH is 
people there and does it through them—that is, through 
the ones who are obedient to H im. Think of Moses being 
sent to Egypt, J esus being sent to the earth, John G. Lake 
being sent to A frica. 


So to rid the! sraelites of any unbelief that might make 
them disobey Him, God humbled them and put them ona 
forty-year fast of manna so that they would learn that H is 
children arenot to liveby physical food alone, but by every 
word that comes forth from the mouth of God. 


You will recall that hundreds of years later, at the end 
of aforty-day fast put upon H im by theH oly Spirit, J esus 
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quoted thespiritual principlefrom D euteronomy 8:3 to the 
devil when hetried to tempt H im to turn stones into bread. 
And afew years later, H eused the other spiritual principle 
that God had established and told H is disciples that they 
could not cast ademon out of alittle boy because of their 
unbelief. That aspirit of infirmity that had been in someone 
for along time could only come out through prayer and 
fasting. (M atthew 17:14-21, M ark 9:14-29). 


Putting those two principles together, it is easy for us 
to realize that God has given us His Word, fasting, and 
prayer to enable us to rid ourselves of unbelief and give 
greater force to our faith. 


Just as we physically live and grow by the food of the 
earth that G od has given us, we must spiritually live and 
grow by the food of heaven that G od has given us. Thereis 
no other way to physically live and grow, and there is no 
other way to spiritually liveand grow. |f werefuseor neglect 
to eat physical food, we physically die, and if we refuse or 
neglect to eat spiritual food, we spiritually die. To try to 
spiritually live and grow without the spiritual food God 
has given us makes as much sense as trying to liveand grow 
without the physical food God has given us. N either is 
possible. It’s as simple and direct as that. 


Lake on I mportance of 
Reading the Word Daily 


N ow let mestate it again: You may beagreat spiritual 
athlete: you may have been a great spiritual athlete, but 
somewhere you've stopped feeding on the Word. The 
Word lost its flavor and taste to you. 


| know of preacher after preacher who had great 
power at onetime, but they have lost all the joy in the 
Scripture. How do | know? Well, | know by the way 
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they act. When aman lovesa woman, he wants her to be 
with him, doesn’t he? H edoesn’t care to go off and spend 
evenings alone. And when a man loves his Bible, you 
will find the Bible with him, in his arms, somewhere. H e 
has gotten hold of the thing. H eis holding it. 


When | find aman alongin years, hishair isgrowing 
gray, and! seethat heloves the Bible, | know that man is 
fresh in his spirit life. 


You can trace the downfall of every spiritual 
giant that | have ever known in my life to one of 
these three things. 


The First Thing 


H e's lost his desire for the Book. ! heard one of the 
greatest men this country ever produced, when that Book 
wasin hishand, when hepreached just like this. H edrove 
me to my knees. Every time! would hear him | would 
go out, get alone, and pray if | could possibly do it. He 
filled me, thrilled me, and lifted me. | saw him 20 years 
later when hisname was on thelips of every man. | heard 
him preach, and | noticed that he quoted a good many 
Scriptures, but henever picked up his Bible. | noticed he 
had atheory and aphilosophy of redemption instead of 
the old-time simple exposition of the Word. And | saw 
that man whose name was known in every part of the 
world with something like 60 churches sponsoring him 
in a building that seated about 3500, and the building 
was not half full. H ehad the greatest G ospel soloist that 
this country had ever produced, but the meeting was as 
dry and dead as any formal service imaginable. | said to 
the singer who left that field and came with me for a 
campaign or two, “Charlie, what is thematter with him?” 


“Well,” hereplied, “I don’t know, but heisno more 
like the man he used to be than anything in this world.” 


There had been no sin come into that man’s life— 
his life was just as clean as it had ever been. But here is 
how it had come: somehow or other he had broken in 
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his spiritual life with the food of the Spirit—the Bible. 
And the second thing, he used to have the most 
marvelous prayer life—he didn’t haveit any more. And 
the third thing in that whole sermon | didn’t hear one 
personal confession, because he was preaching in a place 
where personal confession was taboo. People criticized 
it. If you said anything about yourself and your own 
experience, the ministers right off the first thing would 
say, “H eis bragging about his own life, isn’t he?” 


Brothers and sisters, you will brag about your own 
life if you have power with God, and you can’t help this 
bragging; you havesomething to brag about. You havea 
walk in the fullness of the life and fellowship of your 
spirit with H is spirit, and you have something to talk 
about, haven't you? Fresh new experiences are coming 
into you all the time. You are walking in the realm of 
miracles. | knew that man when hewalked in the creative 
realm of faith. | knew him later when he moved down 
into the purely intellectual realm. 


Physical H ealing is Spiritual 


H ealing is basically aspiritual thing. The power that 
heals thesick comes from G od down through your spirit, 
out through your hands into that man or woman. If you 
are having theright kind of spiritual fellowship, you will 
have power with God, and there is no escaping it. But 
listen, brothers and sisters, you can’t get a powerful 
current of divinelifefrom alittleimpoverished wire, can 
you? And you can’t get it when the wire where it 
connects with you is corroded with worldly cares. 


You say, “I will tell you what | want. | want to be 
able to stand about 10,000 volts. | want to be wired up 
to God so that the fullness of H is power can pour down 
through me, through my soul, out through my hands 
and voice to the people.” 
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It doesn’t take much to break theconnection of your 
spirit and H is.G odisaspirit. You areaspirit. Something 
breaks the connection, and the power no longer flows 
through. Y ou ask meto pray for you. T hereisno power. 
What is the matter? Something has broken the 
connection. The power comes through the one who 
prays, but it can’t get through your spirit and touch you. 


But suppose you and | areboth right in our spirits. 
You will get your healing as sure as God sits on His 
throne. “But if the Spirit of him that raised up J esus from 
the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the 
dead” shall send healing through your spirit and into 
your mortal flesh. 


The Second Thing 


W hat must bedonecontinually is that after you have 
fed on the Word, you must open your spirit to 
confession. Y ou can’t bottle up G od. H ewill use you to 
communicate to others. You act as a medium to 
communicate H im to others by message or testimony 
or prayer. You areH is instrument through which H eis 
going to work. Beautiful, isn’t it? 


TheThird Thing 


N ow you seethat keeps you in perfect communion 
because you have to get new messages continually from 
Him, so you livein perfect fellowship with H im, feeding 
on His Word and telling of the things H e does for you. 
And no Christian can long survive that does not havea 
present tense up-to-datetestimony. N o Christian is safe 
that hasn’t a now experience with the Lord because 
sickness can come on you and you have no power to 
throw it off [or to drive it away from others]. 


Three things. One, feeding on the Word. Two, a 
continual public confession of what you are and what 
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Jesus Christ is to you. I’m not talking of sin. | mean 
confession of your faith in Christ, of what Christ is to 
you— of H is fullness, of H is completeness, and of H is 
redemption. Three, communion with H im. Feeding on 
the Word, confession, and communion. Three simple 
things, aren't they? Y et, they arethe things that produce 
great spiritual life. You do not have it without them. 


TheWord of God, prayer, and testifying to thethings 
that God has done for you will build your spiritual 
strength and keep you strong. - John G. Lake 


The Creative Word 


The following is from asmall book written by Dr. Charles 
S. Price titled The Creative Word. 


“It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits 
nothing. The words that | speak to you are spirit, 
and they are life” (John 6:63). 


“TheBibleis not atextbook. It is true that it records 
history and is replete with fascinating narrative, but to 
accept it as an instruction book regarding life or a guide 
book to tell us about the way homeisto miss its meaning 
and its power. 


“The Egyptians havea book called The Book of the 
Dead. As a matter of fact, all ethnic writings can be 
described as dead for they tell only of dead souls and 
dead creeds and dead philosophies and dead empires. 
They can be summarized as religious histories. 


“To some, the Bibleis on the same plane. A ccepting 
itas arecord of G od’s dealing with humanity as unfolded 
in historical narrative, they read it as onereads Emerson 
or Chaucer, taking from it moral ideas that serve as 
standards of human life and conduct. To them it is 
narrative. It is a textbook of life. It is not life itself, but a 
book about how to live life. 
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“There are others who walk along the road of 
revelation to adeeper appreciation of thetruth. To them 
the Bible lives. T hat is, they discover in the printed word 
an ever-unfolding understanding. They recognize that 
back of the printed page is a Spirit who can and does 
reveal the meaning of the Word. They read achapter one 
day and rejoice in the revelation that it brings. A week 
later they discover a deeper truth hidden in the words 
they have read and the consciousness begins to dawn on 
them that the words they read a week ago arethe media 
through which the Spirit of God approaches the heart 
and life. They discover there is a difference between the 
letters imprinted by the genius of the printer on a page 
of paper and the meaning of those letters unfolded and 
revealed by theH oly Spirit. For them, the Word begins 
to live. 


“When we have mastered any other book in the 
world, we can lay it aside, for we have assimilated the 
knowledge that it reveals. When | went through my 
Euclid or Algebrain school days there was no need for 
me to go over and over them again to see if there was 
something! had missed. When! had mastered my Pons 
Assinoruin (the 5th problem of Euclid), it was 
conquered.! worked my problem. But not so with the 
Bible. Wenever exhaust its meaning. Wenever arrive at 
the finality of its riches. It is a living word in the sense 
that it means more than what it says on the page. O ne 
needs theH oly Spirit as ateacher to unfold its meaning 
and to impart the truth in power of which the words 
are only arepresentation. 


“In the third place, there are others who have been 
filled with the Spirit and who thereby have entered into 
the riches of a life that is hid with Christ in God. They 
have found the secret of theassimilation of the incarnate 
Word until it is translated into their own lives, and 
becomes strength and understanding and health of both 
body and soul. Astheinspired Bibleis the word of God 
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on the printed page, it reveals the heart and mind and 
Word of the eternal. 


“Then came the day when that Word was madeflesh. 
The purpose and mind and heart and plan of God were 
expressed in the miracle of the incarnation. J esus H imself 
said, “H e who has seen M e has seen the Father” (John 
14:9). N ot that J esus was the Father. Rather H ewas the 
express image of the O ne who said, “You are My Son, 
Today | have begotten You” (Acts 13:33). So to know 
what G od wants to do in the world, what H eintends to 
do, what He will do through those who believe H is 
Word, we have only to look at the life of Jesus and see 
what H e did—and then read time and again H is Words 
and believe them: 


“M ost assuredly, | say to you, he who believes in 
Me, the works that | do he will do also; and greater 
worksthan these he will do, because! go to M y Father 
(John 14:12). 


“Too often we look back to see what others have 
done and then let our heart and faith stay there. But we 
ought to go forward! The fullness of spiritual power is 
ahead. The completeness of the outpouring still awaits 
us. | believe that the richest and greatest experiences are 
just around the corner. The ark has not yet reached its 
destination. It is still coming our way. 


“In the economy of God, the plan of the divine 
worksin cycles. The times of the G entiles began with an 
image and it will close with an image. It began with a 
temple and it will close with one. This Church 
dispensation began with theupper room and it will finish 
with an upper room. It began with the presence of the 
power so poured out that sickness and suffering were 
swept away by the glory of the presence of the Lord. It 
will end the same way. 
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“W hat happened then will happen again. The day is 
coming when the power of the Spirit will rest so mightily 
upon thehearts of Spirit-filled men and women that they 
will command blind eyes to open and they will obey 
instantly at the word. Power, God's power, H oly Spirit 
power, such as we have never known, will be poured 
out upon all consecrated flesh. 


“| believe Spirit-filled men and women will walk 
down hospital corridors, bringing relief to the sufferers 
and banishing disease in the name of the L ord. The day 
of revival is not over. Cities are yet to be shaken. The 
winds areto blow again in thetops of themulberry trees. 
We have not yet received the fullness of the latter rain. 
We have not yet witnessed the full irresistible sweep of 
the power of theH oly Spirit and the majesty and victory 
of the indwelling Christ. But it is coming. 


“The secret of power is obedience to the Word of 
God. For only as we obey can we be indwelt by His 
mighty presence. We must eat H is flesh and drink H is 
blood. We must be partakers of the divine nature. The 
words He spoke must be spirit and life to us. Then 
clothed with God and indwelt by H is Spirit, Christians 
will march forward to glorious victory, radiant as an army 
with banners. T hesick will be healed. Miracles of power 
and of glory that will bring heaven to earth will be done 
in the name of J esus C hrist. 


“U nder the anointing of the Spirit the word of truth 
and power will be proclaimed. U nder the urge of that 
indwellinglife, every obstaclewill giveway and theworld 
will see the greater things of which the Savior spoke. 
The prayer of intercession will belost in the “hallelujah 
chorus” of praise. A nd Jesus, whom wepreach and whom 
wereceive, will be proclaimed Christ of all, the wisdom 
and the dynamite of God. 


“The days of acarnal commandment are over. The 
days of allegiance to ceremonial laws have gone. This is 
thehour of themanifestation of thechildren of theL ord 
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who have become partakers of the divine nature. T hisis 
the privilege of all who refuse to turn back, and who 
will know the glory and the blessing that comes from 
H isindwelling—H is presence will makeyour very blood 
throb with the power of an endless life. The multitude 
will follow H im for loaves and fishes. O thers will follow 
after H im but afar off. But the little company of believers 
who arewilling to pay the price and go with H im all the 
way will be the ones through whom the mighty power 
of the Spirit of God will manifest. 


“Bepatient, be steadfast, greater days are ahead than 
we have ever seen. - Charles S. Price 
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And H esaid to them, “Which of you shall havea friend, 
and go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend 
me three loaves; ‘for a friend of mine has come to me on 
hisjourney, and! have nothing to set before him’; and he 
will answer from within and say, ‘Do not trouble me; the 
door isnow shut, and my children are with mein bed; | 
cannot rise and give to you’? “I say to you, though he will 
not rise and give to him because he ishisfriend, yet 
because of his persistence he will rise and give him as 
many as he needs (Luke 11: 5-8). 


N ow H ewas telling them a parable to show that at all 
times they ought to pray and not to lose heart, ... 
(Luke 18:1, N ASB). 


B eimpatiently patient. O r as Smith Wigglesworth said, 

“Besatisfied with the satisfaction that is never satisfied.” 
N ever give up or be satisfied until you receive the answer 
promised you in theWord of God. Thekey word in prayer, 
in intercession, in ministering to others is “until.” Pray, 
intercede, minister until you receive the answer you desire 
or the time for the answer has obviously passed— you're 
praying for aterminally ill person and the person dies. If 
this happens, don’t be discouraged, don’t bedefeated, don’t 
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give up praying for the oppressed who need your help. Go 
on to the living and renew your efforts. 


M any who pray often shut the door before the answer 
enters. They are like a marathon runner who quits and 
collapses exhausted by the wayside, not realizing that the 
finish line is just around the next bend— too taken up with 
the feelings within himself to even hear the cries of 
encouragement from those along the way who are urging 
him on— urging him to keep going, to keep trying, to finish 
the race. 


God’s Encouragers 


For you, those encouragers “along the way” are God's 
angels sent to minister to you, just as to Jesus in the 
wilderness and in the G arden of G ethsemane. 


And H ewasthere in the wilderness forty days, 
tempted by Satan, and was with the wild beasts; 
and the angels ministered to H im (M ark 1:13). 


Then an angel appeared to H im from heaven, 
strengthening H im (Luke 22:42). 


Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to 
minister for those who will inherit salvation? 
(H ebrews 1:14) 


You are never alone in the battle—the forces of God 
are on your side, coming to your aid. Be patient and hold 
fast. Increase your understanding and encourage yourself 
with the story of Daniel. He prayed and ate no food he 
enjoyed for three full weeks (Daniel 10:2-3), and then an 
angel appeared and among other things gave him, and us, 
insight into what sometimes happens in heavenly places 
when arighteous person prays. 
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Then he said to me, “Do not fear, Daniel, for 
from the first day that you set your heart to 
understand, and to humble yourself before your 
God, your words were heard; and | have come 
because of your words. 


“But the prince of the kingdom of Persia 
withstood metwenty- one days; and behold, M ichael, 
one of the chief princes, cameto help me... ” (Daniel 
10:12-13). 


Be like Daniel, patient and steadfast, until the answer 
comes. Don’t be like Peter who gave up walking on the 
water when he was so closeto J esus that the L ord had only 
to stretch out H is hand to catch him. That close! and Peter 
gave up. Bea Daniel, not a Peter. 


Sometimes there are vast cosmic battles to be fought— 
the sending of angels to encourage, strengthen, and protect 
you (see Lake's Protection from an Accident and A Story 
of Protection at the end of this chapter). When you begin 
to seek power to destroy the enemy’s works and set the 
oppressed free, you often stir up strong spiritual resistance. 
Sometimes you may feel like you’re trying to fight an 
unbeatable foe, climb an unclimbable mountain, breathe 
air almost too thick to breathe. 


When this happens, know that it is because the battle 
has been joined, that it is a sign that the enemy fears the 
power that you are seeking, and is determined to do all he 
can to discourage you from reaching your goal. | said,“ ... 
discourage you,” rather than “ ... stop you” because stop 
you he cannot. H e is already a defeated foe and can only 
put seemingly impossible obstacles in your path and try to 
bluff you into thinking that the battle will be too fierce, 
too long, and the obstacles too great for you to ever reach 


£63 


How to Be Filled with the Spiritaul Power of John G. Lake 


your goal of healing the oppressed and bringing glory to 
Jesus Christ. 


But it is all smoke and shadows. H eis a liar and the 
father of lies (John 8:44). The only real power hehasis the 
power to deceive. 


And war broke out in heaven: M ichael and his 
angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and 
his angels fought, but they did not prevail, nor was 
a place found for them in heaven any longer. So the 
great dragon wascast out, that serpent of old, called 
the D evil and Satan, who deceivesthe whole world; 
hewascast to the earth, and hisangelswere cast out 
with him (Revelation 12:7-9). 


So be patient and steadfast and stay the course until the 
Lord imparts to you thespiritual help you need. A nd impart 
it to you H ewill—for whenever you do not have enough 
of whatever you need to do whatever theL ord wants to do 
through you, He will always give you of what H e has, if 
you will trust H im for it. 


Smith Wigglesworth said, “Whenever | cameto theend 
of my faith and it was not enough, | would storm heaven 
until | got hold of H im whose faith is always enough— and 
when! cameback down! would havea faith that could not 
be denied.” 


Lake on C ompassion from the L ord 


Once in South A frica, we were praying for a sick 
lady, for atime without result. Then | said, “! will take 
my sister and go pray for her.” We prayed again, and 
there was no victory. 


A day or two afterwards my sister and | werein the 
city in one of the large department stores. As we stood 
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there the Spirit of the L ord said to me, “Go to her now.” 
| said to my sister, “Assoon as you are through, wewill 
go over and pray for that sick lady.” 


Wewent, and! watched her writhein pain and agony 
until | put my arms about her and cuddled her head close 
to my heart. Soon something broke loose in my soul, 
and then in one moment (I hadn't even started to pray 
yet) she was lifted out of her agony and suffering. A 
divine flood moved her, and | knew she was healed. | 
laid her down on the bed, took my sister’s arm, and we 
went away praising God. 


| knew aman in South Africa who was an ardent 
M ethodist. H ehad ten sons, all M ethodist preachers and 
three beautiful daughters who were holy women. This 
family was one of the most wonderful families | have 
ever known. The old father had been stricken with 
disease, and the agony of his suffering was so great that 
the only way to relieve him was to drug him into 
insensibility. As the years passed, he becamea morphine 
addict. H etold methat he smoked 24 cigars, drank two 
quarts of whiskey, and used a tremendous quantity of 
morphine every day. The old man, 73 years old, was 
drugged into senselessness most of the time. 


| prayed with him unceasingly for sixteen hours 
without result. William Duggin, one of my ministers, 
hearing of thesituation, cameto my assistance. H estood 
over the old gentleman and prayed for him in the power 
of God, but somehow there was no answer. | watched 
that man in convulsions until his daughters begged me 
to let them give him alittle morphine and die senseless, 
rather than to let him suffer longer. | said, “No.1 have 
had your pledge and his, too, that life or death, we are 
going to fight this battle through.” 


Presently as | stood there watching the awful 
convulsions, the Scripture came to my mind, “H imself 
took our infirmities” (M atthew 8:17). | reached out and 
got hold of him and held him as in a grip of iron. A 
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compassion that is too deep for any form of expression 
weknow brokeforth in my soul; and in asinglemoment 
| saw him lie still, healed by G od’s power. 


Many aday after that | have walked with him over 
his three vast estates, on which there were 50,000 orange 
trees and 50,000 lemon trees. As we walked theold man 
told me of his love for God and of the richness of H is 
presence, and | have my reward. 


|f the church ever succeeds in doing that which God 
purposes we should do, it can only be when we enter 
into that divine compassion of the Son of God. -JohnG. 
Lake 


The Enemy’s Weapons 


Deception, doubt, discouragement, fears— these are the 
enemy’s most effective weapons, but the Word of Godisa 
sharp, two-edged, sword that will cut through them all. 
Armed with the breastplate of righteousness, the shield of 
faith, and the sword of the Word you will win every battle, 
even though you may get abit bloodied now and then. 


Blumhardt’s Battle 


Bishop Johann Christopher Blumhardt was a pastor in 
M ottlingen, asmall villagein W Urttemberg, G ermany, who 
in the 19th century developed almost as much spiritual 
power as John G. Lakedid in the 20th century. H e fought 
a two-year battle over the mind and body of a young 
woman, Gottliebin Dittus, who suffered from a range of 
strange illnesses and problems. As Blumhardt ministered 
to her, she manifested signs of possession. Why she was 
tormented in this way is uncertain, but she had been 
involved in magical practices that were common with 
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villagers at that time, and that may have been the doorway 
for the possessing spirits— thousands of them apparently. 


Many prominent officials in the village and in 
Blumhardt’s denomination counseled him to stay away 
from such things and leave G ottliebin to God—the local 
doctor had given up on her— but Blumhardt refused to do 
so. T hus began an intensive two-year spiritual battle, one 
in which Blumhardt sometimes was the only one who 
believed the Lord could win. Often he was called out at 
night to witness the most horrifying symptoms - and always 
he stayed and prayed until G ottliebin was relieved. 


Blumhardt refused all superstitious healing techniques 
and methods and relied solely upon Jesus’ victory on the 
Cross and the Word of God. Once he was told through 
G ottliebin that the spirits often wanted to attack him, and 
if hehad turned once from the Word of God to man’s ways, 
they would have been able to. 


Spirit after spirit left G ottliebin over the two-year’s of 
the battle until the weakened final spirit within G ottliebin 
screamed in a voice heard several houses away, “Jesus is 
Victor,” and departed. Almost immediately, revival broke 
out in the village and hundreds were converted to Jesus 
Christ. G ottliebin recovered completely, and for the rest 
of her life was devoted to Bishop Blumhardt and his wife 
and took care of their house and children. 


This two-year battlelaunched Blumhardt into ahealing 
ministry that was so effectivehe established ahealing home 
at a spa called Bad Boll, about a 20-minute walk from a 
village of the same name. T here he ministered to thousands 
who came from all over the world. Blumhardt often said, 
“H ealing is nothing more than the very real presence of 
Jesus Christ.” Throughout the years of his healing ministry, 
Blumhardt relied solely upon Jesus’ victory on the Cross 
and the Word of God. 
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Many Who Minister Today 


Many who minister to the sick and oppressed today are 
neither patient nor steadfast, and are prideful in their belief 
in theamount of spiritual power they have. T hey pray once 
and send the sick away to struggle on their own to have 
and maintain the faith needed to overcome their sickness. 
But if God does not impart faith, it is virtually impossible 
for asick person to do that, as anyonewho has had aserious 
physical, mental, or emotional problem will testify. The 
responsibility for steadfastness, patience, and continued 
ministry belongs to those who minister to the sick. 


A minister to whom this was oncesaid, responded, “I’m 
not going to take the responsibility for healing someone. 
That’s too much of aburden and I’m not going to carry it. 
| pray once for them and then it’s up to them and God. It’s 
no longer my responsibility.” 


But what kind of a doctor would it be who sent you 
away with aprescription for onedose of medicineand told 
you not to come back again, that he had done his part and 
now your healing was up to you? H ewould beconsidered 
the worst kind of doctor and really not adoctor at all. Yet, 
that is what many do who claim to have the faith and 
power—or anointing as so many call it—to heal others. 
They pray once with their great faith and when nothing 
happens send the sick on their way with the admonition to 
“Just believe”— but don’t come again for prayer because 
they have “prayed the prayer of faith” over you. 


N ot so with John G. Lake. At his healing home in 
Spokane, Washington, he insisted that the sick person be 
prayed for as many times as necessary until their healing 
manifested, even if it took hours or days or weeks of prayer 
and laying on of hands. 
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Lake on Time and Prayer 


Mr. W.A. Fay suffered from cancer of the stomach. 
H ehas been ministered to perhaps thirty times. 


For the first ten days, there was no evidence of 
healing whatever or a subsiding of his suffering. After 
that, there was a gradual subsiding; then color began to 
return to his face, and he began to put on flesh. 


N ow he can eat anything and everything, and as 
much of it as he can get! And that isnot all, beloved. He 
found theL ord and Savior J esus C hrist whilethe process 
was going on, and he says that is the big part of it. 


| guess the Lord knows how to open doors in 
people's hearts. A good many Christians overlook the 
fact that Jesus C hrist made the ministry of healing just 
as broad as H ecould makeit. 


To the Seventy (Luke 10:8-9), He said, “ ... into 
whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you ... heal 
thesick that aretherein.” And then what did H etell them 
to do? “... Say unto them, The kingdom of God iscome 
nigh unto you.” 


Last evening in the healing rooms, just at six o’clock, 
| was visited by awoman who | met four or fivemonths 
ago in the D eaconess H ospital. The dear lady had been 
given up to die. She had been examined by x-ray, and a 
large cancer in her stomach was discovered. They told 
her there was nothing to be done for her. So, the dear 
husband sent for me to speak a kindly word to his 
supposedly dying wife. | did not understand what | had 
been sent for and when | got to the dear soul, | supposed 
| had been called to pray the prayer of faith for healing. 


| said, “D ear M other, you do not have to die.” 


“But,” she said, “the doctor says so. The X-ray 
shows such a sized cancer. | guess, brother, | will have 
to die.” 
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And | said, “It isalie. You do not have to die.” 


For two or three months, we battled against that 
condition in the woman’s soul. The Spirit of God would 
come upon her every time we prayed. H er pains would 
disappear, she would go to sleep, etc., but she was not 
really healed. That went on week after week and month 
after month until | was almost worn out before her soul 
raised to take victory. 


But last night she walked into the healing rooms. 
She told me that she weighed only seventy-five pounds 
when | met her and that now she weighs one hundred 
twenty pounds. She went to the hospital this week and 
had the same physician x-ray her. When they saw the 
picture, they said, “There must be some mistake.” And 
they got the original and examined it. They could not 
understand it. 


Shesaid, “Doctor, | found anew Physician, theG reat 
Physician, the Christ of God, and | do not care about 
your [x-ray] plates. | know the cancer is gone.” 


But the [x-ray] plates showed it was gone. The 
woman has gone back home a happy woman. But, 
beloved, the victory only came when the consciousness 
of the power of the living C hrist took possession of that 
woman’s heart. Blessed be G od. 


N ot adead J esus, but aliving Christ! N ot asepulcher 
with a dead man in it, but the glorious, risen, present 
Christ in your heart and mine. The Christ lives, bless 
God, at not only the right hand of God, but the C hrist 
livesin your soul and mine. Thevictory that H eattained 
is evidenced not alone by the declaration: “I am he that 
liveth, and was dead; and, behold, | am alive for 
evermore,” but the victory H e attains through you and 
me now. 


That wasH is peculiar victory, but thevictory of the 
Christ that gives the [children] of God [their] gladness 
now is the consciousness that the Christ lives and the 
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Christ reigns and that by the power of God, sin, darkness, 
death, and hell become obedient to the Christians 
through the C hrist that isin [them]. 


Mrs. Carter is one of my neighbors. She lives at 
714 South Sherman, [Spokane, Washington]. Mrs. 
Carter had a tumor. For nine months, her physicians 
believed that the woman was pregnant, until after 
nature's time had passed. 


She continued to grow larger and larger for thirteen 
months from the beginning, until it was estimated that 
the tumor would weigh fifteen pounds. She came to the 
healing rooms and | ministered to her on three occasions, 
when there seemed to be no special evidence of healing 
beyond that her body relaxed and became comfortable. 


But the fourth time she was ministered to, the Spirit 
of the Lord came upon her so powerfully that the next 
morning she returned at eleven o'clock perfectly normal 
in size. The tumor had disappeared— not as tumors 
usually do, in liquid form, or giving any sign of substance 
whatever. It simply dematerialized and disappeared and 
was gone. God Almighty did it, bless H is name! 


When | stand in the presence of people like Mrs. 
Carter and realize what G od has donein them, it seems 
to me that if | had been suddenly brought face-to-face 
with such things [for] the first time, an awe of G od would 
get hold of my soul as it did twenty-five years ago when 
for the first time! saw God heal people. 


Twenty-five years ago, this ministry was as new to 
me as it is to you. | went into one of John Alexander 
Dowie’s great meetings in C hicago where a portion of 
the room was filled with cots on which dying folks lay. 
M y brother, aman who had been an invalid for twenty- 
two years and the most terrible sufferer | have ever seen, 
was healed in that room. 


Dowie came in and sat down to teach for a little 
while, and as he looked down and saw the intense 
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suffering of my brother, he dropped his Bible and came 
down to him and said, “Young fellow, | see you are 
suffering,” and he prayed for him. Instantly the power 
of God flashed through him. H e arose and walked out 
of the place in his nightgown. 


Three others, a great deal like him, were on cots. 
Dowie prayed for each one, and one after another 
received the healing touch and arose from their cots. 
When | saw [my brother] well, | walked on my tiptoes 
for about three weeks. The wonder of G od’s power had 
been revealed to my M ethodist soul. - John G. Lake 


Any Church Can H aveH ealing Power 


In achurch where there is a steadfast emphasis on the 
need to be born again by the Spirit of God, there will be 
true salvations. 


In a church where there is a steadfast emphasis on 
sanctification— separation from the world unto G od—and 
holiness, there will be separation and holiness. 


In achurch where there is a steadfast emphasis on the 
authority of Jesus’ name and the power of theH oly Spirit 
to heal, there will be healings. All that is needed is for the 
leaders of the church to develop an atmosphere of faith 
throughout the congregation. It is the atmosphere of faith 
that results in healings like thosein the miracle meetings of 
Kathryn Kuhlman, John G. Lake, Charles Price, and 
others— not some special anointing on the person on the 
platform. “Where two or three are gathered together [in 
faith in My name], | am there in the midst of them [to do 
signs and wonders]” (M atthew 18:20). 


The relationship between what is patiently and 
steadfastly taught in achurch and what is manifested is that 
direct and that simple. It is the same in the life of an 
individual. So bepatient and steadfast and continually move 
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toward your goal of obtaining thespiritual power you need 
to heal the sick and free the oppressed. 


L ake’s Protection from an Accident 


W hat about accidents? D oes theH oly Spirit, in H is 
leading and guiding you, lead you into an accident that 
would tear up and break up the temple in which He 
dwells’? Y our body isthetempleof theH oly Spirit. Your 
body was bought by God and belongs to Him (1 
Corinthians 6:19-20). Psalm 91 gives promise of 
protection from the plague and pestilence. It also shows 
we need not fear the arrow that flies by day. Thisis the 
hunter’s promise of protection. This Psalm also states 
that we should not be afraid of the destruction that lays 
waste at noonday. “For H eshall give H is angels charge 
over you, TO keep you in all your ways. In their hands 
they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against 
astone” (Psalm 91:11-12). 


Angels are “ministering spirits sent forth to 
minister for those who will inherit salvation” (H ebrews 
1:14). Angels are involved in a ministry of protection. 
So it isobvious that G od wants to and will protect your 
body from accidents. TheH oly Spirit will not lead you 
into an accident, but will prevent it if you are sensitive 
to H is voice. 


AsI was coming up one of the mountain highways 
that we have here, a voice said to me, “Pull on to the left 
of the road and stop.” 


Do you know that voice, C hristian heart? T hat voice 
is So common that | never even spoke of it to my wife 
and haven’t spoken to her about it yet. | have listened to 
that voice so long and for so many years that | have 
learned to obey the voice of the Lord. “My sheep hear 
My voice” (John 10:27). 
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Thethought! am trying to bringto you, dear friends, 
isthevalueof knowing theL ord, what communion with 
God means. Salvation is not just something that God 
gives that is going to bless you after you die— it is having 
the presence of the Lord now. And, dear friends, God 
has promised to theC hristian the guidance and direction 
of the H oly Spirit. 


Very well, | pulled onto the left-hand side of the 
road and ran my wheels close to the ditch and stopped. 
Presently | heard the grinding of a great truck coming 
down around the curve, that | had not seen before. 
Instead of coming normally, it was coming down the left- 
hand side of the road at an angle of forty-five degrees. 
The thing had gotten out of control on the steep hill, 
and was covering the whole road. 


If | had been on my own side of the road, it would 
have sideswiped me and pushed me over the bank a 
hundred feet or more down. It was on the other side of 
theroad and the great thing just went past me, went down 
alittle ways, fifty or one hundred feet past me, struck a 
rough spot in theroad, and righted itself. The driver then 
got the truck under control and went on. 


Listen, dear friends, men and women in this Word 
of God were guided by the voice of God. God talked to 
them. That istheinner thing of real C hristian experience. 
That is the reason real Christians seek by the grace of 
God to enter into the real heart of God, into the real 
soul of J esus C hrist, into the place whereH elives within 
you, where H is voicespeaks in your heart. - JohnG.Lake 


A Story of Protection 


A woman brought her brother, Carl, to the pastor we're 
calling Steve. Carl was under court order to either get 
counseling for alcoholism or serve a jail sentence. 
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The jail sentence was imposed because when C arl 
drank hefrequently became violent. O ften he would wake 
up in the morning with his knuckles or face or both bruised 
and bloody but with no idea of what had happened to 
him until others told him. Several times, he woke up in 
jail, and in his last violent episode, it had taken six police 
officers to subdue him. 


Although the woman's pastor, Steve, did not counsel 
alcoholics, hehad been ministering to thesick and oppressed 
for sometime and had developed afair amount of power in 
certain areas. The woman believed her brother’s problem 
was in one of those areas. 


Theministering took placein the upper room of an old 
building where the church met. After introducing her 
brother, Carl, to Steve, the woman went downstairs to pray, 
leaving her brother and pastor alone. 


D uring their initial conversation, it was obvious to Steve 
that Carl had been drinking, and Carl admitted having “a 
couple of beers” to fortify himself. H e was a personable 
young man, about 35, medium height, stocky, with long 
black hair and a black beard—and visibly nervous. It was 
also obvious that Carl was not a Christian, although he 
thought he “might be one.” 


After talking to C arl for awhile about his need for J esus 
Christ and that only Jesus could set him free from the 
bondage of alcoholism, Steve asked him, “Do you want to 
receive J esus Christ as your Lord and Savior?” 


Carl said, “Yes.” 


They had been sitting in the congregation area, and for 
a reason that Steve cannot now explain he took Carl up 
onto alow platform where the speaker stand was, turned 
two metal chairs around in front of awindow overlooking 
astreet, and had C arl kneel at one of them while he knelt at 
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the other one next to him. Then he said, “C arl, just talk to 
Jesus. Tell him you're sorry for your sins, that you need 
His help, and ask Him to be your Lord and Savior.” He 
then started praying silently for Carl. 


Carl leaned on the chair with his forearms crossed 
over the seat— his head was bent forward, and his hair 
hung down over the sides of his face. H e was silent for a 
minute or two, then began to moan, softly at first and 
then louder and louder. This went on for about another 
minute or so and then the moans turned into a sharp, 
guttural, sound and he began to slam his right forearm 
down on the chair seat. 


N ot yet aware of the unexpected thing that had 
happened, and thinking Carl was having a struggle in his 
salvation prayer, Steve moved closer to him and put his left 
hand on Carl’s shoulder to encourage him. When he did, 
Carl’s head came up and he twisted on his knees to face 
Steve. H is hair hung down over his face, now about twenty- 
four inches from Steve's face, and what glared out of Carl's 
eyes was not Carl. It was a complete Jekyll and H yde 
transformation. 


“At that instant,” Steve relates, “G od poured graceupon 
me and filled me with H is H oly Spirit and faith. So much 
so, that | was amazed when thefirst words out of my mouth 
were, ‘Well, where did you come from?’ | felt absolutely 
no concern or fear— and was as peaceful inside as any human 
being can be.” 


Carl, however, or what was now possessing C arl, was 
not at peace. Pure hate and evil glared out through C arl’s 
eyes, and he hunched forward toward Steve, growling and 
snarling like a wild animal about to attack. 


Steve said hethen heard himself say, “Y ou don’t frighten 
me— your kind couldn’t touch Jesus and you can’t touch 
me because Christ lives in me. And wherever you came 
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from, you can’t remain in Carl, so come out of him in the 
name of J esus C hrist!” 


For amoment a look of uncertainty flashed in Carl's 
eyes, and then heraised his arms, hands extended likehooks, 
and reached forward for Steve's throat. Steve logically 
should have backed away from him or tried to grab his arms, 
but instead he heard himself say, “W hat do you think you’re 
going to do? | told you, you can’t touch me anymore than 
you could touch Jesus C hrist!” 


Carl's hands moved to about six inches from Steve’s 
throat and stopped. T hecordsin hisneck stood out and his 
hands began to shake violently as the spirit in him strained 
against some invisible barrier to reach Steve. 


“You can't touch me,” Steve said again. “Jesus C hristis 
M y Lord and H edefeated your master two-thousand years 
ago. N ow come out of Carl in the name of Jesus C hrist!” 


Although still straining to reach Steve's throat, 
uncertainty flooded C arl’s eyes and he turned his head to 
one side, away from looking at Steve. 


Still astonished at his total lack of fear and absolute 
certain of his power over the spirit in Carl, Steve reached 
up with his right hand through Carl's still extended arms 
and grabbed his chin and forced his head back. “D on’t turn 
your head away from me,” he said. “Look into my eyes 
and see Jesus C hrist in me and come out of Carl!” 


When they were fully face-to-face again, Steve said that 
the look in Carl's eyes had turned to total fear. Then in 
what seemed to bea desperate effort, C arl lunged forward 
until the tips of his fingers touched Steve's throat. 


“Amazingly,” Steve said, “I still felt no fear. And then 
there was alook of utter bewilderment on C arl’s face and 
his arms, still fully extended, began to move downward— 
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slowly, smoothly, like fluid, even though he was straining 
to keep them up. 


“The spirit was using every muscle in Carl's body to 
try to hold his arms up, but they kept moving down, away 
from me.| was as bewildered by it all ashelooked, but also 
totally fascinated as! watched it. And what happened next 
blew me away! 


“Carl's arms were still fully extended, and when they 
reached his sides they kept right on going behind him, like 
they were being pulled backwards. At that moment, though 
it may have just been my imagination, | had the distinct 
impression that this very large angel had taken hold of C arl’s 
arms when his fingers touched my throat and pulled them 
down and away from me. 


“Whether that was true or not, | don’t know, but 
Carl’s arms continued to be pulled backwards until his 
body was also pulled back and he fell to the floor. All 
this time, the look in his eyes was acombination of pure 
fear and desperation.” 


When Carl fell to the floor, the spirit temporarily 
released him and Carl reappeared. Finding himself on the 
floor and away from the chair where he had been kneeling, 
Carl's first words to Steve were, “W hat did you do to me?” 


Steve told him what had happened, and explained to 
him the connection between the demon in him and his 
alcoholism. A few minutes later the spirit repossessed C ar| 
in alast ditch effort to remain in him but it was all bluff and 
bluster and it soon came out permanently in the name of 
Jesus Christ. W hen it did, C arl was free and instantly healed 
of his alcoholism. 


278) 


- SIX - 


Bef ull of F aith, 
theH oly S pirit and P ower 


| mmediately the fountain of her blood was dried up, and 
sne felt in her body that she was healed of the affliction. 
And Jesus, immediately knowing in H imself that power 
had gone out of H im, turned around in the crowd and 
said, “Who touched M y clothes?” (M ark 5:29-30) 


“Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven 
men of good reputation, full of the H oly Spirit and 
wisdom,” ... they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and 
the H oly Spirit, ... And Stephen, full of faith and power, 
did great wonders and signs among the people 
(Acts 6:3, 5, 8). 


, ometimes it is not awhole Bible verse that inspires 
and encourages you, but part of one. A bout thirty years 
ago when! wasconstantly reading in the Bible and in every 
book | could find about all the possibilities of faith, | was 
more discouraged than helped because of the weakness of 
my faith at that time. Then | read the beginning of Romans 
10:17, “So then faith comes...” Ah, | thought, no matter 
how weak my faith is now, no matter how ineffective it is, 
it will become stronger and more effective as | study and 
meditate on the Word of G od— because “faith comes.” 
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Faith, the H oly Spirit, and power are three essentials 
for healing the oppressed. Peter said to Cornelius the 
Centurion, “ ... God anointed J esus of Nazareth with the 
H oly Spirit and with power, [and H e] went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 
God waswith H im.” N ow if J esus needed theH oly Spirit 
and power to heal the sick and free the oppressed, then we 
certainly do also. 


Jesus’ faith in God—and faith is always in someoneor 
something—is never mentioned in the Scriptures, but in 
Luke 4:1 it says of Him, “Then Jesus, being filled with the 
H oly Spirit, ... was led by the Spirit into the wilderness.” 
And Luke 4:14 says, “Then J esus returned in the power of 
the Spirit to Galilee, and news of H im went out through all 
thesurrounding region.” H ewent into thewilderness “filled 
with theH oly Spirit” and came out of it forty days later in 
the “power of the Spirit.” 


M ark’s version of the Luke 4:1 incident puts it more 
directly, and by so doing gives us added insight into how 
the H oly Spirit works with us at times: “I mmediately the 
Spirit drove Him into the wilderness” (M ark 1:12). The 
Amplified Bible (AM P) helps us to further understand by 
putting it this way: “Immediately the [H oly] Spirit [from 
within] droveH im into thewilderness.” So, as you progress 
in your quest for spiritual power you can expect at times 
an inward driving of the H oly Spirit to accomplish a task 
that God wants to do through you. 


In Mark 11:23 Jesus speaks of what we might call 
mountain-moving faith and what it can do. Some insist that 
a person can acquire such faith. But with a bit of spiritual 
logic wecan easily understand why God would not allow a 
person to have such faith, and why H e would not impart 
mountain- moving faith without a filling of the H oly 
Spirit— thereby keeping the faith under the control of the 
H oly Spirit. 
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If you had mountain-moving faith, and | had mountain- 
moving faith, and Joe and Jane Christian each had it, you 
would move the mountain to one place, | would moveit to 
another, and Joe and Jane would each move it to another 
place. Wewould create complete spiritual chaos. And if we 
weregiven such faith without also being filled with theH oly 
Spirit, few of us would move the mountain to where God 
wanted it moved, and so God’s work and the kingdom of 
H is beloved Son would not be advanced. 


Without getting into theological or doctrinal 
controversies about physical manifestations or spiritual 
gifts, the essential meaning of being filled with, or the state 
of being full of, the H oly Spirit is to be controlled by the 
H oly Spirit. 


So to seek out someonewho is “full of theH oly Spirit” 
as they did with Stephen is to seek out someone whose 
words and actions demonstrate heis constantly controlled 
and motivated by the H oly Spirit. That’s the meaning of 
the verse in M ark 1:12, especially as given in theA mplified 
Bible. The H oly Spirit drove Jesus from within into the 
wilderness. In other words, J esus being full of, or filled with, 
theH oly Spirit (L uke4:1) was controlled by theH oly Spirit. 


Some have referred to this as “the Spirit of God falling 
upon them,” or “being moved upon by theH oly Spirit,” 
the“H oly Spirit coming upon them.” It is all thesame thing. 


Wewill look at some instances of thisin Dr. Lake's life 
in just amoment. But first, what will be the effects of this 
upon you when God wants you to do something that He 
wants done? Someof the effects are that you will sometimes 
find yourself doing something without knowing why you 
are doing it, knowing things that you had no way of 
knowing, saying things that you had not thought of saying, 
or having a faith that has absolutely no unbelief in it—ora 
combination of all of them. 
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Previously Broken Arm Lengthens Four Inches 


The Sunday night meetings of a pastor whom we'll call 
Steve had developed a fair amount of power. They were 
held in the upper room of an old building where the 
church met. O nly about 25 people attended the morning 
service, but about 100 crowded into the upper room in 
the evening meeting, which ran from seven until 
sometimes after midnight. 


After one of the morning services, a member of his 
congregation, Alice, asked him to pray for her left arm 
during the evening meeting. 


“W hat’s wrong with it?” Steve asked. 


“| fell and brokemy elbow about fifteen years ago, and 
it was several days before! could get to a doctor. By then 
the broken bones had begun to set themselves, and he said 
theonly way hecould fix my arm was to re break theelbow 
bones, which he advised against. So ever since then my left 
arm has been four inches shorter than my right arm.” 


With that, Alice held her arms straight out in front of 
her with the palms of her hands together. The finger tips 
on her left hand came to just inside the base of the thumb 
on her right hand. 


Steve looked at the differencein the length of her arms, 
thought of how long they had been that way, then looked 
inside himself and said, “I’m sorry, Alice, but | just don’t 
have the faith to pray for an arm that much shorter than 
the other, especially since it would mean that either your 
elbow would haveto behealed or thearm itself would have 
to be lengthened. Sorry.” 


Alice dropped her arms, said, “That’s okay,” and 
walked away. 


Steve could feel her disappointment, but he still knew 
he did not have the faith to pray for an arm like that. 
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That evening the power in theupper room wasso strong 
it seemed to thicken the air. Like on all Sunday evenings 
the meeting started with everyone sitting in a large circle 
three rows deep and singing songs of praise and worship. 
And like on so many of those evenings, something in the 
air suddenly changed, like there was someone there who 
had not been there before. Steve could always feel it when 
it happened, and usually there would be sudden 
manifestations of power around the room. Steve and his 
wife and afew selected others would then begin to minister 
to the sick and oppressed. 


After about thirty minutes of ministering on this 
particular evening, Steve saw A lice and her husband, Ken, 
sitting in the front row on the left side of the room. He 
went over to them and said to A lice, “A lice, stand up, J esus 
is going to heal your arm.” 


H ehad her stretch her arms out as she had that morning 
and held his left arm our straight in front of her and had 
her rest her forearms on his left forearm. Then he turned 
her at aslight angle to the room and called out, “Everybody, 
stop what you’re doing and look at this. All you young 
peoplelook at this! | want everyone to see this. Alice's left 
arm is almost four inches short, she brokeher elbow fifteen 
years ago, and J esusis going to lengthen her arm right now. 
Everybody watch this!” 


Then he prayed, “Lord Jesus, give yourself honor and 
glory—lengthen this arm. In the name of Jesus Christ of 
N azareth | command this left arm to be healed and be the 
same length as theright arm.” The left hand instantly started 
moving forward. T here were gasps and shouts of praise all 
over the room. 


In not more than a minute the left arm moved slowly 
and smoothly outward until it was the same length as the 
right arm. During the entire process Steve had total faith 
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that the arm was going to be healed - there was not a speck 
of doubt anywhere in him. Yet, that morning he was all 
doubt without a speck of faith. 


LakeC ontrolled and L ed by the H oly Spirit 


You can see this type of H oly Spirit control and guidance 
in several instances in John G. Lake’s ministry. 


While still in Indianapolis, Indiana, before going to 
South A frica, Lake had been praying about aspecific kind 
of spiritual power for some months. As you read how he 
received it, notethe controlling or driving forcewithin him. 


Lake on Fasting and Prayer 


One morning when | came down to breakfast | 
found my appetite had disappeared. | could not eat. | 
went about my work as usual. At dinner, | had no desire 
to eat, and no morein the evening. T his went on till the 
third day. But toward the evening of the third day, an 
overwhelming desire to pray took possession of me. | 
wanted only to be alone to pray. 


Prayer flowed from my soul like a stream. | could 
not cease praying. As soon as it was possible to get to a 
place of seclusion, | would kneel to pour out my heart 
to God for hours. Whatever | was doing, that stream of 
prayer continued flowing from my soul. 


On the night of the sixth day of this fast that the 
Lord had laid on me, while in the act of washing my 
hands, the Spirit said to me once again, “Go and pray.” | 
turned around and knelt by my bedside. 


As| knelt praying, the Spirit said, “H ow long have 
you been praying to cast out demons?” and | replied, 
“Lord, along time.” And the Spirit said, “From 
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henceforth you shall cast out demons.” | arose and 
praised G od. 


After returning from A frica some years ago, | spent 
some time visiting my brother and my sister. As we sat 
together one day, my sister said, John, | have some 
neighbors herewho areelderly G erman people and they 
are having avery hard time. 


“First, theold man died; then oneof thesisters died. 
This thing happened and that thing happened. Finally, 
theson, who is ashipbuilder, fell and was carried to the 
hospital. N ow gangrene has set in; they say hisleg has to 
be amputated. 


“The old mother, a rheumatic cripple, has been 
sitting in a wheelchair for two and a half years and 
cannot move.” 


M y brother and | had been having a discussion over 
this very thing. Jim, a splendid fellow and a professor 
and well-educated, said, “John, don’t you think these 
things are all psychological?’ 


“Not much,” | said. 


H esaid. “I think itis. Don’t you think healing isa 
demonstration of the power of mind over matter?” 


| said, “No. If that wereall itis, you could give just 
as good ademonstration as! could.” 


After awhile, our sister said, “| have been across the 
street and have made arrangements for you to go and 
pray for these people.” 


| said, “All right. Jim, come along.” 


When wearrived,| asked theold lady, “M other, how 
long have you been in this wheelchair?” 


She replied. “Two and a half years. It is awful hard. 
N ot just hard sitting hereall the time, but | suffer night 
and day, with no moment of relaxation from my acute 
suffering for all this time.” 
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As| listened to her, the flame of God cameinto my 
soul. | said, “You rheumatic devil, in the name of J esus 
Christ, | will blot you out, if itis the last thing! ever do 
in the world!” Laying hands on her, | looked to H eaven 
and called on God to cast that devil out and set her free. 


Then | said to her, “M other, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, get out of your chair and walk!” 


And she arose and walked! 
My brother said, “M y, it beats the devil.” 
| replied, “That’s the intention!” 


In the Word of God, men and women were guided 
by the Voice of God. God talked to them. This is the 
inner thing of real Christian experience, the reason to 
seek by the grace of God to enter into the real heart of 
God—into the real soul of Jesus C hrist—into the place 
whereH elives within you— where H is Voice speaks in 
your heart. 


| was sitting one day in the home of the D eValeras 
in Krugersdorp, South A frica, when aman arrived who 
had traveled all over the country. H ehad been following 
me from place to place, trying to catch up with me. He 
suffered a sunstroke that had affected his mind and he 
also developed a large cancer. H e was a friend of the 
family and came into the house and told me his story. 


After awhile, a six-year-old child who had been 
sitting near me went across the room, climbed on the 
man’s knees, put her hands on the cancer on his face, 
and prayed. 


Beloved, | saw the cancer wither. In half an hour, 
the thing had disappeared. The wound was still there, 
but in a few days, it was healed. 


After the child had laid her hands on top of his head, 
hearose, saying, “O h! Thefirethat has been in my brain 
has gone out,” and his mind was normal. 
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“Power belongsto God” (Psalm 62:11). Thesimplest 
soul can touch God and livein thevery presenceof God 
and in H is power. 


It is almost a sadness to my soul that so many 
Christians should be astonished and surprised at an 
ordinary, tangible, evidence of the power of God. 


Wehave not yet learned to keep in living touch with 
the powers of God. O nce in awhile our souls rise, and 
we see the flame of God accomplish this wonder and 
that. But, beloved, Jesus C hrist lived in the presence of 
God every hour of the day and night. N ever a word 
proceeded from themouth of JesusC hrist, but that which 
was God’s Word. H e said, “The words that | speak to 
you are spirit, and they arelife.” (John 6:63). 


When you and | are lost in the Son of God and the 
fires of Jesus burn in our hearts, as they did in H is, our 
words will be the words of Spirit and of life. There will 
beno death in them. Beloved, we are on the way. - John 
G.Lake 


Is this filling and control of the H oly Spirit essential 
for every healing? N o, many healings can be accomplished 
without it as your faith in thename of J esus C hrist increases. 
But it is essential for those special things that G od wants to 
do through you, and thosetimes when you absolutely need 
the H oly Spirit to come upon you for a healing that would 
not take place without it. 


Groin Pain H ealed Before Surgery 


The same pastor, Steve, and his wife were invited by an 
evangelist friend to attend three days of evangelistic 
meetings at achurch in K entucky. The evangelist, who was 
also a musician, traveled with his wife, sister, and brother- 


- By = 


How to Be Filled with the Spiritaul Power of John G. Lake 


in-law. All except the brother-in-law were musicians and 
gospel singers— he handled their sound system. 


Onthesecond afternoon of the meetings, they were all 
relaxing near the motel’s swimming pool. T herewasatennis 
court, and the brother-in-law, whom we'll call Ralph, and 
his wife were playing tennis. Suddenly Ralph doubled over 
in apparent pain. Everyone went to him and after a few 
minutes his pain lessened and his wife and the evangelist 
helped him back into his motel room. 


Steve asked the evangelist’s wife what was wrong with 
Ralph. “H e gets sudden, excruciating pains in his groin,” 
she said. “H e’s been examined by several doctors and x- 
rayed but they can’t find anything wrong with him. It’s 
getting worse, so next week he’s going into the hospital for 
an exploratory operation to see if they can find what’s 
causing the pain.” 


That evening, just before thestart of the meeting, Steve 
and his wife were sitting in the front row. The evangelist 
came out from aroom behind the platform and motioned 
to them. They went over to him and he said, “Ralph is 
having terrible pains and we're going to pray for him and 
want you two to join us.” 


In the backroom, the pastor of the church told everyone 
to gather around Ralph and lay hands on him. They did, 
except for Steve, and the pastor began to pray for Jesus to 
relieve Ralph’s pain. Steve always felt awkward about 
joining with several others to lay hands on someone, and 
so he stayed afew feet behind the pastor and prayer silently. 


Then, as Steve tells it, the strangest thing happened. H e 
went up behind the pastor, put his hand on his shoulder, 
pushed him gently to one side— interrupting his prayer— 
and said, “Let me pray for him.” 
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“| faintly remember seeing shocked lookson everyone's 
face,” Steve says in recalling the incident, “especially the 
pastor’s. |’m not certain but what | felt almost as shocked 
as he looked because this was something | had never done 
before, or would have ever thought of doing. Yet at the 
same time it seemed to be the most natural thing to do.” 


Then, somehow knowing within himself everything 
that was going to happen, Steve said to Ralph, “I’m going 
to lay my handson each side of your groin and command a 
constricting spirit to come out. W hen | do, the pain is going 
to get worse, but just hang on because that thing is going to 
come out.” 


Ralph looked as puzzled as everyone else, but grabbed 
Steve’s arms and nodded his head, his face already twisting 
in pain. 

Steve positioned his hands on Ralph and said, “All right, 
you foul constricting spirit, you haveno right to tormenta 
child of God, so come out of him in the name of Jesus 
Christ.” At that, R alph gasped and moaned in pain and bent 
forward until his head rested on Steve's chest. 


As the pain in Ralph increased, Steve said he had a 
mental image, though he admits it may have just been his 
imagination, of tentacles tightening and squeezing Ralph 
in the area of pain—trying to hang on. H e commanded 
again, “Loose those tentacles and release this child of God 
and come out of him in the name of J esus C hrist!” 


Through all of this, Steve said, henever had amoment’s 
doubt that the spirit was going to come out. H e was, in 
Steve’s words, “All faith and certainty.” 


The battle continued for about another minute with 
Ralph moaning louder and louder. Then when another 
command was given for theconstricting spirit to come out, 
he suddenly stopped moaning, was silent for a moment, 
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and then said, “Praise the Lord! Thank You, Jesus!” and 
straightened up, free of pain. 


When he and his wife returned home, he cancelled the 
exploratory operation. The pain never returned. * 


In Mark 16:17-18, it’s recorded that] esus said, “... these 
signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will 
cast out demons; ... they will lay hands on the sick, and 
they will recover.” 


In this! havelong agreed with Smith Wigglesworth who 
re-punctuated verse 17 so that the two verses read, “ ... 
these signs will follow those who believein M y name: they 
will cast out demons; ... they will lay hands on the sick, 
and they will recover.” 


Signs do not follow Christians who simply believe in 
H im, they follow Christians who believe in H is name, in 
the authority and power of H isname. Thisisso obvious in 
practice that it cannot be disputed. 


This agrees with what Peter said after he and John had 
healed the man at the G ate Beautiful and everybody wanted 
to give them the credit. What he said speaks not only of 
what faith in thename of Jesus C hrist will accomplish, but 
also of faith in Jesus’ name being imparted. 


. why look so intently at us, as though by 
our own power or godlinesswe had madethisman 
walk? TheGod of Abraham, | saac, and J acob, the 
God of our fathers, glorified H isServant] esus,... 
And His name, through faith in His name, has 
made this man strong, whom you see and know. 
Yes, the faith which comes through H im hasgiven 


* (Dr. Charles S. Price, aM ethodist minister whom God used in amighty healing 
ministry for thirty years, wrotea marvelous book about imparted faith: TheR eal 
Faith for H ealing. It’s published by Bridge-Logos Publishers. Every Christian 
interested in healing others or needing healing should study it.) 
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him this perfect soundness in the presence of you 
all (Acts 3:12, 13, 16). 


H e also emphasized this authority and power in the 
name of Jesus Christ to the rulers who questioned them 
about how they had healed the lame man. 


| f we this day are judged for a good deed done 
toa helplessman, by what meanshe has been made 
well, let it be known to you all, and to all the people 
of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised 
from the dead, by H im thisman standshere before 
you whol” (Acts 4:9-10). 


Faith to heal is not faith in healing itself— many 
believe strongly in divine healing and get no one healed. 
Itis faith in the authority and healing power of thename 
of Jesus Christ. 


All authority has been given to Me in heaven 
and on earth. Go therefore... (Matthew 28:18) 


Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, 
“Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your 
name” (Luke 10:17). 


Thename of Jesus Christ is so powerful that someone 
who wasn’t even a disciple of Jesus used it to cast out 
demons, thereby upsetting theL ord’s chosen twelve. N otice 
also what the Lord called the casting out of demons— it’s 
the only thing H e ever identified as being a miracle. 


N ow John answered H im, saying, “Teacher, we 
saw someone who does not follow us casting out 
demonsin Your name, and weforbade him because 
he does not follow us.” 
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But J esus said, “Do not forbid him, for no one 
whoworksamiraclein M y namecan soon afterward 
speak evil of Me” (M ark 9:38-39). 


Since we know that the words of the Lord cannot be 
wrong, weknow that faith in H isnamecan beincreased by 
meditating on the Word of God, “Faith comes by hearing, 
and hearing by the Word of God,” and by increasing 
experiences of the absolute authority of His namein the 
spiritual realm. As your faith in the authority of H isname 
increases, you will find more and deeper healings taking 
place, and will experience more instances of the filling of 
theH oly Spirit and imparted faith for those particular things 
that God wants to do through you. 


Lake on Praying in the N ame of J esus 


Jesus called H is twelve disciples and commanded 
upon them power and authority to cast out devils and 
heal disease (Luke 9:1). H e superseded this later by 
declaring: “If you ask anything in M y name, | will do it” 
(John 14:14), 


The first was a limited power of attorney. The 
second, unlimited. This unlimited power of attorney was 
authorized before H is crucifixion. It was to become 
effective when the H oly Spirit came. 


On the Day of Pentecost, this power of attorney 
was made fully operative. The Spirit came. First, legally, 
they had H is Word. Then, vitally, H e sent H is Spirit. 


At the G ate Beautiful, Peter and J ohn exercised the 
authority in Jesus’ name. Passing into the temple, they 
met a beggar. H ewas forty years old and had been lame 
from his mother’s womb. Peter commanded: “In the 
name of J esusC hrist of N azareth, riseup and walk” (Acts 
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3:6). H eaven’s lightning struck the man. H e leaped to 
his feet, instantly healed. 


A multitude rushed up. They demanded: “In what 
name, by what power, have you done this?” Then the 
religious took hold of them and demanded to know also. 


Peter and John replied: “By thenameof J esusC hrist 
of N azareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised 
from the dead, by H im this man stands here before you 
whole” (A cts 4:10). M atchless name! Thesecret of power 
was in it. When they used the name power struck. The 
dynamite of heaven exploded. 


Peter and John were hustled to jail. The church in 
Jerusalem prayed for them in “the name.” They were 
released. They went to the church. The entire church 
prayed that signs and wonders might be done. H ow did 
they pray? In “thename.” They used it legally. The vital 
response was instantaneous. T he place was shaken as by 
an earthquake. Tremendous name!’ 


Jesus commanded: “Go and teach all nations” What 
for? To proclaim thename. To usethename. To baptize 
believers. H ow? In thename. Amazing name. In it was 
concentrated the combined authority resident in the 
Father, the Son, and theH oly Spirit. Almighty name! 


The apostles used thename. It worked. Thedeacons 
at Samaria used the name. The fire flashed. Believers 
everywhere, forever, were commanded to use it. The 
name detonated around the World. 


M oreBibles aresold today than any other 100 books. 
Why? Thenameisin it. It’s finality— at thenameof J esus 
every knee shall bow and every tongue confess!” 


Prayer in this name gets answers. The M oravians 
pray ed—the greatest revival till that time hit the world. 
Finney prayed—America rocked with the power. 
Hudson Taylor prayed—C hina’s Inland Mission was 
born. Evan Roberts prayed seven years— the Welsh 
revival resulted. 
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Before the world-wide revival at the Azusa Street 
Mission, old Tom Seymour prayed five hours a day for 
three and one-half years. H e prayed seven hours a day 
for two and one-half years more. H eaven’s fire fell over 
theworld, and the most extensive revival of real religion 
in this century resulted. A II because of thename of J esus. 
-JohnG.Lake 


Filling and C ontrol by theH oly Spirit 


Thefilling or control of theH oly Spirit at timesin the work 
of the kingdom of God is crucial for those things that G od 
needs to have done, for H ecannot leave essential works to 
our puny ability to hear and obey Him—and to our often 
weak faith. That should be easy to understand. So, His 
solution is simple. To those who are devoting themselves 
to learning H is ways, abiding in H is word, and walking in 
H is Spirit, H eat times fills them with the H oly Spirit and 
imparts to them the faith and power they need to do what 
H e wants done—and to protect them when they need 
protection. 


It is written about M oses and the sraelites that M oses 
knew God's ways, the Israelites knew God's acts— many 
of them performed by M oses. H ow did that come about? 
God madeit so. “H emade known H is waysto M oses, H is 
acts to the children of | srael” (Psalm 103:7). And H emade 
it so because M oses obeyed H im and the sraelites did not. 


If like Moses we would know God's ways, we would 
not only seefar moreof G od’sactsin healing and delivering 
sick people, we would also at times perform mighty works 
of power in the name of Jesus Christ as God determined 
by HisH oly Spirit. 
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Lake on Miracles— Works of Power 


W hat is a miracle? It is the tangible evidence of the 
supreme control of the Spirit of G od over every character 
and form of materiality. 


Beloved, the power of such an event, such an act 
and sign, shows you that through living, positive, contact 
with the Spirit of G od, all things are possible. Blessed be 
H is name! 


Christianity is the divine power of J esus C hrist by 
the H oly Spirit, filling a Christian’s soul and body, 
flashing through his nature like a holy flame, 
accomplishing the will of God. 


There is a baptism that belongs to J esus Christ. It is 
in His supreme control. N o angel or human can bestow 
it. It comes from H im alone. 


H eit is “who baptizes with theH oly Spirit” (John 
1:33). So, theindividual who wants theH oly Spirit must 
come into definite, conscious, contact with J esus C hrist 
H imself. Bless G od! 


| was away from the city of Spokane for a while, 
and the day | returned Mrs. Lake wasn’t at home. | was 
about to leave for my afternoon service when someone 
camein and said, “Y our secretary, M rs. G raham, is dying. 
Your wife is with her.” 


Immediately | hurried to the place. One of my 
ministers’ wives met me at the door and said, “You're 
too late, she’s gone.” 


As| stepped inside, the minister was coming out of 
theroom.H esaid, “Shehasn’t breathed for along time.” 


But looking on that woman, | thought of how God 
Almighty had raised her out of death three years before, 
how He had miraculously given her back her womb, 
ovaries, and tubes that had been removed, and how she 
had married and conceived a child. 
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As these thoughts arose, my heart flamed! 


| took that woman up off the pillow and called on 
God for the lightnings of heaven to blast the power of 
death and deliver her. | commanded her to come back 
and stay. She came back after having not breathed for 
twenty-three minutes! 


Beloved, we have not yet learned to keep in living 
touch with the powers of God. O ncein awhileour souls 
rise, and weseethe flameof God accomplish this wonder 
and that. But Jesus Christ lived in the presence of God 
every hour of the day and night. N ot aword came from 
the mouth of J esus C hrist that was not God’s Word. He 
said, “The words that | speak to you arespirit, and they 
are life” (John 6:63). 


When you and | are lost in the Son of God and 
the fires of Jesus Christ burn in our hearts, as they 
did in His, our words will be the words of Spirit and 
of life. There will be no death in them. Beloved, we 
are on the way. 


You see, the spirit of man must contact and know 
the real Spirit of God—know God. We do not know 
God with our flesh, with our hands, or with our brains. 
We know God with our spirit. The knowledge of God 
that our spirit acquires may be conveyed to us through 
the medium of our mind. The effect of G od in our body 
comes through the medium of our spirit, through our 
soul, and into our body. 


There is a quickening by the Spirit of God so that 
our body, our soul, and our spirit all alikebecome blessed, 
pervaded, and filled with the presence of God H imself 
in us. The Word of God is wonderfully clear along these 
lines. For instance, the Word of God says, “You will keep 
him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You, 
Because he trusts in You” (Isaiah 26:3). Why? “Because 
H etrusts in You.” That is the peace a Christian knows 
whose mind rests in God in real perfect trust. “You will 
keep him in perfect peace, W hosemind is stayed on You.” 


052 


Be Full of Faith, the Holy Spirit and Power 


The Word of God again says that our flesh will 
rejoice; not our mind but our very flesh will rejoice. 
The presence of God is to bea living presence, not only 
in our spirit, nor in our mind alone, but also in our 
very flesh—so that G od is known in all the areas of our 
life. We know God in our very flesh, we Know God in 
our mind, we know God in our spirit. Bless His 
precious name! 


Themedium by which G od undertakes to bless the 
world isthrough thetransmission of H imself. N ow the 
Spirit of God is His own substance, the substance of 
H is being—the very natureand quality of the presence 
of the nature and being of God. Consequently, when 
we speak of the Spirit of God being transmitted to us 
and into us, wearenot talking about an influence, either 
spiritual or mental. We are talking about the 
transmission of the living substance and being of God 
into your being and into mine. N ot amental effect, but 
a living substance. The living being and actual life 
transmitted, imparted, coming from God into your 
being, into my being. Bless G od! 


That is the secret of the abundant life of which J esus 
spoke. J esus said, “| have come that they may have life, 
and that they may haveit more abundantly” (John 10:10). 
Thereason we have the more abundant life is that as we 
receive God into our being, all the springs of our being 
are quickened by His living presence. C onsequently, 
when wereceiveG od—viaH isH oly Spirit— welivelife 
in a fuller measure. We live life with a greater energy, 
because we become the recipients of the energy of the 
living God in addition to our normal energy, through 
the reception of H is being, H isnature, H islifeinto ours. 


| knelt under atree when about sixteen years of age, 
in repentance and prayer, and God cameinto my soul. | 
was saved from my sins and from that day | knew Jesus 
Christ as aliving Savior. T here never was asinglemoment 
of question about the reality of His incoming into my 
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life as aSavior, for H esaved mefrom my sins. M y friend 
said, “You are baptized in the H oly Ghost.” 


Sometime later, | think when! was yet under twenty 
or thereabouts, | met a Christian farmer, M elvin Pratt, 
who sat down on his plow handles and taught me the 
subject of sanctification, and God let me enter into that 
experience. My friends said, “Now surely you are 
baptized in the H oly G host.” 


Later in my life, | cameunder the ministry of G eorge 
B. Watson, of theChristian & Missionary Alliance, who 
taught with more clearness and better distinction 
between the baptism of the Holy Ghost and 
sanctification, and | entered into aricher life and a better 
experience. A beautiful anointing of the Spirit was upon 
my life 


Then the ministry of healing was opened to me, and 
| ministered for ten yearsin the power of G od. H undreds 
and hundreds of people were healed by the power of 
God during this ten years, and | could feel the conscious 
flow of theH oly Spirit through my soul and my hands. 


But at the end of that year, | believe | was the 
hungriest man for G od that ever lived. There was such a 
hunger for God that as! left my offices in C hicago and 
walked down thestreet, my soul would break out, and | 
would cry, “Oh God!” | havehad people stop and look 
at mein wonder. |t was the yearning passion of my soul, 
asking for God in a greater measure than | then knew. 
But my friends would say, “Mr. Lake, you have a 
beautiful baptism in the H oly Ghost.” Yes, it was nice 
as far as it went, but it was not answering the cry of my 
heart. | was growing up into a large understanding of 
God and my own soul’s need. M y soul was demanding a 
greater entrance into G od, H islove, presence, and power. 


Then one day an old man strolled into my office, sat 
down, and in the next half hour he revealed more of the 
knowledge of God to my soul than | had ever known 
before. When he left | said, “God bless that old gray 
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head. That man knows moreof God than any man | ever 
met. By the grace of God, if that is what the baptism of 
theH oly Ghost does, | am going to possess it.” O h, the 
wonder of God that was then revealed to my heart! 


| went into fasting and prayer and waiting on God 
for nine months. Then one day the glory of Godina 
new manifestation and anew incoming came to my life. 
And when the phenomena had passed, and the glory of 
it remained in my soul, | found that my life began to 
manifest in the varied range of the gifts of the Spirit, ... 
and G od flowed through mewith anew force. H ealings 
were of a more powerful order. Oh, God lived in me; 
God manifested in me; G od spokethrough me. M y spirit 
was deified, and | had anew comprehension of God’s 
will, new discernment of spirit, anew revelation of God 
in me. - John G.Lake 


A Body Filled and Flooded with G od 


When God's nature and very being flows into us by the 
H oly Spirit, we arein essence experiencing the answer to 
Paul’s prayers for all the saints in his letter to the church 
at Ephesus. 


For thisreason | bow my kneesto the Father of 
our Lord] esusC hrist, from whom the wholefamily 
in heaven and earth isnamed, that H ewould grant 
you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 
strengthened with might through H is Spirit in the 
inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded 
in love, may be able to comprehend with all the 
saints what is the width and length and depth and 
height; to know the love of Christ which passes 
knowledge; that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of G od (Ephesians 3:14-19). 
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Or as the Amplified Bible so marvelously translates 
verse 19: 


[That you may really come] to know— 
practically, through experience for yourselves— the 
love of Christ, which far surpasses mere knowledge 
(without experience); that you may be filled 
(through all your being) unto all the fullness of 
G od—[that is] may have the richest measure of the 
divine Presence, and become a body wholly filled 
and flooded with G od H imself! 


Faith, the H oly Spirit, and power flowing from God 
through Jesus Christ to you—and from you to the sick 
and oppressed. 
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Do you not know that you are the temple of G od and that 
the Spirit of God dwellsin you? ... the temple of God is 
holy, which temple you are (1 Corinthians 3:16, 17b). 


The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails 
much. Elijah wasa man with a nature like ours, and he 
prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain 
on the land for three years and six months. And he prayed 
again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced 
its fruit (J ames 5:16-18). 


H oliness has to do with the condition of the heart, 

righteousness has to do with right actions and aright 
standing with God. Holiness is birthed out of 
sanctification— separateness from the world, and 
righteousness Is birthed out of holiness. 


BecauseG od isholy, J esusC hrist isholy, theH oly Spirit 
isholy, the Scriptures tell us that weshould also be holy, or 
we shall not see the Lord. And weare to not only desire 
holiness but also to pursue it—run after it until we catch it. 


Pursue... holiness, without which no one will 
see the Lord (H ebrews 12:14). 
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H e who called you is holy, you also be holy in 
all your conduct, because it iswritten, “Beholy, for 
| am holy (1 Peter 1:15-16). 


Yet many today seem to believe that they can draw a 
continual stream of power from God without being holy 
in their spirit, soul, and body, and righteous in their actions. 
But it has never been so. Throughout the long history of 
the Church, and back through the dark years to creation, 
the degree of power flowing from God through oneof H is 
children has always been directly related to the degree of 
that person’s holiness and righteousness. | t has always been 
so and always will be so. God’s unchanging holy nature 
requires it. 


“... you are the temple of the living God. As 
God hassaid: “I will dwell inthem And walk among 
them. | will be their God, And they shall be My 
people.” Therefore “Come out from among them 
And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what 
isunclean, And | will receive you.” | will bea Father 
to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, 
SaystheLO RD Almighty.” Therefore, having these 
promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness 
in the fear of God (2 Corinthians 6:16- 7:1). 


Pure Water of the H oly Spirit 


In the world today there is not much pure water left. So, 
because of the growing pollution of our water, it is 
increasingly recommended that every house have filters to 
remove theimpurities and contaminants from thedrinking 
water. That we drink only purified water for the sake of 
our physical health, and some say even our mental health. 
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Why should we think, in this age of growing immoral 
pollution, that anything less is required for our spiritual 
health? If we want the purity and full force of the water of 
life to flow through us to others—and for ourselves— then 
we must use all the spiritual filters God has provided to 
protect and cleanse us from the storm surge of moral 
pollution that every day tries to flood our spirits, souls, 
and bodies. The pure water of theH oly Spirit promised to 
us by Jesus cannot flow in full force and purity through 
clogged unclean pipes. 


H ewho believesin M e, asthe Scripture hassaid, 
out of hisheart will flow riversof living water.” But 
this H e spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those 
believing in H im would receive (John 7:38- 39a). 


Think of it. 1f God's children are holy and righteous in 
spirit, soul, and body, the full force of the pure water of 
life—the H oly Spirit—will flow through them to bring 
salvation and healing to hundreds and thousands. It would 
be as the waters of Ezekiel 47 and Revelation 22 flowing 
through Christians for the healing of many in many nations. 


Granted, it is all amatter of degrees, and no Christian 
in this morally polluted world can be 100 percent free of its 
contaminants. So the full force of theH oly Spirit will never 
be able to flow pure and unimpeded as H e did through 
Jesus— except for those times when H e controls us fully 
for God’s own purpose, as demonstrated at times through 
Tom Seymour at the old A zusa Street M ission in C alifornia. 


Lake on Tom Seymour 


| was in ameeting in Los Angeles on one occasion. 
Old Tom Seymour was conducting the services and he 
had the funniest vocabulary that any man ever had. But 
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| want to tell you there were doctors and lawyers and 
professors listening to marvelous things coming from 
the old man’s lips. It was not what he said in words, but 
it was what he said from his spirit to my heart that 
showed mehehad moreof God in his life than any man 
| had ever met up to that time. It was God in him that 
was attracting people. 


There was one man who insisted on getting up and 
talking every little while. Some people have a mania for 
talking. Every oncein awhilehe would get up— and Tom 
had endured it for alongtime. Presently, he got up again, 
and the old man stuck his finger out and said, “In the 
name of Jesus Christ sit down.” H edid not sit down— 
he fell down as if shot and his friends carried him out. 


That is only one manifestation of the living fact of 
what real Christianity is: The divine power of J esus 
Christ, by theH oly Ghost, filling our soul and body and 
flashing through our nature like a holy flame, 
accomplishing the will of God. 


That wemay bethetempleof theH oly G host brings 
a demand on our consciousness that nothing elsein the 
world can bring. If G od has ordained that our spirit, soul, 
and body may become the living, conscious, temple of 
H is Spirit—that H e, God, by His Spirit will livein us 
and manifest H imself through us, what kind of demand 
does that bring upon us? 


We can understand then, what was in the mind of 
the Apostle when he said, “What manner of persons 
ought you to bein holy conduct and godliness?” 
(2 Peter 3:11). 


W hy isit that people are slow to yield themselves to 
the control and government and guidance of the Spirit 
of God? Why is it that there is not a divine passion in 
our hearts that such a blessed control should be madea 
possibility? Shall you and | today assert our own little 
humanity, and walk according to our own light? O r shall 
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wedo asthewisemen and women of old did, do asthose 
who seek the divinest in life, and say “Yes” to God and 
let God take our being—inhabit our spirit, soul, and 
body, and liveH islifein us? If wedo and H eso consents, 
then we will manifest H is life through us! - John G. Lake 


God’s H oly Mountain 


N o matter where we are at this moment, no matter what 
our present level of spiritual power, no matter how strong 
our current contact with the dynamic energy of God, there 
isamountain wecan climb to thethrone of God. Each day, 
through dedication and determination, holiness and 
righteousness, we can climb higher than we did the day 
before—for our sake and thesakeof thesick and oppressed. 


Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? 
Or who may stand in H is holy place? H e who has 
clean handsand a pureheart, Who hasnot lifted up 
his soul to an idol, N or sworn deceitfully. H e shall 
receive blessing from theL O RD, And righteousness 
from the God of hissalvation (Psalm 24:3-5). 


Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let 
us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh 
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God 
(2 Corinthians 7:1). 


Lake on Holiness to the L ord 


H olinessisthe character of God. Thevery substance 
of His being and essence of His nature is purity. The 
purpose of God in the salvation of humanity is to 
produce in human beings a similar holiness, a radiant 
purity like that of God H imself. |f God were unable to 
produce in us such a purity, then His purpose for us 
would beafailure, and the object of thesacrifice of J esus 
Christ would bea miscarriage instead of a triumph. 
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The triumph of Jesus Christ was attained through 
His willingness to be led by the Spirit of God. The 
triumph of theC hristian can be attained only in asimilar 
manner. Even though God has baptized you with the 
H oly Spirit, thereyet remains, as with J esus, the necessity 
of walking in humility and permitting the Spirit of God 
to be your absolute guide. 


The unveiling of consciousness, of the desire of the 
flesh, of the sensuality of the nature and the thoughts, 
the revelation of adverse tendencies, is part of God's 
purpose and necessary for growth in God. H ow can the 
nature of a person be changed except that nature is first 
revealed? So, there arises in your heart the desire and 
prayer for the Spirit of G od to eject, crucify, and destroy 
every tendency of opposition to theH oly Spirit. Do not 
think that you will attain the highest in G od until within 
your own soul thereis aheavenly longing to belikeH im 
who gave is life for us. 


Do not think to comewithin the court of God with 
stain upon your garments. D o not think that heaven can 
smile upon anature fouled through evil contact. Do not 
think that C hrist can dwell in temples seared by flames 
of hate. N o! The heart must first be purged by holy fire 
and washed from every stain by cleansing blood. 


“.,, the blood of J esus Christ H is Son [continually] 
cleanses usfrom all sin” (1John 1:7b). 


Do you not know that those whose nature is akin to 
God's must ever feel thepurging power of C hrist within? 


|f you would understand the ways of God, you must 
trust the Spirit's power to guide and keep. If you would 
tread the paths where angels tread, you must realize 
angelic purity. That’s the nature of God, that’s the 
working of the Spirit’s power, that’s what you must attain 
to overcome. When you do, the joy and power of God 
will be yours. H ealing streams of life will flow through 
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you, and H eaven’s gates will open wide. In you the 
kingdom of God will be revealed. 


“And heal the sick there, and say to them, ‘The 
kingdom of God has come near to you’” (Luke 10:9). 


Christians live in the light. Christians live in the 
glory. Christians livein the power of God, in the eternal 
presence of God. And it is that consciousness of God 
and union with Him that gives you strength and 
assurance and confidence and helps you to go on your 
way regardless of conditions and circumstances, so that 
you are not being governed by this thing or that, but by 
the faith of God. Instead of conditions controlling you, 
you arecontrolling conditions. T hat isthe power of G od. 


God is endeavoring by H is Spirit in these days to 
lift the souls of Christians into ahigh place, aholy life, 
a heavenly state where they walk day by day and hour 
by hour in the heavenly consciousness of the presence 
of Christ. 


Thepresence of Christ in thesouls of Christians can 
only producethe purity that isin Him. Purity isof God. 
Purity is of the nature of Christ. Purity is heaven's 
atmosphere, filling your soul and making you in your 
nature like the Son of God. Upon your purified soul 
there comes from God that blessed measure of theH oly 
Spirit, not only purifying your nature, but empowering 
you by the Spirit so that the activities of G od, the gift of 
H ismind, the power of H is Spirit is evident by thegrace 
of Godin your soul and your life. 


This will lift you by the grace of God into that place 
of holy and heavenly dominion in the consciousness of 
which J esus lived and moved and accomplished the will 
of God. N ot the earth-consciousness, born of the earth 
and earthy. The heaven-consciousness, that high 
consciousness, that holy consciousness, the consciousness 
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of the living God, of H is union with H im, that caused 
Jesus to walk as a conqueror on the earth. 


Jesus was not bowed and overcome by conditions 
and circumstances about H im. H e knew that the soul 
was a creative power, that it was the nature of every 
person to protect, accumulate, and possess as children 
of God, and that through the creative faculty of your 
soul the desires of your heart might be brought to pass. 


That is the reason God spoke to Moses as H e did. 
That is the reason G od rebuked M oses when hestopped 
to pray. That is the reason God said, “Why do you cry 
to Me? Tell the children of Israel to go forward. ... lift 
up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea and 
divide it. And the children of Israel shall go on dry 
ground through the midst of the sea.” 


Beloved, your soul will never demonstratethe power 
of God in any appreciable degree until your soul 
conceives and understands the real vision of Christ. H e 
knew that through H is union with the living God His 
soul became the creative power through which H etook 
possession of the power of God and applied it to the 
needs of H is own soul and the needs of other lives. 


“| am the resurrection and the life,” He said to 
Martha. Lazarus was dead. The friends were weeping, 
but the Son of God was there. O pening His soul to 
God in acry of prayer, the Spirit of God so moved 
within Him that the consciousness of His high 
dominion in God so possessed H im, that H egave forth 
that wondrous command, “Lazarus, come forth!” The 
dead Lazarus obeyed the call, and his spirit that had 
gone on into the regions of the dead returned, was 
rejoined to his body, and Lazarus was restored by the 
power of God. (John 11:25-44) 


So much of the difficulty with us all is that we have 
come down out of the heavenlies into the natural, and 
weare trying to live a heavenly life in the natural state, 
overburdened by the weights and cares of the flesh and 
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life all about us. There is deliverance. There is victory. 
There is a place in God where our flesh is no longer in 
bondage. A place where by the grace of God every 
sensuous state of the human nature is brought into 
subjection to thelivingGod.A placewhereC hrist reigns 
in and glorifies the very activities of your nature, making 
you sweet, pure, and clean— good and true. 


| call on you today, beloved, by the grace of God, 
to that high life, to that holy walk, to that heavenly 
atmosphere, to that life in God where the grace and 
Spirit and power of God permeate your whole being. 
When it does, not only your whole being will be in 
subjection, but power will flow from your nature as a 
holy stream of heavenly life to bless other souls 
everywhere by the grace of God—truly bringing to 
them the kingdom of God. 


There was a period in my life when God lifted my 
soul to awondrous place of divine power. Indeed, | say 
with all humility that! believe G od gavemean anointing 
of power that has seldom been manifested in modern 
life. That anointing remained with me for a period of 
eight months. O neof the evidences of the power of God 
at that period was that G od gave me such aconsciousness 
of dominion to cast out evil spirits that the insane were 
brought to me from all parts of the land. 


Often as! approached them, the Spirit of Christ 
would riseup in mein such dominion that when | got to 
them | could take hold of them, and looking into their 
face, would realize that G od had given me power to cast 
out the evil spirit. H undreds of times the insane were 
healed instantly, right where they stood. 


| have been a student all my life—not just a student 
of letters, but of the things of the soul. By G od’s grace, | 
noted that when that high consciousness of heavenly 
dominion rested upon my life, there was one thing that 
stood uppermost in all my consciousness. T hat was the 
vision of the triumphant Christ, the Son of God, as 
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pictured by J ohn in thefirst chapter of R evelation, where 
H estands forth in the mighty dignity of an overcomer 
and declared, “I am He who lives, and was dead, and 
behold, | am alive forevermore. Amen. And | have the 
keys of H ades and of Death” (Revelation 1:18). 


The soul joined to Christ, exercising the power of 
God, ascends into the high consciousness of heavenly 
dominion as it is in the heart of J esus Christ today, for 
H eistheovercomer, theonly overcomer. But when your 
soul is joined to H is soul, when H is Spirit flows likea 
heavenly stream through your spirit, when your whole 
nature is infilled and inspired by the life from God, you 
also becomean overcomer in deed and in truth— because 
you are joined to Christ. 


| am glad that G od has permitted us to riseinto that 
place of high dominion in C hrist even at intervals, for it 
demonstrates the purpose of God. It demonstrates that 
H epurposes we should not only riseinto the high place 
at intervals, but that this should bethe normal life of the 
Christian who is joined to Christ. 


Christianity does not need to be apologized for. 
Christianity is the living, conscious, life and power of 
the living God, transmitted into the nature of ahuman 
being until the person’s nature is transformed by the 
living touch. The spirit, soul, and body is energized and 
filled by H is life. Thus, you become as G od intended, a 
form of Christ. 


That startles some people. But the ultimate goal of 
the G ospel of J esus Christ, and the ultimate goal of the 
redemption of theSon of God, isto reproduceand make 
every person who is bound by sin and held by 
sensuousness and enslaved by the flesh, like H imself in 
deed and in truth—sons of God. N ot sons of God ona 
lower order, but sons of G od as J esus was. 


Paul declares, “H eH imself gavesometo beapostles, 
some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 
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teachers.” For what purpose? “ ... till weall cometo... 
aperfect man, to the measure of thestature of thefullness 
of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11, 13). 


N ot alimited life, but an unlimited life. The idea of 
God was that every person should be transformed into 
Christ’s perfect image through being joined to Him by 
theH oly Spirit. C hrist within and C hrist without. C hrist 
in your spirit, Christ in your soul, and Christ in your 
body. N ot only livingH islife, but performing H is works 
by the grace of God. That is the Gospel of the Son of 
God. That is the thing that Paul was not ashamed of. He 
said, “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is 
the power of G od to salvation for everyonewho believes, 
for the J ew first and also for the Greek” (Romans 1:16). 
-JohnG.Lake 


The holy life of Christ pouring through Paul and the 
other apostles and early Christians gave them not only 
spiritual power, but also a boldness and courage that 
enabled them to turn their world upside down, It could 
be the same today. 


These who have turned the world upside down 
have come here too (A cts 17:6b). 


-1ll1- 
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N ow, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your 
servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, 
by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and 
wonders may be done through the name of Your holy 
Servant J esus.” And when they had prayed, the place 
where they were assembled together was shaken; and they 
were all filled with the H oly Spirit, and they spoke the 
word of God with boldness (A cts 4:29-31). 


Bestrong and of good courage, ... O nly be strong and 
very courageous, ... Bestrong and of good courage; do 
not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God 
iswith you wherever you go (Joshua 1:6-7, 9). 


hey spoke the Word of God with boldness.” What 

marvelous words those are! “They spoke the Word of 
God with boldness.” In these days of uncertainty and 
timidity about the Word of God, and thepreaching of many 
things that are purported to be the Word of God but are 
not, those words have a clarity and strength about them 
that are well needed today. 


When God told J oshuato do in three days what M oses 
had not been able to do—to take H is people into the 
Promised L and, H ethree times urged and encouraged him 


—113- 


How to Be Filled with the Spiritaul Power of John G. Lake 


to be strong and courageous. And from the moment you 
are reading this, back down through the grand history of 
the Church and G od’s redemptive work with H is chosen 
people, it has always been strong and courageous leaders, 
those bold in the Word of God, who have taken God's 
people into the purposes and promises of God. 


W hat enabled them to be that way, to be bold, strong, 
and courageous in the true Word of God? An absolute 
conviction that the same source of strength and courage 
that was with Joshua was with them. “ ... for the LORD 
your God is with you wherever you go.” The spiritual 
principle established throughout the Bibleis simple: If G od 
sends you somewhere, you never go alone; if H etells you 
to do something, you never do it alone—God is always 
with you. 


All authority has been given to Me in heaven 
and on earth. Go thereforeand make disciplesof all 
thenations, baptizing them in thename of theF ather 
and of the Son and of theH oly Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all things that | have commanded you; 
and lo, | am with you always, even to theend of the 
age (M atthew 28:18b-20). 


And | will pray the Father, and He will give 
you another H elper, that H e may abide with you 
forever; the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, becauseit neither seesH im nor KnowsH im; 
but you know Him, for He dwells with you and 
will bein you. | will not leave you orphans; | will 
come to you (John 14:16-18). 


So knowing the history of how God works with H is 
people, and facing threats of punishment for speaking and 
teaching in the name of J esus, the disciples prayed, “Grant 
to Your servantsthat with all boldnessthey may speak Y our 


-114- 


Be Bold and Courageous 


word, by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs 
and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy 
Servant Jesus.” Do signs and wonders through the very 
name that we have been commanded not to speak or teach 
about (Acts 4:18). Give a visible sign to all that You are 
with us when we speak that name, and that will enable us 
to speak Your Word with boldness. 


And when they had prayed, the place where 
they were assembled together wasshaken; and they 
wereall filled with theH oly Spirit, and they spoke 
the word of God with boldness... And with great 
power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection 
of the Lord J esus. And great grace was upon them 
all (Acts 4:31, 33). 


Signs and wonders will enable you to speak the true 
and pure Word of God with boldness and courage almost 
more than anything else will. In fact, when God begins to 
do signs and wonders through you in the name of Jesus 
Christ, you won't want to speak or hear anything other 
than the true and pure Word of God. Everything else that 
is being preached and taught today will seem to you like 
another Jesus and a different gospel (2 Corinthians 11:4). 
And you will find yourself standing on such a sure and 
certain foundation that you cannot be moved from it 
(1 Corinthians 3:11) As Smith Wigglesworth said, “The 
person who has an experience is never at the mercy of a 
person who has only an argument.” 


N ow in Joshua's case, all visible signs of the presence 
of God disappeared shortly after the | sraelites entered the 
Promised Land. Therewasno morecloud by day and night, 
and the manna ceased on the day after they had eaten the 
produce of the land (Joshua 5:12). 
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Soon they would start their first of many battles against 
the enemies of God in the Promised L and, but first there was 
the appearance of the M an with the sword in H is hand, the 
“Commander of the army of the LO RD” (Joshua 5:13-15). 


When Joshuasaw H im, he went up to H im and asked, 
“AreyYou for us or for our adversaries?” 


To which the M an replied, “No.” 


A strange answer, and not an answer at all to J oshua’s 
question. But in the Man’s answer of “No,” there was a 
deeper statement. It was this: “| have not come to be for 
you or for your adversaries, | havecometo takeover.” And 
surely, we understand that the appearance of the 
“Commander of thearmy of theLO RD” wasan epiphany, 
apre- gospel appearance of Christ, amanifestation intended 
to reveal something of great spiritual importance to us. 


Understanding that, we should realize that when we 
receive Jesus as our Lord and Savior, the Spirit of Christ 
comes into us by theH oly Spirit, not to be for or against 
us, but to take over. Thus, H eis always with us—as our 
Savior, yes, but more importantly as our Lord. Knowing 
that should enable us to be strong and courageous in the 
things of God in the same way that H e urged Joshua to 
be—and for the same reason. 


When you realize that Christ is always with you and 
speak the Word of God with boldness and courage, you 
will find yourself acting that way in all your endeavors 
for God. 


Lake on H ealing Rheumatism 


O ne Saturday night in South A frica the church was 
packed. There was not even any standing room left. | 
was preaching on the power of God and in astrong spirit 
was endeavoring to demonstrate that J esus C hrist is the 
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same yesterday, today, and forever. To state boldly that 
His power is as great as it ever was, and that the only 
qualification for touching God for anything is faith in 
Him. The audience was greatly moved. 


As | continued preaching, | saw a gentleman and 
two ladies trying to squeeze through the people who 
werestanding in theaisles. | asked the crowd to separate 
and permit the ladies to comethrough. | tried to arrange 
seating space for them on the steps of the platform. 


Asthey approached, | noticed that one of theladies 
held her arms perfectly stiff. She did not move them at 
all. | seemed to know at once that she was suffering 
from rheumatism. 


When she got to the platform, | asked, “What is the 
reason you don’t move your arms?” 


She said. “M y shoulders are set from rheumatism.” 
| said, “H ow long have they been like this?” 

She replied, “Ten years.” 

| asked if she had been treated by physicians. 


She replied, “I have been discharged from three 
hospitals as incurable.” 


“W hat hospitals?” 
Sheanswered, “K imberley,} ohannesburg, and Pretoria.” 


| asked the gentleman who accompanied her, “Do 
you know this lady?” 


H esaid, “Yes, she is my sister-in-law.” 

| said, “Do you know her story to be correct?” 

“A bsolutely,” he said. 

| asked her what she had come for. 

Shereplied, “In thehopethat theL ord would heal me.” 


| asked, “Do you want meto pray for you for healing?” 
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“Yes,” she said. 


The crowd in the aisles and around the doors was 
noisy, and | spoke directly to them. “You people never 
saw Jesus heal a person in your life. You do not know 
anything about this matter. You have never witnessed 
an exhibition of the power of God, and therefore you 
should be considerate enough to keep still, confess your 
ignorance of such matters, and learn. 


“This is what | want: Select two men from your 
group, and let then come and see for themselves if this 
woman’s arms are stiff as she says.” 


| waited for them to make their selection. Two men 
came forward, examined the lady’s arms critically, and 
found them to beas she had said— quite immovable. 


| asked the men, “H ave you finished your 
examination? A reyou satisfied her condition isas stated?” 


They said, “Weare.” 


“Then stand back, for | am going to pray that the 
Lord will heal this woman.” 


Placing my hands on the woman’s shoulders, | 
commanded in thenameof J esusC hrist, theSon of God, 
that therheumatic devil that bound thewoman leave her. 
In Christ’s name, | commanded it to go, rebuking it with 
all the energy of my soul. The power of God flashed 
through me like a burning fire until perspiration burst 
from the woman’s face. 


| then took her by the hands and said, “In thename 
of Jesus Christ, put your arms up!” 


Theright arm went up. 


| said, “In the name of Jesus Christ put the other 
arm up, too.” 


Sheinstantly obeyed. Both arms had become free! 


D elighted at being healed, thewoman held both arms 
up, praising God, and headed for the door. The crowd 
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parted for her, and she disappeared. | did not see her 
again for some months. When | did see her again, she 
was still healed. 


Once after an inspired address almost the whole 
congregation moved forward to the penitent form, when 
abig man fell near the front in an epileptic seizure. Like 
a flash, Lake was off the platform, and at his side, 
rebuking the demon in the name of Jesus, and then he 
quietly returned to the platform. But thework wasdone. 
The fit was cut short, and the man never had another. 


About a year ago at a Sunday service in our 
Johannesburg Tabernacle, G od instantly healed a lame 
girl. She came from G ermiston [in Gauteng, N E South 
Africa]. She had been suffering for three and a half years 
from what doctors said was either an extreme case of 
rheumatism or the first stage of hip disease. She was not 
ableto get up thesteps without assistance, when shecame 
to the platform to be prayed for. 


One of our ministers asked her, “H ow long have 
you been sick?” 


She said, “For three and a half years.” 
“H ave doctors treated you?” 


“Y es, for two and ahalf years, but they haven’t been 
able to help me.” 


“W ho has been treating you for the last year?” 
“A hypnotist.” 


Just then a well-known hypnotist arose in the 
audience, moved forward and took a front seat, 
apparently so he could see better. The minister said, 
“N ever mind the hypnotist. Jesus is going to heal you 
right now. In two minutes you will be well.” 


Several laid hands on her and prayed, and instantly 
theL ord delivered her, and she walked up and down the 
platform several times to demonstrate to herself and the 
audience that she was well. 
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| stood back and looked at her, my heart going out 
in praiseto God for H is mercy. T hen suddenly the Spirit 
of the Lord descended upon mein power, not in any 
gentle influence, but with a mighty intense power, a 
spirit of revulsion against the spirit of the hypnotist. | 
went to the edge of the platform directly in front of 
him and said, “Are you the man who has been 
hy pnotizing this woman?” 


He replied, “Yes, | am.” He rose to his feet and 
looked at meas if challenging me. 


| said to him, “In the N ame of Jesus Christ, you 
will never hypnotize anybody again.” And before | 
realized what | was doing, | reached over the front of 
the platform, grasped his collar with my left hand, while 
with my right | slapped him on the back, saying, “In 
the N ame of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, you come 
out of him.” 


H elaughed at meand said, “Do you mean to tell me 
that | cannot hypnotize anybody?” 


| said, “Yes, sir, that is the end of that thing. The 
devil that caused you to hypnotize people is out.” 


He worked all night trying to hypnotize some 
subjects, and in the morning at six came to my house 
saying, “This is amighty serious business, mister, this is 
my bread and butter. I'll give you alarge sum of money 
if you'll give me back my power to hypnotize.” 


| said, “Man, | didn’t take it away from you, it was 
Jesus who cast out the devil. Thank H im that you're rid 
of it. You'll never hypnotize another person as long as 
you live, so go earn an honest living. It looks to me like 
that’s what the L ord wants from you.” 


H ecancelled his engagement at the theater where 
he was billed to give exhibitions, and the last we heard, 
he was working in amineand earning an honest living. 
That demonstrated that thereis amighty manifestation 
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of the Spirit of G od that has dominion over every other 
power. It is still true that in Jesus’ name we shall cast 
out devils. 


It takes faith and boldness to exercise your gift from 
God. Therearejust lots of peoplearound everywherewho 
have gifts from God and they are lying dormant in their 
lives. So thereisno valuefor thekingdom of G od through 
them because of the fact that they haveno faith in God to 
boldly exercise the gift and get the benefit of it. 


Timothy probably was atimid fellow, and Paul had 
to show him why he should be exercising the gift from 
God that he believed to bein him. 


For God hasnot given usa spirit of fear (2 Timothy 1:7). 


| confess | would like to swear sometimes at 
preachers who are all the time preaching fear. They 
preach fear of the devil and fear of demons and fear of 
this influence and fear of that influence and fear of some 
other power. If the H oly Spirit has come from heaven 
into your soul, common sense teaches us that by so doing 
H ehas made you the master of every other power inthe 
world—otherwisethe Word of G od isablank falsehood, 
for Jesus H imself declared: 


He who isin you is greater than he who is in the 
world (1John 4:4). 


Behold, | give you the authority to trample on 
serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the 
enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you 
(Luke 10:19). 


|f wehad faith to believethat “H ewho is greater” is 
in us, we would be stepping out with boldness and 
majesty. The conscious supremacy of the Son of God 
would be manifest in our lives, and instead of being 
subservient and bowed down and broken beneath the 
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weight of sin and the powers of darkness around us, they 
would flee from us and keep out of our way. | believe 
before God that there is not a devil that comes within a 
hundred feet of a real G od-anointed Christian. That is 
the kind of vision God put in my soul. 


When | went to South A frica years ago, | attended a 
great missionary conference ashort timeafter | was there. 
It was a general conference of the Christian missions of 
the country. On account of our teaching the baptism of 
theH oly Spirit and the power of God to heal, wewerea 
peculiar people in the conference. We were bringing a 
new message and they wanted to hear us and size us up 
and classify us. 


Among the problems they discussed in that 
conference, was the tremendous influence of the native 
witch doctors over the people— their so-called medicine 
men. They had developed tremendous psychic powers 
because for generations and generations they studied 
psychic things until they understood the practice of 
psychic laws. It is amazing to see the psychic 
manifestations they bring to pass. | have seen shocking 
things take place at the hand of witch doctors, things 
that you would not believe unless you saw them. 


On one occasion, two men had become extremely 
jealous of each other. T hey were both native chiefs, and 
they lived sixty miles from each other One time as | 
was in the village of one of them, | heard them 
discussing a particular problem with the other chief, 
and it was decided by the village chief that the next 
Sunday morning he was going to set the other fellow 
on fire. | wanted to see this phenomenon, and | got a 
horse and went across the country to the other village 
to be there on Sunday morning. 


Every Sunday the chiefs go out and round up their 
cattle and herds, look over their flocks, count them, and 
see how they’re doing. It’s a sort of Sunday exercise. | 
rode along. We had not ridden for more than an hour 
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when | observed this fellow was becoming very hot. 
Within half an hour, he was absolutely purple. 


After awhile he began to complain of terrible pain, 
and finally he became exhausted, got down and lay on 
the ground in a state of total exhaustion. | believe the 
man would have died. | had heard about these sorts of 
things, but this was taking place under my own eyes. 


| saw that unless the man got deliverancehe would 
die. When it got to that point, | said to the other 
Christians who were with me, “It’s time that we 
prayed.” | stepped over and laid my hands on the chief 
and called on God to destroy that damning psychic 
power that was destroying the fellow— and God 
shattered it and the man lived. 


| talked to the C onference about this matter. | said, 
“It is a strange thing to me that after all the years of 
missions in this land your hands are tied on account of 
witch doctors. Why don’t you go out and cast the devil 
out of those fellows and get the people delivered from 
their power?” 


But they weretoo fearful, and all they did was accuse 
us of casting out demons by Beelzebub, the same way 
the Pharisees accused J esus (M atthew 12:24). “Cast the 
devil out?” their leader said, “H e[G od] will cast thedevil 
out of you!” 


The secret of our work, the reason G od gave us one 
hundred thousand people, the reason we have twelve 
hundred native preachers in our work in South A fricais 
because of the fact we believed the Word of God that, 
“H ewhoisin you isgreater than he who isin the world” 
(1 John 4:4). 


Wenot only went to find the witch doctors, but also 
challenged them separately and together and by the 
power of God delivered the people from their power. 
W hen they were delivered, the people appreciated their 
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deliverance from theslavery in which they had been held 
through their superstitions and spirit control. 


God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power 
and of love and of a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7). 


Whenever | got in the presence of one of these 
fellows and wanted to cast out the devil, | always felt | 
wanted to look into his eyes. The eyes of aman are the 
windows of his soul. In teaching a class of children, | 
asked them what the eyes were for. O nelittle chap said, 
“Y our eyes are for you to look out of.” 


Do you get it? It is not a poetic expression; they are 
the windows through which you look out. It is 
wonderful the things you see when you look out. 
Sometimes you see fear and the spirit of darkness and 
you see other life. M arvelous things that you see with 
your inner eyes. The world laughs at Christian people 
because they sometimes talk about seeing by the Spirit, 
but it’s now a natural way for us to see. 


God anoints your soul. God anoints your life. God 
comes to dwell in your person. God comesto make you 
a master over every spiritual power that is not of the 
H oly Spirit. That is the purpose of H is indwelling ina 
Christian. The real children of God are to be masters 
over every other power of darkness in the world. It is to 
be subject to them. They are God's representatives in 
theworld. TheH oly Spiritin theC hristian is as powerful 
as theH oly Spirit wasin Jesus C hrist. | ndeed, J esus goes 
to such an extreme that H e declares: 


“M ost assuredly, | say to you, he who believes in 
Me, the works that | do he will do also; and greater 
worksthan these he will do, because! goto M y Father” 
(John 14:12). 


This indicates that the mighty H oly Spirit from 
heaven in the lives of the Christian was to be more 
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powerful in you and in meafter J esus got to heaven and 
ministered H im to our souls than H e was in J esus. 


Beloved, who has the faith to believe it? Who has 
faith to exerciseit? We cannot exercise anything beyond 
what we believeto be possible. Listen: G od hasnot given 
usa spirit of fear. 


Fear of the devil is nonsense. Fear of demons is 
foolish. The Spirit of God anointing the Christian 
heart makes the soul impregnable to the powers of 
darkness. H ow | loveto teach that when theL ord J esus 
Christ anoints your soul and baptizes you in theH oly 
Ghost, the almightiness of the eternal G od the Father 
by the Spirit and J esus C hrist combined has come into 
your soul. 


One of the thirty-six articles of the Church of 
England says, “TheH oly Spirit who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son.” There is no truer thing in all the 
world. Do you get it— “who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son”? 


In the fourth and fifth chapters of Revelation, you 
see the distinctive personalities of God the Father and 
Jesus Christ. G od the Father occupies the throne and is 
holding the seven- sealed book in H ishand. J esus C hrist, 
the silent Lamb, without an attendant, not an angel to 
accompany H im, absolutely alone, in lonesomeness as 
the slain Lamb, presents H imself to the Father. When 
H e does, the Father hands H im the seven-sealed scroll 
as the only O ne who has prevailed and so has the right 
“to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals” 
(Revelation 5:5). 


What | want to bring to you is that the Spirit of 
God, the divine master, the eternal power of God, the 
combined lifeand presence by the Spirit, of the Father 
and the Son, is given to you. Not to leave you a 
weakling and subject to all kinds of powers of 
darkness, but to make you a master, to give you 
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dominion in God over every devilish force that ever 
was. God hasnot given usa spirit of fear, but of power 
and of love and of a sound mind. 


The Spirit of Power is the H oly Spirit. N ot only a 
Spirit of power, but of love and of asound mind—not 
craziness and insanity, but asound mind by which you 
can look in the face of the devil and laugh. 


O nce! was called to come to pray for ablacksmith 
at Johannesburg, South A frica. He was in delirium 
tremens. When | got to the house, they had him locked 
in aroom and the windows barred. T he wife said, “Mr. 
Lake, you are not going into that room?” 


| said, “Yes, | would like to.” 


“But, Brother, you do not understand. My sons are 
all more powerful than you are and four of them tried to 
overpower him and could not do it. He nearly killed 
them.” 


| said, “D ear sister, | have the secret of power that | 
believe matches this case.” 


He who isin you is greater than he who is in the 
world (1John 4:4). 


“Sister, you just give methe key, and go about your 
work, and do not be troubled.” | unlocked the door, 
slipped into the room, locked the door, and put the key 
in my pocket. The man was reclining in acrouch likea 
lion ready to spring. | never heard lips blaspheme as his 
did. H e cursed using every expression | ever heard and 
worse. H ethreatened methat if | camenear him hewould 
tear me limb from limb and throw me out the window. 
H ewas as big as two of me. | never saw such an arm in 
my life 


| began to talk to him. | had the confidence that “H e 
who isin you is greater than he who is in the world.” | 
engaged him in conversation until the H oly Spirit in me 
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got hold of that devil or alegion as the case might be. | 
approached the bed step-by-step, sometimes only three 
inches, and in half an hour, | got up close enough where 
| could reach his hand. H ewasstill reclining in aposture 
likealion. |! caught his hand and turned his wrists. | was 
not practicing any athletic tricks, but | unconsciously 
turned his wrists over, and as| did it brought my eyes 
down near his, and all at once! seemed to come awake 
and be aware of who | was really seeing inside the man. 


| could see the devil in that man begin to crawl. He 
was trying to get away. God Almighty can look out of 
your eyes, and no demon that exists could look in the 
eyes of Jesus without crawling. The lightnings of God 
were there, 


My spirit awoke, and | could see the devil in him 
was in terror and was crawling and trying to get back 
away from my eyes as far as it could. | looked up to 
heaven and called on G od to cast that devil out and loaned 
Jesus Christ all the force of my nature, all the power of 
my spirit, all the power of my mind, and all the power 
of my body. God had me from thecrown of my head to 
the soles of my feet. 


The lightnings of God went through me, and the 
next thing! knew theman collapsed in aheap and flopped 
down likea big fish. Then he rolled off the bed onto his 
knees and began to weep and pray, because the devil was 
gone from him and he had become human again. 


Dear heart, don’t you see in a moment that this 
character of education develops a certain confidence in 
God, and it makes your soul sick when you seeC hristian 
men and women sneak around afraid of demons and 
teaching people that some demon is going to jump on 
you and take possession of you. N ot a bit of it! There 
never was a demon in the world that ever went through 
the blood of Jesus, if the individual was in Christ. 


In the Jewish Bible, among the listings of the 
covenants, is one that is known as the Threshold 
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Covenant. T hat was the covenant by which thel sraelites 
went out of the land of Egypt. When God told them to 
slay alamb and put the blood on thedoorposts and lintel 
(Exodus 12:7, 22-23). The Jewish Bible adds that they 
also put the blood on the threshold. 


A lot of people get the blood of J esus on their head, 
but it seems to me they do not get it under their feet. 
TheWord of G od teaches us to get the blood under your 
feet and on therright hand and on the left hand and over 
your head. That is your protection. There was no angel 
of death in the land of Egypt that could go through that 
blood unto that family. N o sir! H ewas absolutely barred. 


Friends, do you believeit was the blood of theL amb 
that was barring the angel of death? Do you believe the 
red stains on thedoors frightened him away? N o sir, the 
blood signified to me that thereis one that goes through 
the blood; that is the H oly Ghost. And beloved, the 
eternal God, by the Spirit, went through the blood to 
the inside and stayed there and defended the house. 


... theonewho isin you is greater than the one who 
isin the world (1John 4:4NIV). 


All these little insignificant demons that come along 
in this sickness or that sickness or that temptation of sin 
haveno power over you. D ear friends, from heaven there 
comes to your heart and mine that dominion of J esus by 
which the God-anointed soul walks through them, 
through myriads of demons, and they cannot touch you. 


| wasin Pretoria, South A frica, visiting with afriend 
and trying to keep out of the hot sun to meditate and 
pray. AS| meditated and prayed, | seemed to be lifted 
up in the Spirit until | wasa mile or more above the city 
and could see the city like you would from an airplane. 
When | got up there, | made a discovery. There were 
myriads of spirits of darkness and myriads of spirits of 
light in the most awful conflict | ever saw. N aturally, 
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you think of aweapon when you see a fight. | thought, 
If only | had aweapon | would get into that fight 


Presently, the Spirit of G od got hold of me, and when 
these demons came at me from all sides, | waded into 
them and began to knock them down. It continued until 
| had knocked so many down | had to climb over them 
to get at the rest. 


When the vision lifted | prayed, “D ear Lord, what 
does it mean?” 


The Spirit of the Lord said to me, “This battle that 
you have seen in the upper air will exist among your 
own people on the earth in six months. This lesson is to 
teach you that there is a dominion in Jesus Christ, and 
‘H ewho isin you is greater than he who isin the world.” 


Friends, it is time you and | as the blood-washed in 
Jesus awoketo our privilege whereby in thenameof the 
Lord we cease to sin and let no unholy condemnation 
remain upon our life any longer. 


| do not know, but maybe! have come through a 
different school from what others have in the lines of 
the Spirit, but | am sure of onething, that if C hristianity 
was to leave mea weakling to beoppressed by the power 
of darkness! would seek something else becauseit would 
not meet the need. It is that which meets the need that 
gives you divinesupremacy in] esusC hrist. Friend, when 
your heart is surcharged by that faith in God so that 
“H ewho isin you is greater than hewho isin theworld,” 
you will pray anew prayer. 


Moses came to the Red Sea with impassable 
mountains on the right hand and impassable mountains 
on the left hand, the army of Pharaoh behind him, and 
the seain front of him. If anyonehad aright to stop and 
pray, surely you might say that M oses had. 


O ver and over and over again, when we get to the 
real ditch, we try to jump the thing and put the 
responsibility back on God. Just watch G od make areal 
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man. When M oses got his prayer nicely started, God 
rebuked him and said, 


And the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to 
M e? Tell the children of | srael to go forward. But lift up 
your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea and 
divideit. And the children of | srael shall go on dry ground 
through the midst of the sea (Exodus 14:15-16). 


| want you to get this. God did not say, “Moses, 
you stretch out your hand and | will divide the sea.” H e 
said, “Stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it. 
You have faith in Me, you stretch out your hand and 
divide the sea.” 


Jesus said practically thesamething to H is disciples: 


And when H ehad called H istwelvedisciplesto H im, 
H egave them power over unclean spirits, to cast them 
out, and to heal all kindsof sicknessand all kindsof disease 
(M atthew 10:1). [See also Luke 9:1-6] 


Beloved, H egivesit to you. WhatistheH oly Spirit? 
It is the gift of God H imself to you. TheH oly Spirit is 
not simply given that you may be achannel and always 
a channel. Absolutely not! The most magnificent thing 
the Word of God portrays is that Christ indwelling in 
you by theH oly Spirit is to make you ason of God like 
Jesus Christ— God-anointed from heaven, with the 
recognized power of God in your spirit to command 
the will of God. 


It may not bethat all souls have grown to that place 
wheresuch alifeas that is evident. But if theSon of God 
by theH oly Ghost has been born in our hearts, it istime 
we began to let Him have some degree of sway in our 
hearts, and some degree of heavenly dominion that has 
value, and some degree of the lightnings— the flashing 
streaks of power—of Jesus Christ breaking forth from 
our spirits. 
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That is what the Word of God speaks to my soul. 
That is why my spirit rejoices in this blessed Word. 


God has not given usa spirit of fear, but of power 
and of love and of a sound mind. (2 Timothy 1:7) 


The sanest person is the person that believes G od 
and boldly and courageously stands on H is promises. 
That is aperson who knows the secret of H is power, 
receives the H oly Spirit, gives Him sway in his life, 
and goes out in the name of the Lord Jesus to 
command the will of God and bring it to pass in the 
world. Unafraid of anything the devil and all his 
demon forces may bring on. - John G.Lake 
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“Do not be afraid of their faces, For | am with you to 
deliver you,” saysthe LO RD (Jeremiah 1:8). 


“It’s not the critic who counts; not the person who points 
out how the strong person stumbled, or where the doer of 
deeds could have done better. The credit belongs to those 
who are actually in the arena; whose faces are marred by 
dust and sweat and blood; who strive valiantly; who err 
and come short again and again; who know the great 
enthusiasms, the great devotions, and spend themselves in 
a worthy cause; who at the best know in the end the 
triumph of high achievement; and who at worst, if they 
fail, at least fail while daring greatly; so that their place 
shall never be with those cold and timid souls who know 
neither victory nor defeat.” (Theodore Roosevelt) 


Failure isthe cost of learning to do something right— it is 
the key to success. 


hereare millions of Christians who aredoing absolutely 
nothing to get more of God. Then there are those who 
are studying and praying and forging forward through 
many spiritual struggles to get the power of God for 
themselves, for their church, for thesick and theoppressed, 
and for theglory of God and Christ. Though they may not 
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yet have succeeded in obtaining the full power of theH oly 
Spirit, which of the two groups are the true failures? 


As my grandfather used to say, “It doesn’t matter 
how many times you get knocked down, it only matters 
how many times you get back up. Those who win may 
have been counted out many times, but they didn’t hear 
the referee.” 


Christianity needs the Rocky Balboas who will struggle 
to their feet every timethey get knocked down, and though 
battered, bruised, and bloody, get back into the fight until 
they win. Christ isin our corner and theH oly Spirit is our 
trainer—in the end, we cannot fail. N ot unless we decide 
the battle is too difficult and lay down and quit. You are 
never a failure until you decide to be one. 


Fear of Failing 


O neof the things that hampers those who would minister 
healing almost more than anything else is fear of failing, 
being afraid that when they pray for someone to be healed 
nothing will happen, and so they'll look foolish—or even 
stupid—to everyone watching them. Those who say that 
such a thing has never happened to them are kidding 
themselves. It is a universal problem, and a fear you need 
to rid yourself of before you can minister effectively. 


F ear of failing is the reason that so many who pray for 
people to be healed put the responsibility for the healing 
upon thesick person. If the person isn’t healed, itisn’t their 
fault, not a failure of their faith; it’s the fault of the person 
for whom they prayed, the person who came to them for 
prayer. They admonish the unhealed ones to “Just keep 
believing, brother—just keep believing, sister,” and walk 
heartlessly away, leaving thesick to struggle with their faith, 
even try to get out of wheelchairs or off stretchers to “put 
their faith into action.” 
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It's shameful for anyone who takes it upon themselves 
to minister healing to literally tell peoplewho cometo them 
for prayer that G od did not heal them because in their sick 
and oppressed conditions, they did not have enough faith. 
Thus, they save face by putting theresponsibility upon the 
sick and upon God. It should not beso. 


John G. Lake never blamed the sick if they were not 
healed. H e believed that all the faith required of the sick 
was that they ask for prayer and submit to the laying on of 
hands. T hat’s all the faith J esus required of them, that’s all 
the faith weshould require. |tisthen thefaith of the person 
or persons praying that heal the sick. This is in keeping 
with James 5:15— “And the prayer of faith will save the 
sick, and the Lord will raise him up.” It is for that reason 
and others that L ake encouraged those who weren't healed 
instantly to continue coming back for more ministry and 
prayer until they were healed. 


Lake on John Wesley and O Id Dan 


John Wesley, the founder of the M ethodist church, 
records two hundred and forty cases of healing as having 
taken place in his lifetime under his own personal 
ministry. It included his horse, D an. 


Dan becameso lame onetime during oneof Wesley's 
preaching trips that he was not able to carry Wesley 
further. So, Wesley got down and prayed by theroadside, 
and God instantly healed the horse. 


I'll guarantee that old Dan did not have any faith. 
N obody asked D an to exercise faith for his healing. The 
person who knows God is the one to have faith in God. 
People say to us these days, “If you have perfect faith, 
come to meand | will pray and you will be healed.” 


Say, brothers and sisters, if you have perfect faith 
you won’t need anyone to pray. It is because you do 
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not have perfect faith that Jesus, knowing the 
imperfection of ahuman being’s faith, made provision 
for a ministry of divine assistance. “If two of you 
agree...” (Matthew 18:19). 


Why, if | could get along alone, | would never have 
to have anybody assist me. “I f two of you agree ..”—so 
my wifeand! agree. Weagreein God that this is the will 
of God and by thegrace of God weare going to believe 
Him, so H is will is manifested and it is done. 


| agree with the elder or the pastor who comes to 
minister to methrough the prayer of faith. | agree in my 
spirit with G od and with theperson who layshands upon 
me. If | had perfect faith, | would not need any help. 


It is because! am sick, it is because! am down, that 
| need help from God. And God, knowing all our needs, 
has made arrangement that you and | shall have the 
blessing that isnecessary and the privilege of the faith of 
others to lift us out of our darkness and sin. - John G. 
Lake 


Fear of People 


When God called Jeremiah, he did not want to go. H esaid 
it was becausehe was too young and that hecould not speak. 
But God knew his real problem— it was fear of people, and 
so H etold Jeremiah, “Do not be afraid of their faces, For | 
am with you to deliver you,” says the LORD” (Jeremiah 
1:8). 


M y wife, Beverlee, and | had only been Christians for 
about two years, but the Lord was already progressively 
healing her crippling rheumatoid arthritis—the lupus she 
had was already gone—and in twenty minutes one day | 
was healed of aslipped disk that | had for over ten years. 
We were also beginning to teach in homes, and we were 
having some success in healing our children of fevers, 
infections, and pains. 
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At the time, | worked for a publishing firm, and one 
of thelong-time executives there— we'll call him A aron— 
was an agnostic, a science buff, an avid believer in 
evolution, the most intelligent person | had met to that 
time, a Jew, and an avid tennis player. We occasionally 
went out to lunch together. 


Late one morning | went into his office to talk to him, 
and he was flexing his arm and rubbing his right elbow. | 
asked him what was wrong. “I played acouple of hours of 
tennislast night, and when! got up this morning my elbow 
was screaming with pain. For about two months|'ve been 
getting it almost every time! play.” 


We discussed the possibility of “tennis elbow,” and he 
said he was positive that’s what it was—and a doctor he 
went to said the same thing, and he might have to give up 
tennis, or cut it way back. 


All the time we talked | was fighting the worst battle 
inside that I’ve ever fought. | was certain that if | prayed 
for his elbow the pain would go away, but at the same time 
| was filled with almost aliving fear of asking him if | could 
pray for him in thename of Jesus C hrist— both because of 
what he might say, and because what if | failed? The fear 
won and | left his office without saying anything about it. 


The battle raged within me all afternoon. | knew 
without any doubt that if! prayed for A aron thepain would 
leave, but the fear of going into his office and asking this 
highly intelligent, agnostic, Jew if | could pray for the 
healing of his elbow in the name of Jesus Christ was so 
strong within me that | could not get through it. And in 
the midst of my certainty that he would be healed, there 
was fear that he would not be—and what a fool | would 
look like. 


Over and over | pictured myself going into his office, 
closing the door, and saying, “Aaron, ...” and that was as 
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far as! could get even within my mind. | finally convinced 
myself that | would pray all evening that his pain would 
leave, and would pray that in themorning! would havethe 
boldness and courage to talk to him about praying for his 
elbow. And so the afternoon ended and weall went home. 


When | got to work the next morning, Aaron was 
already there. | waited about an hour and then went to see 
him. When | walked into his office, he smiled and flexed 
his arm three or four times. “Look at this,” he said. “My 
arms fine. | got up this morning and there was no pain, 
noneat all.” 


After saying somethings that | cannot now remember, 
| went back to my desk. | was stunned, chagrined, 
humiliated— because inside of me! could literally hear the 
Lord telling me that he had healed A aron in answer to my 
prayers, but that H ehad not received theglory, and A aron 
had not seen the power of thename of Jesus C hrist, because 
| had been afraid of A aron’s face, afraid of failing. 


That was over thirty years ago, and only God knows 
how many times! ’vethought of that incident and with deep 
regret wondered about what might havebeen if only | could 
have overcome my fears. 


Did | get over this “fear of faces?” Yes, slowly ... with 
lots of study, prayer, and fasting. 


When You Fail 


Every person who prays for people to be healed will have 
more failures than successes. T hat’s just the way it’s been in 
every healing ministry since the days of Jesus. It doesn’t 
matter whose ministry it was—John G. Lake, Smith 
Wigglesworth, M ariaWoodworth Etter, A lexander D owie, 
K athryn K uhIman, C harles Price, or dozens of others, there 
werealways more failures than successes. | f you don’t have 
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alot of failures, it only means you're not praying for alot 
of people. But each failure can be a success if you learn 
from it—and everything you learn will increasingly help 
you to get more people healed, so your failure rate will 
keep going down. 


Even though you will have failures, you must approach 
each person as if they are going to be healed instantly—the 
more you do, the more often they will be. If praying for 
something like pain, never look at how much pain is still 
there, look at how much pain is gone, and tell the person 
for whom you pray to do the same. In other words, even 
though you will have failures, alwayslook for every degree 
of success, and build on that. 


When you have failures, you will be disappointed, 
naturally. But never allow yourself to be discouraged. 
Disappointment and discouragement are two different 
states of mind. Disappointment can be a stimulus to 
improvement that will result in success. D iscouragement, 
however, is a mortal enemy that destroys courage and 
initiative and will rob you of the will to continue to fight 
for the healing of the sick and oppressed. 


Failures do not cause discouragement; your reaction 
to the failures causes it. So, don’t givein to it. You cannot 
escape disappointments, you’ll havethem many times, it’s 
simply a part of life, and especially a part of ministering 
to others when you so much want to help them and see 
them well. 


No matter how many times you are disappointed, 
however, you cannot resign yourself to discouragement, 
or you will increase your failures and not decrease them. 
Look at each failure as something that you can learn from, 
that will give you new knowledge, and that will enable you 
to better help the next person you pray for. The choice is 
yours to make— each time. 
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You must, at the same time, help those who are not 
healed when you pray for them—help them to not be 
discouraged. They will naturally be disappointed, often 
highly disappointed, but there is always hope. So, encourage 
them to be prayed for again and again until their healing 
comes. It may be they have things to settle with the L ord, 
or many things to learn themselves, or need not necessarily 
to have their faith increased, but their unbelief decreased. 


Whatever the reason, you must be prepared to continue 
helping those who are not instantly healed— or not healed 
at all. You must not abandon them to disappoint and 
discouragement. G od has something spiritual for them even 
if they are not physically healed. If they have not found it 
themselves, you must help them to find what it is. 


Prayed for 1,000 People 


At ahealing school that Beverlee and | attended, we heard 
a woman who ministers with her husband tell about the 
first person she ever laid hands on and prayed for healing. 
“H edied within aweek,” shesaid. “| was shocked. | thought 
| had killed him.” 


“But that didn’t stop me,” she said. “O nce! realized 
that there was healing in the Bible and J esus said we could 
heal peoplein H is name, | laid hands on every sick person 
that came within reach of my arms. | prayed for peoplein 
airports, in stores, in bathrooms, everyplace | could find 
someone who was sick. | was determined that people were 
going to start getting healed when | prayed for them, 
because J esus said that’s what would happen. 


“| laid hands on people and laid hands on them and 
laid hands on them, and nobody got healed. So | would go 
back and read my Bibleagain, read everything it said about 
healing, and then | would read the stories of people like 
John G. Lake and Smith Wigglesworth and Maria 
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Woodworth Etter and K athryn Kuhlman and! would lay 
hands on even more people if | could find them. 


“| probably laid hands on athousand peoplebeforethe 
first one got healed. A nd that first person was aman dying 
of cancer.” 


You Can Makea Difference 


Remember the story of the wise man walking along the 
seashore? T herewas a strong wind and the waves were high 
and washing starfish onto thesand.|n thedistance, the man 
could see a little girl picking up the starfish and throwing 
them back into the ocean. H e smiled graciously as he got 
closer to her and said, “Little girl, what are you doing? 


“I’m saving the starfish,” she said. 


H elaughed, amused at her childish way, and said, “W hy, 
little girl, you can’t possibly saveall thosestarfish, the waves 
are too strong. What you’re trying to do just won’t make 
any difference.” 


The little girl looked at the wise man for amoment, as 
if thinking about what he said, and then picked up another 
starfish and threw it as far as she could into the water. 
Turning back to the wise man, she said in her childish way, 
“It makes a difference to that one.” 


Don’t Be Afraid to Fail— Be A fraid to Try 


Sometimes things in life are so tough and so uncertain that 
all you can do is pull the trigger and ride the bullet. 
Sometimes it will hit its mark, sometimes it will not. But 
no one becomes an expert at anything if they never try— 
and the worsereason for never trying is being afraid to fail. 
Don’t belikeso many who do nothing, and yet think they 
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would beasuccess if they did. AsA esop said, “It is easy to 
be brave from a safe distance.” 


Somewhere out thereis aperson who will liveout their 
life sick and oppressed, or never get a chance to live out 
their life at all, if you givein to failure, if you quit trying, if 
you allow disappointment to become discouragement and 
defeat you. There is a meeting place in God's timing, a 
synchronicity in your lifeand the life of aperson who needs 
your help—will you be there and be ready? 


Two scriptures that God gave to others to help them, 
and that the H oly Spirit gives to us. 


G od hasnot given usa spirit of fear, but of power 
and of loveand of a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7). 


“Do not be afraid of their faces, For | am with 
you to deliver you,” saystheLO RD (Jeremiah 1:8). 
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And H esaid to them, “Which of you shall havea friend, 
and go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend 
me three loaves; ‘for a friend of mine has come to me on 
hisjourney, and! have nothing to set before him’; and he 
will answer from within and say, ‘Do not trouble me; the 
door isnow shut, and my children are with mein bed; | 
cannot rise and give to you’? “I say to you, though he will 
not rise and give to him because he ishisfriend, yet 
because of his persistence he will rise and give him as 
many ashe needs (Luke 11: 5-8). 


N ow H ewas telling them a parable to show that at all 
times they ought to pray and not to lose heart, ... 
(Luke 18:1, N ASB). 


was so hungry for the power of God it was all | could 
think about... would cry out to God for it as! went 
about my day ... moreand more! wanted to be separated 
from the world and beholy and righteous... | didn’t care 
what that holy power would cost me... | would pay the 
last penny ... nor did! carehow many times! failed... | 
would get up, dust myself off, and try again... | was 
determined beyond anything earthly to get H oly Spirit 
power likeJesus and the A postles had ... or die trying.” 
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Doesn't that summarize the spirit, soul, and body 
attitude of John G. Lake, and his journey to spiritual 
power? It started with a desperate hunger, and all the 
attending things that developed from it, and continued 
into a determination to succeed that not all the natural 
laws of the universe, or all the forces of Satan himself, 
could hold back. 


Indeed, that attitude of spirit, soul, and body applied 
to anything of earth or heaven will always succeed in 
obtaining its goal. It’s a universal principle that cannot be 
denied. You can have anything of heaven or earth if you 
are determined enough, and are willing to pay the price 
and become and do whatever is necessary to obtain it. 


The Son of God wanted the gift of eternal life for all 
those the Father gave H im from the beginning to the end 
of time (John 17:2). H ewas told the cost, what H emust be 
and do, the price H e must pay, and H ewalked the road of 
our redemption and paid the price for you and me (Acts 
20:28, 1 Peter 1:18-19). 


What if H e had said H e didn’t care enough, the cost 
was too high, the journey too long and difficult— fraught 
with dangers, devils, failures, and pain? W here would you 
and | and millions of others be today? Still sitting in 
darkness, without hope and without God in the world— 
under the power and oppression of the forces of evil. 


And if the apostles and the comparative handful of 
early Christians had not listened to J esus, believed in H im, 
and believed Him when He told them that they would 
receive theH oly Spirit as their Comforter and G uide, and 
believed that H eH imself would always be with them in 
all their spiritual journeys, we would still bein the same 
lost conditions. 


Consider, then, what would have happened—or not 
happened—to the hundreds- of-thousands of the sick and 
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oppressed in South Africa, Spokane, Washington, and 
Portland, Oregon, if John G. Lake had not taken his 
spiritual journey. H ad not walked the road to spiritual 
power with all its dangers and difficulties. H ad not looked 
at the lives of Jesus and the apostles, at the lives of those 
like D orothea Trudel and A lexander D owieand unknown 
numbers of others down through thegrand healing history 
of the Church, and said to himself, “I can have the same 
spiritual power that they had, and in the name of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of the living God, | shall have it.” 


N ow consider yourself. 


You arehungry for the spiritual power to heal the sick 
and the oppressed, you now know what is required of you, 
and you are willing to be and do whatever is necessary to 
obtain it. So theonly question that reminds is whether you 
have the inner discipline and determination that you will 
need to sustain you for whatever length of time it takes. 


Look, the discipline and determination that it takes to 
win a medal in the Olympics is the same discipline and 
determination that it takes to be a winner in the kingdom 
of God. The only difference is that for the Olympics the 
discipline and determination arefocused upon thephysical, 
and for the kingdom of God, the discipline and 
determination are focused upon the spiritual. But it’s the 
same principle for both. It’s just as plain as that, there's 
nothing mysterious or mystical about it. 


But even as out of the hundreds-of-thousands of 
athletes there are only afew who makeit to the O lympic 
winner's circle, so there are only afew out of the millions 
of Christians who makeit to the kingdom of God winner's 
circle. And although there are differences in natural ability, 
it’s discipline and determination that make the biggest 
difference between winning and losing. Somehaveit, some 
don’t. Some will, some won't. Asit is for natural matters, 
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so it is for spiritual matters. Even the apostle Paul 
compared the Christian life to running a race, and to 
winning and losing. 


Do you not know that those who run in a race 
all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a 
way that you may obtain it (1 Corinthians 9:24). 


And hespoke of himself as both having fought a good 
fight and run agood race. 


| have fought the good fight, | have finished 
the race, | have kept the faith (2 Timothy 4:7). 


So it’s easy to understand, easy to plainly see, that after 
all the reading, studying, and learning there is a fight to 
be fought and a race to be run in order to obtain the 
spiritual power that is needed to heal the sick and 
oppressed— and that the fight and the race demand 
discipline and determination to win. It is also clear from 
all that you have read in this book and the several others 
that you have read, that even after you have obtained 
spiritual power like John G. Lake and others had, there 
will be times when the only things that will a difference 
between success and failure, even life and death, will be 
your discipline and your determination. 


Lake on L etwaba’s D etermination 


One day | sat talking to Tom Seymour in Los 
Angeles. | told him about the following incident in the 
life of Elias Letwaba, one of our native preachers in 
South A frica. 


| went to L etwaba’s house one day in the country, 
and his wife said, “H eisnot home. A little baby is hurt, 
and heis praying for it.” 
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So, | went over to the native hut where he was, got 
down on my knees, and crawled inside. | saw L etwaba 
kneeling in acorner by achild.| said, “L etwaba, itisme 
W hat is the matter with the child?” 


H etold me the mother had been carrying it on her 
back in a blanket, as natives carry their children, and it 
fell out. H esaid, “I think it hurt its neck.” 


| examined the baby and saw that its neck was 
broken. It would turn from side to side like the neck of 
a doll. “Why, L etwaba, the baby’s neck is broken!” 


| did not have faith for abroken neck, but Letwaba 
did not know the difference. | saw that he did not 
understand. H ediscerned thespirit of doubt in my soul, 
and | said to myself, | am not going to interfere with his 
faith. H ewill just feel the doubt generated by all the old 
traditional things! have learned, so | will go outside. 


| went to another hut and kept on praying. | lay 
down at 1am. At 3 o'clock, Letwaba came in. 


| said, “Well, Letwaba, how about the baby?” 


H elooked at me, so lovingly and sweetly, and said, 
“Why, brother, thebaby isall well! Jesus do heal the baby.” 


| said, “The baby is well! Letwaba, take me to the 
baby at once.” 


So, we went to the baby. | took the little thing on 
my arm and came out of the hut praying: “Lord, take 
every cursed thing out of my soul that keeps me from 
believing the Lord J esus Christ.” 


As| related theincident to M r. Seymour, he shouted, 
“Praise God, brother! That is not healing—it is life!” 


In 1913, | was in Chicago in a big meeting, when | 
received a telegram from the hospital in D etroit, saying, 
“Your son Otto is sick with typhoid fever. If you want 
to see him, come.” 


TAT 
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| rushed for a train, and when | arrived, | found 
him in award. | told the man in charge! would likea 
private room for him, so | could get a chance to pray 
for him. Well, God smote that thing in five minutes. | 
stayed with him for a couple of days until he was up 
and walking around. 


H ewent along for four or five weeks, and one day 
to my surprise! got another telegram, telling me he had 
a relapse of typhoid. So, | went back. This time there 
was no sunburst of God like the first time. Everything 
was as cold as steel, and my, | was so conscious of the 
power of the devil. 


| could not pray audibly, but | sat down by his bed 
and shut my teeth, and! said in my soul, N ow, Mr. Devil, 
go to it. You kill himif you can. And | sat there five days 
and nights. H e did not get healing the second time 
instantly. It was healing by process— because of the fact 
that my soul took hold on God. | sat with my teeth shut, 
and | never left his bedside until it was done. 


You may be healed like a sunburst of God today 
and tomorrow. Thenext week or month when you want 
healing, you may have to take it on the slow process. It 
will be the same for those to whom you minister. The 
action of God is not always the same, because the 
conditions are not always the same. H old fast; be 
determined to succeed. 


In this land, after our forefathers had signed the 
Declaration of Independence they pledged, “O ur lives, 
our fortunes, and our sacred honor,” then they went out 
and gave themselves to eight years of war in order to 
make it good. 


When people make a declaration on principles, it is 
going to cost them something and it often costs them a 
great deal. A fter awhilethe men in theold Revolutionary 
Army got where they did not have shoes on their feet, 
but in the depth of winter they tied straw and rags on 
their feet. They had stood by principles, they had lived 
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by principles, they were ready to die by principles, and 
the British tracked them by the blood markson thesnow. 


So Jesus C hrist, in enlisting an army, put them under 
akindred pledge with H imself. H epledged Christians on 
thesame plane with H imself. J ust as far as the L ord went, 
they went “even to the point of death” (Philippians 2:8). 


The real purpose of becoming a Christian is not to 
save y ourself from hell or to be saved to go to heaven. It 
is to become a child of God with the character of J esus 
Christ, to stand before men pledged unto the uttermost 
“even to the point of death” by refusing to sin, refusing 
to bow your head in shame, by refusing to give up. 
Preferring to dierather than dishonor the Son of God. 


|f the character of J esus C hrist has entered into you 
and into me, then it has made us like the Christ. It has 
made uslikeH im in purpose. It has madeuslikeH imin 
fact. Bless G od! H is Spirit is imparted to us. Bless God 
for that same unquenchable fidelity, that same strength 
and determination that characterized the Son of God. 


There is a union between Christ and the Christian 
that is so deep, so pure, so sweet, so real that the very 
conditions of the human spirit are transmitted to H is, 
and the conditions of the Christ’s Spirit are transmitted 
to ours. It is because of the continuous inflow of the 
Spirit of Christ in our heart that we appreciate or realize 
His power and triumph. It lifts us above our 
surroundings and causes us to triumph anywhere and 
everywhere (Romans 8:37) 


The Christian life is designed by God to bealife of 
splendid, holy triumph. That triumph is produced in us 
through the continuous inflow and abiding presence of 
the Spirit of the triumphant Christ. H e brings into our 
nature the triumph that H e enjoys. Indeed the mature 
Christian, having entered into that consciousness of 
overcoming through the Spirit of C hrist, is privileged to 
transmit that same overcoming power and spirit to other 
lives, in and through the power of the Spirit of God. 
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That is why Christians who are joined with Christ 
live, move, and havetheir beingin thesamelifeand Spirit 
and aretherefore reproductions of theL ord J esusC hrist. 
(Romans 17:28). 


During one of the periods of extreme necessity in 
our great work in South Africa, our finances were 
virtually reduced to nothing because of awful attacks 
upon us that affected our contributions from the U nited 
States. We had one hundred and twenty-five men plus 
women and children in the field, and | was anxious that 
there should be no letting down of the work we were 
then doing. | was praying that it would not benecessary 
to withdraw our workers who had labored and suffered 
to get the work established on the frontier. 


N ot being ableto supply funds to those in the field, 
however, | deemed it the only wise thing to do to get 
them all together in a general conference, let them know 
what our conditions were, and let them decide what was 
to be our future action. By selling everything we could 
sell but barenecessities, we succeeded in bringingin those 
onehundred and twenty-five missionaries from thefield 
for acouncil.| told them the existing conditions, and we 
sat down in the nighttime to decide what would be our 
future policy. 


After atime, | was invited by the men to leave the 
room whilethey talked among themselves. A fter awhile 
they called me back in and said to me, “Brother Lake, 
we have arrived at a decision.” 


Old father Van der Wall spoke for the company. 
H esaid, “Wehave reached this conclusion. There is to 
beno withdrawal of anyonefrom any position. We feel 
that the time has come when your soul ought to be 
relieved of responsibility for us. We feel we have 
weighted your lifelong enough, but now, by the grace 
of God, wereturn to our stations to carry on our work. 
Weliveor die depending on God. Weare going back if 
our wives die. Weare going back if our families die. We 
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are going back if we die ourselves. If we survive, we 
survive; but we are going back to our stations. This 
work will never bewithdrawn. We have but onerequest: 
if wedie, wewant you to comeand bury us. N ow serve 
the communion of the Lord’s Supper to us once more 
while we stand together.” 


As| took the cup, they arose and stood in a large 
circle. | took the bread and passed it. |t went from hand 
to hand around the circle. When it cametimeto pass the 
wine, | took the cup in my hand, and with the usual 
statement that J esus gave in the committal of H imself to 
God, “My blood in the N ew Testament.” | passed it on 
and the next one, looking up to God, said also, “My 
blood in the N ew Testament.” And so it passed from 
hand to hand clear around the circle 


Within a year, | buried twelve men and sixteen 
women and children. E very oneof them might havelived 
if we could have supplied the ordinary essential things 
they ought to have received. But beloved, we had made 
our pledge to G od. Wehad declared by the love of God 
in our souls and because of what C hrist had done for us, 
that we would be true to Him, and that in the name of 
Christ, H is Gospel should be spread abroad as far as it 
was in our power to do. 


M any have said that the Cross of Christ was not a 
heroic thing, but | want to tell you that the Cross of 
Jesus Christ has put more heroism in the souls of men 
and women than any other event in human history. 
Christians who realized the real high spirit of Jesus’ holy 
sacrifice have lived and rejoiced and died believing in 
the living God and in the Christ of God whose blood 
cleansed their hearts from sin. They manifested to 
humanity that same measure of sacrifice and endured all 
that human beings could endure, and when endurance 
was no longer possible they passed on to be with God, 
leaving the world blessed through the evidence of a 
consecration deep and true and pure and good like the 
Son of God H imself. 
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We see the note that was in the soul of Paul, and 
which characterized his message, when he made that 
splendid declaration in Romans 1:16: “| am not ashamed 
of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to 
salvation for everyone who believes, for the] ew first and 
also for the G reek.” 


A woman came to our healing rooms, a stranger in 
Spokane. She said, “| have been praying for healing and 
asking G od to show mewherel could behealed. | heard 
of friends in C hicago who pray for thesick, and | visited 
them, but when | arrived the Spirit said, ‘N ot here.’” 


She said, “| bought aticket and was about to takea 
train back home, but as! sat in the station alittlelady on 
crutches sat next to me and we started talking. D uring 
our conversation, | realized she was aC hristian of adeep 
nature, rarely found. | told her my story. 


“She said, ‘Oh, | know where the Lord wants you 
to go. The Lord wants you to go to Spokane, 
Washington.’” (Three thousand miles from Chicago.) 


She asked the woman if she knew anybody in 
Spokane and she replied, “Why yes, | know Mr. Lake. | 
used to nursein his home years ago.” 


After listening to her story, | prayed for her and told 
her thething to do wasto cometo the healing rooms for 
ministry every day until shewas well. Shesaid she would. 
This morning, | received acall on the telephone, and she 
said, “| am not coming up to the healing rooms.” 


| said, “Oh, is that the kind of individual you are? 
The one that comes once and gets nothing.” 


“No,” she said, “I came once and got something 
and | do not need to come hack. | am healed and | am 
going home.” 


Thereis acall of faith in this church [L ake’s Spokane 
church] that is reaching way out, far out, and in 
unaccountable ways. Away at the other end, the Spirit 
of God is revealing truth to this soul and that soul, and 
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they aremoving into this life and coming into unity with 
this church. 


Is there a note of despair in your heart? H ave you 
not attained thething your soul covets? God will answer 
the call of your soul. You shall have your heart's desire. 
But before that call becomes answerable, it must be the 
paramount call of your being. It is when it becomes the 
paramount issue of the soul that the answer comes. J esus 
knew. That isthereason H esaid, “Blessed arethosewho 
hunger and thirst for righteousness” (M atthew 5:6) 


Thereisnot adoubt about it. All the barriers of your 
nature will go down before the desire and determination 
of your soul. All the obstacles that ever were will 
disappear before the desire and determination of your 
soul. All the diseases that ever existed in your life will 
disappear before the desire and determination of your 
soul when that desireand determination becometheone 
great purpose and prayer of your heart. 


When the desire of your heart is intensified so that 
it absorbs all your energies, then the time of its fulfillment 
is not far away. When that desperate desire is combined 
with deep determination, the answer is certain to come. 
That is the desire and determination that brings the 
answer. It is creative desire, creative determination. 


A woman testified in my hearing one day to this 
fact. She was going blind and had been told that there 
was no hope of saving her sight—no human remedy 
could do her any good. Someoneopened to her, in aslight 
way, thepossibility of seeing through the power of G od. 
She was not very well taught, but she said, “Every day 
for four years | gave up two and one-half hours 
absolutely to expressing the desire of my soul for real 
sight.” N ot only expressing in words, but calling the 
power of God to her that would recreate in her the 
function of sight in her eyes and make her see clearly 
once more, At the end of four and ahalf years, she said, 
“My eyes are as well as they ever were.” 
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This is the reward of persistence, of a desire and 
determination toward God. Your nature may have sent 
out just as deep acry to God as my naturehas and still is 
doing. |s your cry to God continuous? Gradually, asthe 
forces of life concentrate themselves in line with your 
strong desire, the Spirit of G od operating through your 
heart is being directed by that desire and concentrated 
on a particular line, intensifying every day because of 
the continuous desire and determination of your soul to 
possess what you need. 


The effect of that concentration of the Spirit of God 
on your soul is that by the graceof God thereis brought 
to your sold all the elements necessary to formulate and 
create and fulfill the desire and determination of your 
heart. And oneday your soul awakes to discover that it 
has become the possessor of the desired object. 


Oh, if | had one gift or one desire that | would 
bestow on you more than all others, | would bestow 
upon you thehunger for God. 


“Blessed are those who hunger.” H unger is the best 
thing that ever came into a person’s life. H unger is hard 
to endure Itisthecall of your naturefor something that 
you do not possess. The thing that will satisfy the 
demands of your nature and the hunger of your soul is 
the call of your nature for the Spirit of life that will 
generate in you the abundant love of God. 


Years ago, | was one of a family in which some 
member was an invalid in the house for thirty-two 
consecutive years. During that time, we buried four 
brothers and four sisters. A call arose in my nature to 
God for something to stop that tide of sickness and death. 
M an’smedicinehad utterly failed. O ne after another, the 
tombstones were raised. The call arose in my soul for 
something from G od that would stem the tide and turn 
it backward. 
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N othing else but healing could have come to my 
life, no other thing but the knowledge of it. G od had to 
bring, from the furthest ends of Australia, Alexander 
D owie, theman who brought to my soul the message of 
God and the manifestation of H is power that satisfied 
my heart. And healing by the power of God becamea 
fact to me. 


Welive that our souls may grow. The development 
of your soul is the purpose of your existence. God 
Almighty istrying to obtain somedecent association for 
H imself By H is graceH eis endeavoring to have us grow 
up in H is knowledge and likeness to that stature where, 
as sons of God, we will comprehend something of H is 
love, of H is nature, of H is power, of His purpose, and 
be big enough to give back to God what ason should 
give to a great Father—the reverence, the love, the 
affection that comes from the understanding of the 
nobleness and greatness of H is purpose. 


Great Britain produced two marvelous statesmen, a 
father and his son. They areknown in history as the old 
Pitt and the young Pitt. The young Pitt was as great a 
statesman as his father was. T he son grew to that largeness 
when he caught the vision of his great father and his soul 
arose to it. When it did, he became his father’s equal. As 
| walked through theH ouseof Commons, | cameacross 
the statues of the old and young Pitt. | have forgotten 
the inscription at the bottom of the elder Pitt's statue, 
but at the base of the son’s statue was these words, “M y 
father, the greatest man | ever knew.” Do you see the 
call of his soul for his father’s largeness, for his father’s 
nobility, for his father’s strength and influence? 


“Blessed are those who hunger.” What are we 
hungering for, a little bit of God? Enough to take us 
through this old world where we will have the dry rot 
and be stunted and then squeeze into heaven? “Blessed 
are those who hunger” for the nature and power and 
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love and understanding of God. Why? “They shall be 
filled.” Bless G od! 


N ot long ago | stood before a large audience of the 
churchmen of the world. They said, “Through all your 
ministry there is one note. It is the call for power.” 


“Do you not think,” they said, “it would be better 
if theC hurch was calling for holinessinstead of power?” 


| replied, “Shewill never obtain the one without the 
other. There is something larger than holiness. It is the 
nature of God.” 


The nature of God has many sides. From every 
angle that your soul approaches God, it reveals a new 
and different manifestation of Him: Love, beauty, 
tenderness, healing, power, might, wisdom, etc. So, 
when you hunger and hunger, bless G od, and lift your 
soul to God you bring God down to meet your 
desperate cry. Your spirit and the Spirit of God unite. 
The nature of God is reproduced in you as God 
purposed it should be. Thereareno sick peoplein God. 
There is no sickness in H is nature. 


There is an incident in the life of Jesus that is so 
marvelous. Jesus Christ demanded H is right to heal a 
woman who was bound by Satan with a spirit of infirmity 
and was not satisfied until it was accomplished. Demon 
and church and creed and preacher went down before 
the call of the Son of God to assert H is right to deliver 
that soul from sin and sickness (L uke 13:11-17) “Blessed 
are those who hunger ... for they shall be filled.” 


Weare living in aday and hour when the Spirit of 
God has come into the world afresh, when the 
consciousness of humanity is opening up to God ina 
manner it has never opened before. Thereis an awakening 
in the world from ocean to ocean, from pole to pole, as 
there never was before. And | believe that God 
Almighty’s outpouring of the Spirit upon all flesh is at 
hand. And though we are receiving the drippings, and 
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our own hearts are being warmed by theimpulse of the 
Spirit, that day is not far distant when the flame of God 
will catch the souls of Christians and the Church of the 
latter day will close this era with a place of divine glory 
excelling that of the early Church. 


Thisis according to the word from the Spirit of God: 
“If the former rain was abundant, shall not the latter rain 
be more abundant?” | f the disciples without the train of 
Christian history behind them that you and | have, were 
able to enter into the divine consciousness and power of 
theH oly Spirit in such away that they left astamp upon 
all Christianity and theworld, how much moreshall men 
and women who have the advantage of 2,000 years of 
Christian record, enter into a divine consciousness that 
not even the apostles possessed! - John G.Lake 


- 157- 


aon GL akes 
C onsecration to G od 


Principle 1 


All things earthly that | possess shall not be considered 
my own, but belonging to my heavenly Father, and shall 
beheld in trust by meto beused and directed by thewisdom 
of the Spirit of God, as the law of love of men as Christ 
loved them may dictate. 


If at anytime God should raise up men wiser than 
myself, | will gladly commit my all to their use and turn 
over all my possessions to them for distribution. 


If at anytime in my life | should be engaged in any 
earthly business and should employ men to aid me in 
conducting it, | shall reward them justly and equally, 
comparing their own energy expended with my own after 
adding asufficient amount to my own to cover all risk that 
may be involved in the operation of my business. 


| shall consider my employees my equals with rights to 
the blessings of nature and life equal to my own. | shall not 
strive to elevate myself to a position of comfort above the 
rest of my employees and shall direct all my efforts to bring 
all mankind to an equal plane, whereall enjoy the comforts 
of life and fellowship together. 
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Principle 2 


| shall not cease to cry to God and implore Him to 
deliver mankind from the effects of sin so long as sin lasts, 
but shall cooperate with G od in the redemption of mankind. 


| will have seasons of prayer and fasting in behalf of 
mankind, weeping and bewailing their lost condition and 
imploring God to grant them repentance unto life as the 
Spirit of God may lead me. 


Principle3 


| shall livemy lifein meekness, never defending my own 
personal rights, but shall leave all judgment in God who 
judges righteously and rewards all according to their works. 


| shall not render evil for evil or railing for railing, but 
shall bless all and do good to enemies to return [good] for evil. 


By God's grace! shall keep all hardness and harshness 
out of my life and actions, but shall be gentle and 
unassuming, not professing above what G od has imported 
to me, nor lifting myself above my brethren. 


Principle 4 


| shall consider righteous acts as more necessary to life 
and happiness than food and drink, and not let myself be 
bribed or coerced into any unrighteous action for any 
earthly consideration. 


Principle5 


By God's grace, | will always be merciful, forgiving 
those who have transgressed against me and endeavoring 
to correct the ills of humanity instead of merely punishing 
them for their sins. 
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Principle 6 


| shall not harbor any impure thoughts in my mind, 
but shall endeavor to make my every act uplifting. 


| shall regard my procreative organs sacred and holy 
and never use them for any purpose other than that which 
God created them for. 


| shall regard the home as sacred and always guard my 
actions in the presence of the opposite sex, so as not to cause 
aman and his wife to break their vows to one another. | 
shall be chaste with the opposite sex who are married, 
considering them as sisters. | shall be careful not to cause 
them undue pain by playing on their affection. 


Principle 7 


| will always strive to be a peacemaker. First, by being 
peaceful myself and avoiding all unfruitful contentions and 
treating all with justice and regarding their rights and their 
free agency, never trying to force any to my point of view. 


If | should offend anyone knowingly, | shall 
immediately apologize. 


| will not scatter evil reports about any person and so 
try to defame their character, or repeat things that | am not 
certain of being true. 


| will striveto removethe curse of strifeamong brethren 
by acting as a peacemaker. 


Principles 


| shall not become discouraged when | am persecuted 
on account of the righteousness mentioned above nor 
murmur on account of any suffering | undergo, but shall 
gladly give my life rather than depart from this high 
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standard of life, rejoicing because | know | have a great 
reward in heaven. 


| shall strive to make the above principles the ideal of 
all the world and give my life and energy to see mankind 
get the power from God to practice the same. 
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| ake gave a series of twelve brief radio lectures in the 

summer of 1935. They were probably no more than 
ten minutes long, and were all titled, “Adventures in 
Religion.” The first was given on June 24 and the last on 
August 22, just twenty-five days before he died. H ere are 
his first and last radio lectures. 


Rapio Lecture 1- June 24, 1935 


This is the first of a series of articles on the general 
subject of, “A dventuresin Religion.” | wantto remind you 
for a few moments of some of the old mystics who were 
given glimpses into the unseen that it has not been the 
privilege of the ordinary man to understand. 


ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI (1181 - 1226) 


Thefirst and foremost was St. Francis of Assisi, whom 
the world has conceded to be one of the most Christ-like 
characters who has ever lived in the world. 


ST.JOHN OF THE CROSS (1542 - 1591) 


At alater period came St. John of the Cross, who for 
ten years seemed to live detached from the world. Today, 
he is discovered to be one of the most practical men. 
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MADAME JEANNE GUYON (1647 - 1717) 


At alater period, Madam Guyon appeared on the scene, 
and most every library contains one of her books. The 
molding of her character was so amazing that it has caused 
much discussion in the religious world of our day. (See the 
Pure Gold Classic, Madame] eanne Guyon, published by 
Bridge-L ogos Publishers.) 


JOHN WESLEY (1703 - 1791) 


John Wesley, the founder of the M ethodist church, 
records two hundred and forty cases of healing having taken 
placein his lifetime under his personal ministry. It’s reported 
it included his horse, D an. Dan became so lame on one of 
Wesley’s preaching trips that he wasn’t able to carry him 
further. Wesley got down and prayed by the roadside, and 
God instantly healed the horse. 


CHARLESGRANDISON FINNEY (1792 - 1875) 


Wehave only, however, to look over the records of our 
own land to see many others. Such men as Charles G. 
Finney, founder of O berlin C ollege, and its first president. 
H ewasapracticing lawyer. H ewasseized with aconviction 
for sin so pungent that he returned to the woods to pray, 
and the Spirit of theL ord cameupon him so powerfully, so 
divinely and took such amazing possession of him, that he 
tells us he was compelled to cry out to God to cease lest he 
should die. His wonderful ministry in the land is so well 
known; his books so frequently found in our libraries, that 
itisnot necessary to discuss him further. (Seethe PureG old 
Classic, Power, Passion, & Prayer, published by Bridge 
Logos Publishers.) 
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DOROTHEA TRUDEL (1813 - 1862) 


The modern teaching on divine healing received anew 
impetus through D orothea Trudel, afactory worker in one 
of theG erman provinces. She was tubercular and was healed 
in answer to her own prayer of faith. The result was that 
eventually her work developed until ten thousand people 
were healed by the power of God. She was not apriest ora 
prophet, just asimplefactory girl in the hands of God. The 
German government licensed her institution at 
M annendorf. Itison therecord to this day, the first Divine 
H ealing Institute established in the modern world. 


From that time on, the whole subject of healing began 
to break out here and there. Among the writers on the 
subject of healing, who are well known in the Christian 
church, areA .}.Gordon, Dr.A.B. Simpson of theC hristian 
and M issionary A Iliance, and R ev. Andrew M urray of South 
Africa. Andrew Murray’s books are in every first-class 
Christian library. 


JOHN ALEXANDER DOWIE (1847 - 1907) 


On this list, | wish to mention one who is not usually 
mentioned so lovingly as others. H e was a Scottish boy, 
educated in the University of Australia, John Alexander 
D owie. H is ministry was marked by the supernatural. 


It is a matter of public record and one of the most 
astonishing facts that on one occasion, D owie invited all 
persons who were healed under his ministry to attend a 
meeting at the auditorium in C hicago. Ten thousand people 
attended the meeting. At the appropriate moment they all 
arose and gave testimony to the fact that they were healed. 
Those who were not able to attend were asked to send ina 
card, three and a half inches square, telling of their healing. 
Five bushel baskets werefilled with these cards, representing 
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the testimony of 100,000 people. At the proper moment, 
these five bushel baskets of cards were spilled over the stage 
to emphasize the extent and power of God’s ministry and 
blessing to the people. 


HUDSON TAYLOR (1832 - 1905) 


Again, | want to call your attention to another 
marvelouslife, that of H udson Taylor, founder of theC hina 
Inland Mission. To him theL ord camenot only in personal 
presence, but also in prophecy concerning the future. It 
was H udson Taylor who prophesied the great revival in 
Wales ten years before it came to pass, giving almost the 
very day on which it would begin, and its power and extent. 
All this cameto pass just as he had outlined it, whilehewas 
in the heart of China. 


WELSH REVIVAL (1904 - 1905) 


The Welsh revival was one of the most remarkable 
revivals ever produced. It was apparently prayed out of 
heaven by a single little church whose lights were never 
extinguished for seven years. T his indicates that if aportion 
of that congregation was continually in prayer to God, that 
God would send a revival. And thus, it came, the most 
astonishing and intensely powerful revival. In small 
churches which would hold perhaps 500 people, in one 
corner fifty people would besinging praises of G od, thirty- 
five people would be down praying, another group would 
be praising God and testifying of H is power. 


It was not produced by evangelism, but it was the 
descent of the Spirit of God on the people. Conviction for 
sin was so powerful, people knelt in stores, in the factories 
and mines, in their homes, or wherever they were to give 
themselves to G od. Sometimes while men weredrinking in 
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the public houses at the bar, they would cry out to God 
and give their hearts to H im. 


CHARLES F. PARH AM (1873 - 1929) 


Beginning with the Welsh revival, thereewasamovement 
of God that spread throughout the world. In our own land, 
we were particularly and wonderfully blessed by a 
movement that began in Topeka, K ansas, on N ew Year's 
Eve, 1900, at Bethel Bible College, which was in a castle 
like mansion called Stone's F olly near present-day S.W. 18th 
and Stone under the ministry of Charles Parham. 


AIMEE SEMPLE McPHERSON (1890 - 1944) 


As aresult of that movement of God, there arose a 
phenomenal group of men and women. Aimee Semple 
McPherson was one. She was a young girl on a farm in 
Ontario, Canada. She attended a meeting by a young 
Irishman, Robert Semple, who was preaching under the 
anointing of theH oly Ghost. She became convicted of sin, 
opened her heart to God and found H im, and was baptized 
in theH oly Ghost. Finally they were married and went as 
missionaries to C hina, where he died of fever. She was left 
a widow, and soon with a newborn baby. Some friends 
provided the funds that brought her back to the U nited 
States. L ater she formed the acquaintance of a fine young 
businessman, and decided to settle down and forget all her 
burning call to the Gospel. This she tried to do. Two 
children were born to them. And then one day God came 
to Aimee in a meeting at Berlin, Ontario, conducted by 
Rev. H all. H er early ministry, for aperiod of about fifteen 
years surpassed everything that we have ever seen in any 
land since the days of the apostles. (A multitude was healed 
under her ministry.) 
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RAYMOND RICHIE 


Again, | want to call your attention to another unusual 
man, Raymond Ritchie, who belonged to Zion, Illinois. H is 
father was mayor of Zion City at onetime. This boy was 
tubercular. They did not seem to understand his difficulty. 
H e had no ambition; he could not work like other boys. 
H e was in a State of lassitude. Eventually he found God. 
Wespeak of finding G od astheold M ethodist C hurch spoke 
of being saved, getting religion, meaning one and thesame 
thing. When a man confesses his sin and God comes into 
his heart and gives him the peace and consciousness of his 
salvation, he has found God. 


Young Ritchie, after his salvation, was totally absorbed 
in prayer, and the family got sort of worried. The father 
finally told him he had to get to work and help earn his 
living. But some woman who understood the boy said, “| 
havearoom you can have.” A nother said she would provide 
him with food to keep him alive. 


The great war came on, and the epidemic of the flu 
followed, when people died by the thousands throughout 
this United States. H e became stirred and began to pray 
for people and they were healed. The medical department 
presently took notice of it, and they sent him to pray for 
sick soldiers, and they were healed. H e has continued in 
the ministry from then until now, and he has conducted 
some of themost wonderful healing meetings that have ever 
taken place. 


CHARLESS. PRICE (1887 - 1947) 


Another man God has marvelously blessed and used 
isDr. Charles Price. H ebelongs to our own locality. Price 
used to livein Spokane. Dr. Price was baptized in theH oly 
Spirit at an Aimee Semple McPherson meeting. Right 
away, he began to manifest a most amazing ministry of 
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healing. | attended oneof his meetings at Vancouver, B.C. 
H e had four audiences a day and 15,000 people in each, 
and people for a block around who could not get inside. 
All the churches in Vancouver, | think, united with him in 
that meeting. |t was the most amazing meeting | ever saw. 
The sick people stood in groups of fifty and he would 
anoint them with oil according to the fifth chapter of 
James, and then pray for them. T hey wereso overpowered 
by the Spirit they would fall to the floor, and a great 
number were healed. (See The Real Faith for H ealing, 
published by Bridge-L ogos Publishers.) 


Rapio Lecture 12 - Aucust 22, 1935 


| want to tell you the story of an unusual family. | am 
going to call this story, “Following the Trail of Jesus.” A 
number of years ago | felt as if | wanted to do something 
out of theordinary to call attention to the subject of divine 
healing. So, | went to thenewspapers and posted $500. T hen 
| announced that if anyonewho was sick or diseased would 
cometo theH ealing Rooms and be ministered to for thirty 
days, and if at the end of that time they were not 
substantially better or healed, they could have the $500. 


SPIRITUALISM 


O ver at M onroe, Washington, was a man by the name 
of Paul Gering, who had been fooling around with 
spiritualism. That dear fellow was an open splendid man. 
H ewas ahard-working businessman. A fter he got to fooling 
with spiritualism, nobody could livewith him. H ewasmore 
like araging lion than ahuman.H ewent all over the U nited 
States seeking deliverance from all kinds of folks who were 
praying for the sick. 
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H eread my announcement and became interested. H e 
sent mea telegram, asking me to come to M onroe and put 
on a meeting and, of course, pray for him. He met Mrs. 
Lake and meat our hotel and droveus out to his home on 
the outskirts of the city. H e walked into his home and 
stopped in the middle of the dining room and fell on his 
knees, saying, “Mr. Lake, | am waiting for you to pray for 
me that! may be delivered.” 


We laid hands on him and prayed, and bless God, the 
power began to go through him. He was completely 
delivered, the demons were cast out, and he was baptized 
in the Spirit. From that time on, hundreds of people have 
been saved and healed and baptized in the H oly Ghost 
under his ministry. N ow heis a great wheat farmer in the 
Big Bend country. 


Last night! spent the evening at his home and conducted 
a public service for his relatives and neighbors. 


TRAIL OF JESUSIN THE GERING FAMILY 


Just let me follow the trail of Jesus with you in that 
family for a few minutes. H is sons were unsaved; his 
daughters were unsaved. One by one after the father’s 
deliverance, the faith of God in his heart laid hold on God 
for his family. They became converted and baptized in the 
Spirit until his entire family, including his beloved wife, were 
saved and baptized in theH oly Ghost. 


M r. Gering had abrother, Joe, ahard fellow and aheavy 
drinker. He owned a farm down in the country. His wife 
was distressed, for she saw he was gradually losing his grip 
on his affairs and squandering his money, and they were 
getting into financial difficulty. Sne was awoman of prayer 
and was praying for him. Finally, one day he came to visit 
Paul G ering. Paul said, “Joe, 1 am going to Spokaneto attend 
M r. Lake’s meeting. Come, and go with me.” 
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Wewere conducting meetings in our tabernacle. W hen 
they came, we werein the prayer room. The meeting went 
through without anything unusual occurring, until wewere 
practically ready to dismiss. This man, Joe Gering, was 
sitting on one of the back seats. A lady turned to me and 
asked, “Who is that man on the back seat?” 


| said, “That is Paul G ering’s brother.” 


She said, “The Lord told me to go and lay hands on 
him and pray, and he would be saved and baptized in the 
H oly Spirit.” 


| said, “Then you had better go and do it, sister.” 


She went hack to him and engaged him in conversation 
and finally asked if she might pray with him. He said he 
had no objection to her praying for him. So, she laid her 
hands on him and began to pray. As she did, the Spirit of 
God from heaven came down on him, and in afew minutes 
he yielded his heart to the Lord and prayed through until 
he got areal witness from heaven and began to rejoice in 
the Lord. 


After herejoiced for awhile, shesaid, “N ow you ought 
to be baptized in the H oly Spirit.” He knelt down again 
and began to pray, and after afew minutes, Joe G ering was 
baptized in theH oly Spirit. That man’s soul was so full of 
rejoicing that he spent the entire night singing and praying 
and rejoicing. |n a few days, he was out among the sinful 
and sick and getting folks saved and healed. 


H ere is another portion of the story. These men had a 
sister who lived at Palouse, Washington. She was 
unfortunately married to avery wicked man. Shedeveloped 
a tumor and her husband insisted on her being operated 
on. Shetried to tell him that in their family theL ord always 
healed them. H e would not listen. So, they brought her to 
St. Luke’s H ospital in Spokane and she was operated on. A 
dreadful infection developed, and they wired to the family 
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that she was going to die, so the family began to gather 
here to see her. | knew nothing of these circumstances. 


| was riding up M onroe Street one day when the Spirit 
of the Lord said, “Go to St. Luke's H ospital and pray for 
Paul G ering’s sister. She is dying.” 


| went immediately and inquired at the office and was 
directed to her bedside. | laid my hands on her and began 
to pray, and the Spirit of the Lord came upon the woman, 
the infection was destroyed, and in ten minutes, she was 
sound asleep. Thenext day was on thehighway to ablessed 
recovery. T hese are some of thethings that take place when 
folks get in line with God. 


Their old mother was a godly woman who lived at 
Palouse. Shehad been notified that her daughter was likely 
to die, and when she got the word she went into her closet, 
interceded with God, and prayed for the daughter’s 
deliverance. | believe before G od that when God spoke to 
me it was the answer to that mother’s prayer. H esent help 
through me, and the Lord madeher whole. 


GERBER GIRL’SHEALING 


One day, Mrs. Lake and | were present in a gathering 
of Christian people, where these G ering people were and 
some of their neighbors. A family by the name of Gerber 
had a girl seventeen or eighteen years old. She stood up 
with her back to us, and | remarked to Mrs. Lake, “Did 
you ever seesuch aperfect form? T hat girl would do for an 
artist's model.” But when sheturned around, | was shocked 
at her appearance. | never saw anyone so cross-eyed. She 
was a dreadful sight. 


Later, | talked to the father, and hetold methat surgeons 
would not undertake to straighten her eyes. They said it 
was impossible, and if they undertook it, she was likely to 
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lose her eyesight. Presently, the young girl came over our 
way and | said, “Sit down, little woman, | want to talk to 
you.” 


After talking a few minutes, | stood up and laid my 
hands on her eyes. The Spirit of God cameupon her and in 
three minute’s time, those eyes wereas straight as they were 
supposed to be. Sheisnow married and has abeautiful home 
and lovely baby. H er eyes and heart are straight. 
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\V hen John G. Lake returned to Americain 1913, he 

went to Spokane, Washington. Thereherented asuite 
in the Rookery Building to pray for thesick. The suite was 
known as theH ealing Rooms. Lakeand his assistants, who 
were known as “healing technicians,” prayed for as many 
as 200 sick people every day of the week and as often as 
necessary. O ver a five-year period, there were 100,000 
recorded and authenticated healings. So many were healed 
that Spokane was called by some “the healthiest city in the 
U nited States.” 


In 1997, God called Cal and Michelle Pierce from 
Redding, California, to Spokane. For twenty-five years C al 
and M ichellehad attended Bethel Assembly of God C hurch 
in Redding, where C al served as aboard member and elder. 
In 1996, Cal was powerfully touched by revival. At that 
time, G od gave him a desperate hunger for all he could learn 
on healing, past revivals, and movements of theH oly Spirit. 


After long hours of prayer and a 40-day fast, C al heard 
God say in February of 1999, “Thereis atimeto pray and 
atimeto move.” With that camea certainty that G od wanted 
them to reopen L ake’sH ealing Roomsin Spokane. O njuly 
22, 1999, theH ealing Rooms were officially reopened. Since 
then their H ealing Rooms M inistries has moved around 
the world, with nearly 400 H ealing Rooms established in 
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over 20 countries under the banner of the International 
Association of H ealing Rooms. 


Cal is Director and Michelle is Co-Director of 
H ealing Rooms M inistries. T hey both travel extensively 
speaking at conferences throughout the U nited States, 
Canada, and overseas. 


For information on training or healing, you can contact 
them via their web site at http://www.healingrooms.com, 
mail them at healing@healingrooms.com, call them at 509- 
456-0517, or write to them at 112 East First Avenue, 
Spokane, WA 99202. The web site also contains alisting of 
the location of H ealing Rooms in each state and country 
and contact information. 
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